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Fil-Am spy, ex-Ping 
Patriots or conspirators? 


NEWARK, NEW JERSEY—AN EX-AIDE OF SEN. 
Panfilo Lacson, a former police officer who is 
accused of wanting to overthrow the administra- 
tion of President Macapagal-Arroyo, Is “a Fil- 
ipino patriot” guilty only of voicing a political 
з opinion, according to his lawyer. 
"There was no conspiracy," Mark Berman, 


PHI 


‘Brokeback’ breaks taboo 


for gay cowboys on the range 


CHANDLER, ARIZONA— 
Many gay cowboys are 
grateful that award-win- 
ning "Brokeback Moun- 
tain” has broken a sexual 
taboo, though not all are 
hiding away in the Ameri- 


s, FEARLESS VIEWS 
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lawyer of former Senior Supt. Michael Ray f 
‘Aquino, said in an interview on Wednesday after 
FILAMSPYI AA 


BALAN 


can West. 
About 100 gay cowboys 
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By T] Burgonio Navy Commodore Rex Robles, 
Mrs. Mira Dumlao, secretary of 

ler Sen. Gregorio Honasan, re- 
tired Maj. Gen. Rodolfo Canieso, a 
supporter of opposition presiden- 
tial candidate Sen. Panfilo Lacson; 
and Michael Angelo Zuce, а for 
mer Malacanang operative. 

‘They appeared at the resump- 
tion of a Senate inquiry into the 
wiretapping to listen to the tapes 
and identify their voices. 

Honasan was identified with 
Fernando Poe Jr, another candi- 
date in the May 2004 presidential 
election. 

The wiretaps were carried out 
from January to June 2004 during 


the presidential election period. 

Robles said his voice was taped 
when he tried to call Sen. Juan 
Ponce Enrile but had mistakenly 
dialed Honasan's number. Robles 
and Honasan were with Enrile's 
staff when the last was defense 
minister during the Marcos presi- 
dency. 

The damning testimony, howev- 
er, came from Marietta Santos, 
who named the annotators on the 
recordings as Isafp agents who in- 
cluded her boyfriend, TSgt. Vidal 
Doble. 

‘Santos was quick to identify most 
of those who annotated the conver- 

SENATE A4 


Escape part of bigger plot 


Clandestine group claims 7 officers helped Magdalo 4 flee 


A puzzle: Intel 
head lets Trillanes 
talk on GMA ouster 


By Dona Pazzibugan 
and Tarra V. Quismundo 


THE VOICES ON THE TAPES 
were hardly recognizable and the 
conversations uninteresting. 

But when played at the Senate 
yesterday, the two tapes, dubbed 
"children" of the widely popular 
"Hello Garci tape,” revealed the 
extensive wiretapping of opposi- 
tion personalities shortly before 
the May 2004 election. And the 
fingerprints of the Intelligence 
Service of the Armed Forces of the 
Philippines (Isafp) were written 
- Y alloverit. 

THE BIG STAR at the hearing turs out to be the comely Marietta Santos. Other resource persons, fromleftare Some of the voices caught in the 
Michael Angelo Zuce, Commodore Rex Robles (ret), ex-Sen. Honasan and ex-Nica chief Gen. Canieso (ret). recordings were those of retired 


By Dona Pazzibugan 
and Luige A. del Puerto 


THE "MAGDALO 4" 
had outside help and 
their escape appeared 
increasingly to be part 
ir THE CHIEF OF THE MILL ofa bigger plot to final- 
tays intelligence unit was Jy accomplish what 


around while a prominent rebel 5 
officer called for President Maca- they failed to do at Oak- 
wood in 2003. 


pagal-Arroyo's ouster, how long 
A clandestine group in the mili- 


could the military remain neu- 
tral? 

Brig. Gen. Marlu Quevedo, tary, the Young Officers Union 
chief ofthe Intelligence Service of new generation (YOUng), said it 
the Armed Forces of the Philip- facilitated the escape of Capt. 
pines (Isafp), was nearby when Nathaniel Rabonza and 1з: Lieu- 
Magdalo Group leader Navy Lt. tenants Lawrence San Juan, Son- 
‘Antonio Trillanes IV met with the лу Sarmiento and Patricio Bu- 

midang from Port Bonifacio on 
‘Tuesday night. 


media after a hearing at the 
‘Makati Regional Trial Court on 

YOUng said seven junior offi- 

cers—two from the Air Force, two 


Tuesday. 
Most reporters and certainly ай 
the onlookers who were listening from the Navy and three from the 
as Trillanes was giving an inter- Army—helped the four leave 
View would not have recognized their cells at 8:42 p.m. and flee in 
Quevedo, who has а talent for be- four vehicles. 
"They were out of the camp by 
Эрт." the time the Army said it 


ing inconspicuous in a crowd. 
Buta couple of reporters did rec- 
discovered the four were missing, 
said the YOUng statement signed 


‘ognize him and saw him just out- 
Bide the Makati RTC building as 
by a Lt. Col. Arsenio Alcantara, 
ESCAPE/AS 


OVER HILL AND DALE 
inthe remote 
mud-packed village of 
U-ogin Inabanga, 
Bohol, US honor 
guards carry the 

coffin of Army Sgt- 
Maravillosa to her 
final resting place. 
The US contingent 
was led by Brig. Gen. 
Gregory Schumacher 
who awarded 3 
military medals to the 
Fil-American soldier. 
Town mates (above) 
ofthe hero swell with 
affection and pride. 
Trillanes and other mutineers and байыма 
АРЕ АВ 


Morales says 
he’s too good 
for Pacquiao 


By Recah T 


By Philip C. Tubeza 


the intervening six-month period 
ad and Volt Contreras 


provided for by the VFA, the Philip- 
pine and American governments 
сап renegotiate a new [treaty] 
where the question of custody hope- 
fully will no longer be problematic," 
said Sen. Miriam Defensor-Santia- 
go, who cochairs the Lovía with Ce. 
bu Rep. Antonio Cuenco. 
CONGRESS! АВ 


military exercises for the duration 
of the trial of the four US Marines 
charged with raping а Filipino 
woman on Nov. 1, 2005. 

"The committee has just voted in 
favor of the resolution expressing 
the sense of Congress that a notice of 
termination shall be served upon the 
US Embassy in order that, during 


THE LEGISLATIVE OVERSIGHT 
committee on the RP-US Visiting 
Forces Agreement (Lovía) yester- 
day passed a concurrent resolu- 
tion calling for the termination 
and renegotiation of the contro- 
versial treaty. 


LAS VEGAS—ERIK MORALES, 
бише Hall of Fame inductee, 
apologized to the Filipino people 
yesterday’ 

Sorry, he said, but there's noth- 
ing he could do about it. He's 
coming in twice as sharp and pre- 
pared as he was last year. 

In short, he will be just too 
good for Manny Pacquiao, 

"The jab will be there, no mat- 
ter what they say they would do, 
only it would be twice as quick," 
Morales, bright-eyed, ruddy of 
cheek, explained through an in- 
terpreter at the tailend of yester- 
day's press preview for his Jan. 21 
rematch against Manny Pacquiao 
of the Philippines. 

Unlike last year, when he met 
the foreign media wearing a thick 
jacket, looking weak and frail, 
Morales showed up in a plain 
woolen sweatshirt appearing 

MORALES/AB 


Never again, says girl holding 
Bible at GMA’s oath-taking 


By Fe Zamora 


actly five years ago today, bur that 
girl who was holding the Bible. 
Cecilia Paz Razon Abad had 
earned herself a place in history. 
Then 11 years old, she was the 
young girl flanked by Ms Arroyo 
and Chief Justice Hilario Davide, 


who administered the oath of 
office during the hastily pre- 
pared ceremony. (See photo on 

Page 6.) 
But the youngest daughter of 
resigned Education Secretary 
NEVER A 


WHO WAS THAT LITTLE GIRL? 

No, not Gloria Macapagal- 
Arroyo, then Vice President 
who was taking her oath as 
INTHIS CORNER: At the press conference in Las Vegas, Manny President at the Edsa Shrine ex- 
Pacquiao and Eric Morales of Mexico are ай smiles. 
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GMA vows P13B 
or gov't pay raise 


PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL-ARROYO YESTERDAY 
promised to get Congress to approve a P13 billion 
wage hike package for government employees, 
including military personnel, before Valentine’s 
Day amid growing dissatisfaction with her ad- 
ministration and renewed restiveness among the 
junior officers of the Armed Forces. 


WITH THE belfry of the Quiapo Church in 
the background, President Arroyo stresses a 
point in her speech before the Liberal Party 
at the Plaza Miranda. ounto 


Speaking at the 60th anniversary 
celebrations of the Liberal Party at 
Plaza Miranda yesterday, the Presi- 
dent said the generous compensa- 
tion package for government em- 
ployees was part of her efforts to 
bring the benefits of her economic 
reform program to the masses. 

Budget Secretary Romulo Neri 
said a P13 billion compensation 
package was already included in 
the 2006 budget that has yet to be 
approved by Congress. 

He explained that the President 
was referring to a new bill that has 
been filed to ensure thatthe compen- 
sation package would be implement- 
ed in case there would be a delay in 
the approval ofthe 2006 budget. 

‘The compensation package isto 
be funded by the revenues expect- 
ed from the new tax reforms, like 
the anticipated increase in the val- 
ue-added tax rate from 10 percent 


to 12 percent next month. 

Neri said the government has 
allocated P13 billion in the 2006 
budget to boost the incomes of 
more than one million govern- 
ment employees, including over 
100,000 soldiers, by 8 percent, or 
a minimum of P500 each. 

Government employee groups 
have criticized the proposed 
wage hike as insubstantial, point- 
ing out that they have been de- 
manding salary increases for the 
past four years. 

The President also promised that 
“more benefits were coming to give 
all Filipino families a chance to in- 
crease their standard of living.” 

"T hope that on the day of hearts, 
government employees will be 
happy with the benefits offered by 
the government," Ms Arroyo said. 
Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. with a re- 
port from Christine Avendaño 
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Noli still 
tops in new 
SWS poll 


By Gil С. Cabacungan Jr. 


VICE PRESIDENT NOLI DE CASTRO AND 
Senate President Franklin Drilon, the off 
Ча next in line to the presidency, gar- 
nered the highest ratings in the latest sur- 
vey on public satisfaction with government 
officials taken amid continuing calls for 
President Macapagal-Arroyo to resign. 

"The Social Weather Stations survey con- 
ducted between Nov. 27 and Dec. 4, 2005, 
showed De Castro received a net satisfaction 
rating of 34 percent (58 percent satisfied 
less 24 percent dissatisfied) in the nation- 
wide poll that covered 1,200 respondents. 

"Though slightly lower than the 39 percent 
net satisfaction rating he received last August, 
De Castro remained the most esteemed offi 
cial in the highest echelons of government. 

De Castro's rating was in stark contrast. 
to President Arroyo's numbers, however. 

Ms Arroyo had a net satisfaction rating оѓ 
minus 30 percent for the same period (24 
percent satisfied less 54 percent dissatisfied) 


Next tenant? 

On the other hand, Drilon, who could be 
the next tenant of Malacafiang should both 
the President and De Castro heed opposi- 
tion calls to step down, had a net satisfac- 
tion rating of 24 percent (49 percent satis- 
fied less 25 percent dissatisfied). 

Respondents gave Drilon high marks 
even though his leading of a splinter group 
in the Liberal Party that called for Ms Ar- 
royo to resign has not borne results. 

Speaker Jose de Venecia was neither 
here nor there. He received a zero net satis- 
faction rating (37 percent satisfied and 37 
percent dissatisfied) as his positions on is- 
sues and controversies appeared to have an 
equal share of supporters and detractors. 

Both the House and Senate saw their net. 
satisfaction ratings dip although they re- 
mained in the positive column. The Senate 
had a net satisfaction rating of 14 percent 
(down from 20 percent in September), 


DECASTRO 

while the House had a rating of 7 percent 
(own from 12 percent). Both chambers 
‘were mired in political battles over Ms Ar- 
royo's continued stay in office during the 
lastsix months of 2005 


Warm sendoff 

The respondents, however, gave a warm 
sendoff to recently retired Chief Justice Hi- 
lario Davide Jr. who notched an 11-percent. 
net satisfaction rating (42 percent satisfied 
less 31 percent dissatisfied). The Davide- 
led Supreme Court chalked up the highest 
marks among key government institutions 
with a net satisfaction rating of 12 percent. 

Dislike for President Arroyo boiled over 
tothe executive branch with her administra- 
tion getting a net satisfaction rating of mi- 
mus 15 percent, down further from the 11 
percent in September, and her Cabinet hold- 
ing steady with a net satisfaction rating of 
minus 6 percent, the same as in September. 

The SWS conducted face-to-face inter- 
views of 1,200 adults comprising random 
samples of 300 each in Metro Manila, the 
rest of Luzon, the Visayas and Mindanao. 

In a press statement, De Castro ex- 
pressed his gratitude to the people for the 
high satisfaction rating. 

* value very much the trust reposed in 
me by the Filipino people and I assure them. 
that 1 would always aim to protect their 
rights and work hard to be continuously de- 
serving of the people's confidence," he said. 


It's Comelec's turn 
to cry ‘dagdag-bawas’ 


By Jerome Aning 


NOW ITS THE COMMISSION ON ELECTIONS" 
turn to accuse its critics of "dagdag-bawas," or 
vote-padding and vote shaving. 

Comelec yesterday questioned the gen- 
uuineness of the signatures in the on-line peti- 
tion calling for the resignation of top elections. 
officials involved in the P1.3-billion comput- 
erization deal that the Supreme Court nulli- 
fied in 2004 due to bidding irregularities. 

"The petition, posted last July 27 by Augusto 
Lagman, former president of the Information 
Technology Foundation of the Philippines, has 
already gathered about 900 signatures. 

Lagman belongs to the Philippines Coali- 
tion Against Corruption and the Black and 
White Movement, which have been demand- 
ing the resignation and prosecution of Com- 
elec chair Benjamin Abalos Sr. and Commis- 
sioners Resurreccion Borra, Mehol Sadain, 
Rufino Javier and Florentino Tuason Jr. 

“А close look at the mechanics of the peti- 
tion [posted by Lagman) tells a different sto- 
ту” Comelec said in a statement, claiming 
that many of the signatures were duplicates 
and that some of those who had signed actu- 


ally disapproved of the petition. 

For anyone to “sign” the petition 
(heep://wwwipetitiononline.com/resig- 
now/petition.html), he or she just needs to fill 


a form indicating his or her name and e-mail 5 


address, which are required, and comments, 
address and organization, which are optional. 
The signer has the option of keeping his e- 
mail address private, disclosed to the public 
or disclosed only to the petition author. 
Comelec said the name requirement was 
meaningless since the petition did not distin- 
guish between real and fictional names, in- 
cluding the names of cartoon characters which 
gave the petition a “cartoonish nature." 
“In fact, with enough time and imagination, 
a person can have as many different e-mail ad- 
dresses аз he wants, and therefore can ‘sign’ 
the petition more than once,” Comelec added. 
“And since the petition is on-line and available 
to anyone worldwide, and there is no way to 
verify the signatory's nationality, a person can 
pretend to be Filipino, or even more crassly, 
pretend to be an overseas Filipino worker.” 
Comelec pointed out that the petition 
could not even distinguish between signato- 
ries that were for or against it. 


Court clears Caltex  Junking 


in '87 sea tragedy 


By Armand М. Мосит 
THE COURT OF APPEALS 


court said Caltex was not li- 
able for the “negligence” of 


of impeach 
rap final 


THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTA- 


the captain ofthe Vector 

Caltex was thus excluded 
from the responsibility of 
compensating the victims 
heirs and of payment for lost 
cargo being sought by Sulpi- 
cio Lines and its insurer, Pru- 
dential Guarantee Insurance, 
from the Vector Shipping 
Corp, the Vectors owners. 

Соксо wrote that it was 
settled in Philippine jurispru- 
dence that the charterer of a 
ship only has “the right to in- 
dicate the ports or places at 
which the vessel shall call or 
enter but ... has no jurisdic- 
tion or control over the acts of 
the captain.” 

The charterer was “not li- 
able for damages by the negli- 
gence of the latter in handing. 
the ship, the judge added. 

With a report from AFP 


tives’ decision to scrap the re- 
vived impeachment complaint 
against President Macapagal-Ar- 
тоуо was "final," House Majority 
Leader Prospero Nograles de- 
clared yesterday. 

“It's fatally defective. We can't 
do anything about it,” said No- 
grales, referring to the complaint. 
refiled by lawyer Oliver Lozano. 

Lozano "can always question the 
House action anywhere he likes but 
thats our stand,” Nograles added. 
“His impeachment complaint is re- 
turned asa scrap of paper” 

Like Nograles, Speaker Jose de 
Venecia said Lozano's hasty filing 
violated the constitutional ban on 
the filing of more than one im- 
peachment complaint against the 
same official within a year, The 
ban on the filing of a new com- 
plaint against Ms Arroyo expires 
in July. Michael Lim Ubac 


has absolved Caltex Phil. of 

1 any liability for the 1987 

| MV Ооба Paz sea tragedy, 
the world’s worst peace- 
time marine disaster. 

The appellate court upheld 
а 1997 Makati court ruling 
that dismissed claims against 
the ой company by Sulpicio. 
Lines, the operators of the 
Dofia Paz. 

"The Dofia Paz was headed 
for Tacloban City when it was 
rammed in the dark by the 
Vector, a small oil tanker hired. 
by Caltex. The vessel sank 

{ with the loss of about 4,000 
lives off the coast of Mindoro 
а few days before Chrismas 
on Dec. 20, 1987. 

In a 13-page decision 
penned by Associate Justice 
Rodrigo Соко, the appellate 
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Doble's girl claims seeing wiretapping gear at Isafp ‘blue room’ 


ByT] Burgonio 


BY NOW, THE INTELLIGENCE 
Service of the Armed Forces of 
the Philippines (Isafp) must have 
realized it committed a terrible 
mistake in June 2004 when it al 
lowed a civilian to freely roam its 
premises—one of the most re- 
stricted areas in the country. 

The girlfriend of Isafp T/Sgt. 
Vidal Doble yesterday testified at 


the Senate that she saw a mobile 
phone interceptor during one of 
her forays into the “blue room” at 
the agency's Mig 21 compound. 

Marietta Santos’ testimony at 
the Senate inquiry into the “Hello 
Garci" tape scandal contradicted 
the Isafp's consistent declaration 
that it had no capability to con- 
ducting wiretaps. 

"Tm positive I've seen such an 
equipment,” she said wryly when 


she was shown a brochure of a 
Cellular Interceptor-GSM Digital 
unit and asked by Sen. Juan 
Ponce Enrile if she had seen one 
atlsafp. 

“Td always manage to escape 
from my escorts and get in. I was 
the persistent type,” she chuckled 
when asked how sure she was 
aboutit. 

The 25-year-old Santos had 
sauntered in and out of the Isafp 


compound and had managed to 
get inside the Mig 21 blue room 
at least twice where she glimpsed 
the wiretapping equipment that 
theagents used. 

She made her forays into the 
тоот while Doble was the duty of- 
ficer and during their month-long 
stay at the Isafp compound after 
the wiretapping scandal broke out. 

Enrile said the cellular intercep- 
tor estimated to cost $420,000, 


was available to government 
agencies only. 

Retired Maj. Gen. Rodolfo Ca- 
nieso, former chief of the Nation- 
а] Intelligence Coordinating 
Agency who appeared as а wit- 
ness, doubted if an agent, Mig 21 
or the Isafp had the means to pur- 
chase such "expensive equip- 
ment.” 

When asked if the Armed 
Forces had the money to buy a 


Senate probe reveals massive Isafp wiretapping of GMA foes 


From page Al 


sations in the two tapes, saying they 
were members of the Бар Military 
Intelligence Group 21. 

She identified them as T/Sgt. 
Ed Cando, a certain Kuya Ben, 
one M/Sgt. Belledo, T/Sgt. Allan 
Bisulo, and the rest by their code 
names, 212, 213, 214 and 215, 
and Vidal, her boyfriend, among 
others. 

She managed to say that 212 
жаз the code of a certain Sagie, 
and 213, aRebong. 

“Tve been with him for a long 
time,” she said when asked how 
sure she was that it was Doble 
who had annotated a certain con- 
versation. 

She recognize the voices of the 
rest because she had talked to 
them in person or by phone, re- 
calling that it was they who usu- 
ally picked up the phone whenev- 
er she called Doble at Isafp. 

She readily produced four pho- 
tos taken during an outing with 
some Isafp agents. She identified 
each one in the photos, including 
Doble, T/Sgt. Belledo, T/Sgt. 

* Dave, T/Sgt. Abando, Sgt. Velas- 
coand one Pitatot. 

In December last year, Santos 
testified at the Senate that she 
freely roamed in and out of the 


Isafp blue room in June 2004 
where a l4-man team of the 
agencys Mig 21 allegedly con- 
ducted the wiretapping. 

“The direction is pointing to 
that,” Sen. Rodolfo Biazon, chair 
ofthe investigating committee оп 
national defense, told reporters 
when asked ifit could be conclud- 
ей from Santos’ testimony that it 
was Isafp which had carried out 
the wiretapping. 

The two tapes were submit- 
ted by lawyer Samuel Ong, who 
surfaced last June claiming that 
he had the master copy of the 
wiretaps. He could not attend 
the inquiry because he faces аг- 
rest on charges of kidnapping 
and illegal detention, said Sen. 
Rodolfo Biazon, chair of the 
committee conducting the in- 
quiry. 

A former deputy director of the 
National Bureau of Investigation, 
Ong had earlier said that he had 
bought the tapes from Doble for 
P2 million. 


Isafp has deteriorated 

The recordings included con- 
versations between President 
Macapagal-Arroyo and former 
Election Commissioner Virgilio 
Garcillano allegedly showing that 
she rigged the 2004 balloting—a 


charge she has vehemently de- 
nied. Disclosures in Hello Garci 
tapes led to an impeachment at- 
tempt against Ms Arroyo, which 
her allies in the House killed in 
September. 

Robles, Enrile and Honasan 
shared the view that the military, 
mandated to be apolitical, had 
engaged in partisan politics. 

“As we listen to the tapes or the 
recordings, the more I feel that 
we have an intelligence agency 
that has deteriorated probably 
beyond repair,” Robles said. 

"And my heart beats for it be- 
cause 1 had been with the вар 
for some time, and we had insti- 
tuted procedures (for wiretap- 
ping), which have been lost.” 

Honasan agreed with Robles. 
“1 would like to raise the alarm 
about something that is develop- 
ing ... the deterioration of a very 
sensitive agency of government,” 
he said. 

‘ft is grossly unfair—in fact, I 
think it is eriminal—for civilian 
authority or politicians to inflict 
this on an institution that is man- 
dated to be apolitical... Soldiers 
are not praetorian guards of any 
individual or group,” he said. 


Disastrous and tragic 
“The armed forces is the only 


legalized armed group and for it 
to take sides is disastrous and 
tragic for our democracy" 
Honasan said. 

Enrile was more critical. 

“1fthis was an election, it's very 
obvious that the military organi- 
zation, through its intelligence 
operation, is already a participant 
in the political game of the coun- 
try. That's the worst part of this 
whole thing. It has lost its apoliti- 
cal character,” he said 

“They don't deserve the acco- 
lade of being called intelligence 
officers; they are eavesdroppers. 
Nothing more, nothing less. 
Voyeurs.” 

The senator later moved that 
the Armed Forces chief and the 
Isafp chief who were serving at 
the time the wiretapping was car- 
ried out be identified and sum- 
moned “to pinpoint responsibili- 
ty" This was unanimously ap- 
proved by the committee. 


Excerpts of Honasan phone tap 

Some excerpts of the conversa- 
tions of one tape went: 

Voice 1: Hello, good afternoon. 

Voice 2: Yes, sir. 

V1: Si Commodore Robles ito, 
iyong tungkol sa party. Puwede 
bang matanong? 

V2: Yessir. 
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‘V1: Kay Senator Enrile 
V2: Оро 
ino ito? 
ir, nakisuyo lang ako kay 


VI: Wala siya diyan? 

V2: Wala ho. Sa office po ito ni 
Senator Honasan. 

Vl: Saan ba itong office na ito? 
Office ni Senator Honasan? 

V2: Оро 

Robles, looking smart in a busi- 
ness suit, admitted that the first 
voice was his and explained that 
he was actually trying to reach 
Enrile's office to set a meeting, 
but got the wrong number. 

“It is my voice. 1 remember 
the conversation clearly. From 
the context, it's very clear. Its 
my first and only time to call 
Senator Honasans office. I 
didn't even know that it was his 
office. I thought it was the num- 
ber of Senator Enrile whom 
wanted to contact at the time,” 
he said. 

Dumlao also admitted that the 
other voice was hers. 

Their conversation was record- 
ed at 4:55 p.m. on Feb. 15, 2004. 

Dumlao confirmed her voice in 
several other conversations 
tapped from January to February 
2004, but clarified that it was not 
her voice in the other conversa- 


Fil-Am spy. . 


US District Judge William Н. 
Walls denied a request to let 
Aquino go free on bail until his 
trial, which is still months away. 

"What you have is an individu- 
al who would be considered part. 
of the opposition to the govern- 
ment. But its a long stretch be- 
tween expressing political views. 
and knowingly passing classified 
information, which is what Mr. 
Aquino is charged with," Berman 
said, adding: 

“Aquino is a Filipino patriot 
who is opposed to the current ad- 
ministration. In America, it's not 
acrime to be in the opposition." 

‘Aquino, 39, fled to the United 
States after being implicated in 
the murder of publicist Salvador 
“Bubby” Dacer and his driver, 
Manuel Corbito, in 2000. 

He was arrested in September 
along with Leandro Aragoncillo, 
a Philippine-bom intelligence an- 
alyst of the Federal Bureau of In- 
vestigation who used to work in 
the White House. 


‘Conspirators’ 

The US Attorneys Office in 
Newark contends that Aquino 
and Aragoncillo conspired to 
overthrow the Arroyo adminis- 
tration. 

“The evidence will show that 
Aragoneillo, Aquino ... and others 
possessed а powerful motive to 
enter and participate in the crimi- 
nal conspiracy referenced in the 
indicment: Фе destabilization 
and removal of the current gov- 
emment of the Republic of the 
Philippines,” Assistant US Atror- 
ney Karl Buch wrote in documents 
filed late Tuesday. 

Both men are charged with 
conspiracy and acting as unregis- 
tered foreign agents. 

Aragoncillo, 47, is also accused 
of misusing an FBI computer. He 
has been negotiating a plea deal, 
according to court documents. 

Prosecutors say Aragoncillo 
stole sensitive classified docu- 
ments and gave them to Aquino, 
who then passed them along to 
current or former Philippine offi- 
cials. 

Ousted President Joseph Estra- 
da, Senate Minority Leader Aquili 
no Pimentel Jr. and Lacson have 
acknowledged receiving e-mail 
from Aragoneillo or Aquino. 


“Flight risk’ 

Judge Walls ruled that Aquino 
was a serious flight risk, noting 
that he faced deportation for 
overstaying a tourist visa and 
prosecution in the Philippines for 
the Dacer-Corbito murders, 

Prosecutors had claimed that 
‘Aquino “actively investigated the 
activities of [Ms Arroyo] and other 


unit, he said: "Yes." He said it was 
possible the government could 
have procured the interceptor, 
stressing that it needed the coop- 
eration of service providers to op- 
erateit. 

"The equipment to enable inter- 
ception of cellular calls wil require 
"what is called a permit to purchase 
and you have been secretary of de- 
fense. I think that you know..." he 
said, addressing Enrile. 


tions. She could not recall all the 
people she had talked to, except 
for Robles. 


Canieso and son 

The second tape was also 
played. Here are some excerpts: 

Vi: Hello. 

V2: Bong 

уго 

V2: Kausapin ka ni Daddy. 

V1: Мау text na rin ba diyan sa 
iyo si Bonifacio? 

V2: 00, 

УТ: Mayroon? 

V2: 00. 

The conversation was record- 
ed at 7:34 a.m. on May 8, 2004. 

Former chief of the National 
Intelligence Coordinating Agency 
retired General Canieso con- 
firmed that one voice was his and 
the other was that of his son, Ali 
Ben Rajah Canieso, who failed to 
attend the hearing due to a prior 
commitment. 

The elder Canieso explained 
that he worked for Soldiers for 
Peace and Progress, an organi- 
zation formed by retired mili- 
tary volunteers to protect Lac- 
son's vote, while his son worked 
on the communication side. 
Most of the time, the son carried 
the retired general's mobile 
phone. 


public officials in the Philippines,” 
and either obtained or tried to ob- 
tain sensitive personal and finan- 
cial information about them. 

For example, prosecutors said, 
Aquino obtained toll records fora 
telephone in the President's office 
in Malacafiang. 

Berman has acknowledged 
that Aquino received documents 
from Aragoncillo, but said none 
were marked confidential. 

‘Aquino has an extensive inteli- 
gence and security background, ac- 
cording to court documents, In the 
Philippines, he served as chief ofop- 
erations for the Presidential An- 
t-Organized Crime Task Force from 
July 1998 to January 2001, and 
even took a course on crisis man- 
agement at FBI headquarters in 
Quantico, Virginia, in August 2000. 


‘Persecution’ 

Berman said Aquino left his 

homeland in June 2001 because 

there was a change in the leader- 
ship of the Philippines, and he 
was being persecuted.” 

‘Asked after the hearing to elab- 
orate, Berman said Aquino had 
feared for his safety. 

“The rough and tumble of 
Philippine politics is a lot rougher 
than what we experience here in 
the US,” Berman said. “He defi- 
nitely felt at risk remaining in the 
Philippines.” 

Because of that, Berman said, 
‘Aquino came to the United States 
to enroll in nursing school and 
start a new Ше in New York City’s 
Queens borough. 

"What type of spy comes to the 
US and goes to nursing school?” 
Berman said. 


‘Not in bad faith’ 

In Manila, Estrada yesterday 
downplayed the value of the clas- 
sified information that he and 
other opposition leaders had re- 
ceived. 

Estrada, who acknowledged 
receiving information from Arag- 
oncillo, said most of the material 
amounted to little more than 
news summaries and assess- 
ments of politicians. 

“1 don't believe the guy sent 
those materials in bad faith,” 
Estrada told The Associated Press 
by phone. “What's spying there 
when there was nothing new in 
the downloaded materials? Ev 
erybody knew the contents. .. 1 
read them in newspapers.” 

Estrada said he did not think 
that Aragoncillo passed on classi 
fied information for money, but 
because he was “overly con 
сетей about his relatives and fel 
low Filipinos.” 

“Even if he was already at the 
FBI and a naturalized American. 
he still has a Filipino heart,” 
Estrada said. АР 
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NATIONAL BIBLE WEEK 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER _ 


2 top bishops ask Filipinos 


7 By Christian V. Esguerra 


„i TWO LEADING LIGHTS OF THE 
Roman Catholic church in the 

* philippines appealed to Filipinos 

_ yesterday to Keep faith in their 
country despite the seemingly 
endless economic and political 
crises that have overtaken it. 

"There is no reason to despair 
for our country" Archbishop An- 
gel Lagdameo, president of the 
Gatholic Bishops Conference of 
the Philippines (CBCP), said in a 
message marking the obser- 
vance of National Bible Week ti- 
ted "There is Hope for Our 
Country" 

Lagdameo’s optimism was 
based on his observation that 
good people continued to out- 
mumber the bad omes. The 
prelate, who also heads the arch- 
diocese of Jaro, identified these 
good people as those who “follow 
the Word of God, made flesh in 
Jesus Christ who is the Way, the 
"Truth, and the Life.” 

Just as optimistic was Manila 
Archbishop Gaudencio Rosales, 
who believes the country could 
‘overcome the challenges it faces 
given the proper attitude toward 

‚ the scriptures. 

“May His Word be ‘the lamp to 
our feet and a light to our path’ as 
we journey toward national heal- 
ing and renewal," he said in a 

© separate message. 

National transformation, start- 
ing from individual conversion, is 
the direction being taken by Lag- 
dameo, more than a month after 
he assumed leadership of the 

з, country’s bishops, now number- 
ing 122. 

The prelate underscored this 
priority in last month's National 
Prayer Breakfast when he urged 
leaders in both the government. 
and private sectors to be account- 
able for their actions. 

In a strongly worded speech 
delivered in the presence of Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo, he said 
ап accountable leader is one who 
“does not sweep the truth under 
the carpet.” 

Ina separate National Bible 
Week message, Sorsogon Bi 

© op Arturo Bastes said 
ipinos have become unworthy 
of our dignity as Christians be- 
cause of our many failures аза 
nation.” 

„ "Indeed, we are a nation that 

* urgently needs healing, renewal 
and transformation," said Bastes, 
who heads the СВСРЗ Episcopal 

© Commission on the Biblical Apos- 
tolate. 

їп a press conference launch- 

" ing the National Bible Week, Fr. 
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Gerardo Tapiador, the commis- 
sion's director for Metro Manila, 
zeroed in on the importance of 
going to the scriptures to survive 
today's travails. 

Describing the Bible as the 
only source of truth, he warned 
Filipinos against being fed false 
information or outright lies. 
“You will be misled,” he told re- 
porters. 

Critics have also scored the 
Catholic hierarchy for allegedly 
not doing enough to enlighten 
its flock amid the lies and cov- 
er-ups purportedly being ped- 
dled by some people in govern- 
ment. 

‘The CBCP is scheduled to hold 
its first plenary assembly for the 
year and the first under Lag- 
‘dameo on Jan. 28 to 30. 

Caloocan Bishop Deogracias 
Iñiguez, head of the CBCP's 
Episcopal Commission on Pub- 
lic Affairs, said earlier that the 
discussions would touch on the. 
national situation, including 
the unresolved question over 
the legitimacy of the Arroyo 
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‘SHOP EARLY > 


Erap group hails Magdalo 4 Esc 


By Edson C. Tandoc Jr. 


"DESCRIBING THE ESCAPE OF 
the four Oakwood mutineers as 
“energy-injecting,” members of 
the United Opposition (UNO) fi- 
“nally broke months of silence 
yesterday and vowed to reinvig- 

„orate efforts to force President 

Macapagal-Arroyo out of Mala- 

‘Safiang, 

1e: "This is the first cry of the Unit- 

‘$d Opposition (this year): To start 

hoff a renewed, reenergized, rein- 

pivigorated GMA Step Down Cam- 

“paign for 2006,” former Sen. 
"Ernesto Maceda said. 

X- Sounding inspired by the state- 
“ments of the four soldiers asking 
"Ms Arroyo to step down, most of 

he opposition leaders who 


showed up at a meeting yester- 
day made references to the mut 
neers, whom Makati City Mayor 
Jejomar Binay described as "na- 
tionalists.” 

"We take off our hats to them. 
We have an open invitation for 
them for tonight but we don't 
know how to contact them," Bi- 
nay, also the UNO President, told 
reporters. 

Former Sen. Ernesto Herrera 
said he believed that an “Oak- 
wood II" was in the offing, It will 
be successful this time, according 
to former Sen. Francisco Тагай. 

‘The meeting last night was the 
first big gathering of the political 
opposition this year, but fewer 
members showed up compared to 
previous meetings. 


А puzzle: Intel head ... 


from page Al 

“their security escorts were boarding 
their respective service vehicles. 

Quevedo, who was in barong 

‘Tagalog, as usual waved aside re- 
porters who sought to interview 
him. 

.. Sources said Trillanes could not 
"fave given the media interviews un- 
less Quevedo, the custodian of Tril- 
“Janes and three other alleged mutiny 
Gore leaders, had allowed him. 

7: Trillanes got his half-hour talk 
with the media even as fellow 
Oakwood mutiny leader Marine 
Capt. Nicanor Faeldon escaped 
„from Isafp custody by giving his 
‘escorts the slip on Dec. 14 outside 
the Makati RTC building. 

Trillanes, who acted аз 

spokesperson for the 300 junior 
officers and men who staged а 
mutiny at the Ayala Oakwood 
Premiere on July 27, 2003, was 
given by his Isafp custodians time 
to talk to the media. 


Pre-arranged interview 
As guards kept watch around 
media-mobbed Trillanes, the Mag- 
dalo leader entertained a few more 
questions before proceeding to the 
ground floor, where a news crew 
had set up fora pre-arranged inter- 
view with ABS-CBN's Ces Drilon. 
Trillanes gladly answered 
Drilon's questions for 15 to 20 
minutes, as other members of the 
“media listened. A military guard, 
who was in plainclothes, mean- 
„time kept pointing to his watch to 
remind Drilon about the time. 
Trillanes used the opportunity 
tothe hilt to expound on his polit- 


ical views and to call on the na- 
tion to take a hard look at the Ar- 
royo administration. 

“ts time for all of us to decide 
which side we will take, whether 
we are for GMA [Ms Arroyo] or for 
change ... If you choose change, it 
means you want and you are hop- 
ing that your quality of life and that 
of your fellow Filipinos will be bet- 
tex” Trillanes said as mutineers 
and their security escorts listened. 

“If you choose GMA, that 
means you are content with your 
situation now . . until 2010," he 
also said. 


Rock bottom. 

When the interview маз 
wrapped up at around 12:20 
p.m. Trillanes, surrounded by se- 
curity, walked straight to his 
coaster waiting on the driveway. 

Before he boarded his coaster 
though, he stopped for just a few 
seconds to rebut a TV reporters 
query on whether the options he had 
laid would uplift or further degrade 
the nation’ lot: "How can it go up or 
down? Were already rock-bottom.” 

"With Trillanes and his guards 
aboard, the coaster then sped off, 
followed by two AUV's filled with 
armed guards, 

Quevedo could not be reached 
forcomment yesterday. 

The AFP leadership has de- 
cared it would stay "neutral" 
amid the political crisis hounding 
the Commander їп Chief ever 
since the "Hello Garci" tapes, 
which allegedly indicated that Ms 
Arroyo rigged the 2004 presiden- 
tial election, emerged last June. 
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From page Al 
obviously a pseudonym. It did not 
provide details. 

“We make up the New АЕР And 
ме join our fellow Filipinos who 
now refuse to be cowed. We are а 
force that grows stronger by the 
day" the four Oakwood muti- 
neers said in a statement issued 
through GMAT. 

The escape, the second after 
fellow mutineer Marine Capt. 
Nicanor Faeldon gave his 
guards the slip last month, has 
triggered fresh speculations of 
a plot to destabilize the Arroyo 
administration after the Presi- 
dent's political foes failed to 
unseat her with an impeach- 
ment complaint in September 
and after several months of 
street protests. 

Speaking through his lawyer, 
Magdalo leader Navy Lt. Antonio 
“Trillanes IV also said yesterday: 
“The escape of the four had the 
full blessings of our group. This is 
just part of things to come." 

Lawyer Argee Guevarra was 
interviewed yesterday after he 
visited Trillanes and other lead- 
ers of the Magdalo group who 
are being held at the Intell 
gence Service of the Armed 
Forces of the Philippines deten- 
tion center. 

Оп July 27, 2003, more than 
300 junior officers and soldiers 
seized the posh Oakwood Pre- 
miere apartment-hotel in 
Makati City to denounce corrup- 
tion in the military and the gov- 
етпел, The mutiny was 
peacefully put down less than 
24 hours later. 

Trillanes’ statement indicated 
that the escape of Rabonza, San 
Juan, Sarmiento and Bumidang 
had been planned well in ad- 
vance, 

“Be assured the four are not 
out there to harm anyone. In- 
stead expect them to do the 
right things at the right time. 1 
reiterate my call to the people to 
decide which side to take: GMA 
(Ms Arroyo) or change, Tril- 
lanes said. 

Rabonza, San Juan, Sarmiento 
and Bumidang bolted Fort Boni- 
facio a few hours after Trillanes 
called on Filipinos to back either 
the President or change in a rare 
media interview outside the 
Makati Regional Trial Court. 

“They're following a script, 
and it's part of a grand design to 


ape part of bigger plot | 


unseat Ms Arroyo,” said a top po- 
lice official, who is closely moni- 
toring the anti-Arroyo move- 
ment. 


The police official agreed to 


speak to the Inquirer and discuss 
how the police viewed the escape 
on condition of anonymity. 

He said the Magdalo group 
persisted in recruiting other offi 
cers and enlisted men to join a 
move to overthrow the Arroyo 
administration. 

“Captain Faeldon escaped in 
December. He posted his photos 
‘on Monday. Trillanes spoke on 
‘Tuesday, then the four soldiers es- 
caped. This is scripted. This is 
part of a grand scenario, and the 
aim is to overthrow GMA. The 
destabilization moves have start- 
ed,” he said. 

National Security Adviser Nor- 
berto Gonzales said he was inves- 
tigating а new plot that included. 


Oakwood Il 


royo. 


sovereign,” they said. 


growing. 


ап alleged plan to assassinate the 


President and some members of 
her Cabinet. 


Raw intelligence report 

Gonzales admitted that the in- 
telligence report was still “raw” 
but it generated a “degree of 
credibility” after the escape of the 
four Oakwood mutineers. 

Asked whether the plot in- 
volved a coup, Gonzales said the 
organizers fully realized that 
they couldn't launch a coup be- 
cause the vast majority of the offi- 
cers’ corps [of the Armed Forces 
of the Philippines] was for keep- 
ing the AFP out of partisan poli- 
tics.” 


Cı 


сощ 


is conference 
In the House of Representa- 
tives, an ally of Ms Arroyo raised 
the alarm over an impending 


р. 

“(The military should) not dis- 
count the possibility that the 
Magdalo soldiers’ escape could 
be part of a plan to once again in- 
volve susceptible AFP members 
in political adventurism,” said 
Minority Leader Prospero No- 
grales. 


in Fort Bonifacio. 


them .. 


He noted that 
sounded relaxed 
cracked a joke. 


"The mere fact that five of the 


Magdalo leaders and members 
have already bolted from their fa- 
cility means there's a big problem 
from within,” he said. 

‘The military top brass held ап 
emergency crisis conference at 
Сатр Aguinaldo yesterday morn- 
ing to discuss the escape and the 
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lawyers. 


Never again, 


From page Al 
Florencio “Butch” Abad and 
Batanes Rep. Henedina Razon- 
Abad, said she will never hold 
up the Bible again for Ms Ar- 
royo. 

“With all the controversies 
surrounding her, I think we de- 
serve someone better,” Abad 
said, Spoken like a true daugh- 
ter of her father. 

"The older Abad was among 
the 10 ranking officials of the 
Arroyo administration who re- 
signed on July 8, 2005, and 
asked Ms Arroyo to do the 
same and to answer accusa- 
tions she cheated in the May 
2004 elections. 


P200-bill 

Collectively called the “Hyatt 
10," the group has continued its 
call for Ms Arroyo to resign through the Black 
and White Movement, of which the older Abad 
isan active member. 

А snapshot of the historic event will be im- 
mortalized on the P200 bill, an honor indeed 
for the teener nicknamed Patsy, now a charm- 
ing 16-year-old senior high schoo! student at 
Holy Spirit College. 

“Pm part of history. Its a very nice bless- 
ing," she said, sheepishly, "My friends, they 
tease me. They call me ‘mukhang pera’ be- 
cause my face is on the P200 bill.” 


Arroyo. 


Family affair 

‘Abad said the family was at Edsa when her 
father delivered a speech denouncing Estrada, 
who was impeached for plunder. It was her sec- 
ond day at Edsa when her Dad and siblings Ju- 
Jia Andrea, Pio Emmanuel and Luis Andres de- 
cided to join the march to Mendiola. 

"They said it might not be safe, so 1 was left 
behind at Edsa with Mom," Abad said. 

She recalled helping her mother and the 
nuns fix up things at the shrine. 

Ironically, the Abad family now find itself оп 
the same side of the political spectrum as the 
‘man they had helped oust from power. 


Waste of time 

The camp of former President Estrada 
called Edsa П a power grab pushed by power- 
ful interests. Estrada spokesperson Rep. Dida- 
gen Dilangaien is trying to dissuade the coun 
try from commemorating Edsa Il as it was not 
a “popular uprising. It’s equivalent to cele- 
brating the death of democracy." 

“The country has not known а moments 


“morale” of the men. Army and 
police were on full alert in the 
capital, with checkpoints set up 
around military camps. 


The four fugitives’ statement 
through GMA 7 news anchor 
Amold Clavio, vowed to resume 
their failed attempt to oust Ms Ar- 


"We have bolted from the re- 
pression of a bogus regime ... Our 
oath is clear: Our place is with 
our people; the peoples will is 


They denounced "corruption, 
illegitimacy and neglect" and said 
they seek "change [їп] a system 
that installs the people's enemies. 
in power and perpetuates the ex- 
clusion of the majority.” 

They said the number of 
restive troops in the military is 


Contact with lawyers 
Rabonza, San Juan, Sarmiento. 
and Bumidang made contact with 
their lawyers yesterday to erase 
doubts about their escape 
Bumidang told his lawyer, Roel 
Pulido, that he and the three oth- 
ers had received inside help when 
they escaped from the Custodial 
Management Unit building inside 
the maximum-security 
gence Service Group compound 


“He said ‘brother officers! 
that’s the term he used, rescued 
them because they learned there 
was an evil intention against 
Т don't know if that 
means a threat against their life 
oranything," Pulido said. 

Pulido said he was able to talk 
to Bumidang over the phone at 5 
a.m, yesterday. But late Wednes- 
day night, he already received a 
text message from Bumidang. 

Bumidang 
and 


Lawyer Theodore Te, who rep- 
resents San Juan and Sarmiento, 
also received a text message from 
SanJuanatSa.m. yesterday, mu 


Te said San Juan said he and 
Sarmiento were doing fine and 
that they apologized for the trou- 
ble they had caused to their 


Former Sen. Rene Saguisag al- 
зо received а text message from 


TODAY, Patsy Abad, then 
11, was hustled to the 
makeshift stage to hold 
the Bible as Chef Justice 
Davide administered the 
oath of office to Ms 
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his client Rabonza yesterday. 

The four were supposed to be 
transferred to another 156 de- 
tention building to prevent 
them from escaping, according 
to Army chief Lt. Gen. Hermo- 
genes Esperon. But they were 
discovered to be gone at 9 p.m. 
before they could be trans- 
ferred. 

Pulido said he did not press Bu- 
midang on exactly how he and 
the others escaped. 

Esperon, who said he was “em- 
barrassed” by the escape, initially 
dismissed the officers claim that 
they received inside help. 

But he did not discount the 
possibility 

“We don't doubt our troops. 
‘They are doing a good job. But if 
that comes out in the investiga- 
tion, so be it," Esperon said. 

Esperon claimed he knew 
about the planned escape, and 
yet was unable to preventit. 


Relieved 

None'of the detainees’ guards 
have been relieved. Instead, Brig. 
Gen. Ruben Rafael was relieved 
as Fort Bonifacio camp comman- 
det 

‘Armed Forces Chief of Staff 
Generoso Senga called an emer- 
gency meeting among the top of- 
ficials of the three major ser- 
vvices—Army, Navy and Air Force. 
Philippine National Police Direc- 
tor General Arturo Lomibao was 
also at the meeting. 

Senga stressed “the desire of 
the President to intensify the 
manhunt” against the escaped 
mutineers, according to Esperon. 

Before the latest escape, the 
military and police made it a 
top priority to recapture Fael- 
don based on orders from the 
President. 

But, Faeldon was able to 
launch a civil disobedience cam- 
paign and reportedly enter two 
military camps and the police na- 
tional headquarters without get- 
ting caught. 

About 130 of the Oakwood 

ineers, deemed to have been 
misled, were freed from deten- 
tion in late 2003. Nearly 200 oth- 
ers returned to their units last 
May after a military court ruled 
they had served sentences on 
lesser charges while confined to 
barracks. With reports from 
Christine О. Avendaño and Nor- 
man Bordadora 


says girl... 


peace since President Macapagal 
took over the reins of power,” 
said Dilangalen. 

Patsy remembered someone 
looking for “a young person 
wearing white,” and of being told 
that she was going to hold up the 
Bible. (Abad's mother said it was 
actually Ma. Elena Bautista, then 
an event organizer and now the 
Land Transportation Office chef, 
who was scouting for a young 
person to do the job.) 

*] thought was going to offer 
the Bible during the Eucharistic 
Mass. 1 didn't realize it was the 
oath-taking,” she recalled 


Intelli- 


even 


Things happened fast 

Somebody also suggested 
that Abad wear her T-shirt in- 
side out, to hide the butterfly 
design on the shirt, But no- 
body cared that she was only wearing khaki 
pants and rubber shoes. 

Things happened fast. Looking back, Abad 
remembered being overwhelmed by the 
crowd and the photographers who were 
jostling onstage. 

“1 didn't know where to look. Iwas also scared 
Td fall off the stage because 1 was being pushed 
toward the edge,” she said during an interview at 
the Abad residence in Quezon City. 


Global 

Images of the event went around the globe as 
news spread about the downfall of Estrada. And 
Abod's relatives abroad, including her aunt, the 
ate celebrated artist Pacita Abad, noted that the 
girl holding up the Bible looked familiar. 

The most surprised was her Dad, who 
could not contain himself at the sight of his 
youngest daughter actually playing a part in 
history. The older Abad has also claimed his 
lifetime bragging rights 


кою 


Bragging rights 

"He is always telling people 1 am that girl,” 
Abad giggled. 

At the Abad family reunion in Batanes last 
December, Abad said her dad raffled off P200 
bills with her signature. “It's а collector's item, 
pwedeng ibenta sa e-Bay,” she said. 

‘Abad has actually a sheet of uncut P200 
bills given as memento from the Central 
Bank. She noted that in the picture, Ms Ar- 
royo was actually taller than her. 

Slim and pretty Abad said she has grown three 
or four inches since then. “Pm taller now" she 
said, stretching to her full five-foot-two height. 
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New power ‘superbody’ 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


layer of bureaucracy, IPPs say 


CREATING A COMPETITIVE ENVIRONMENT 
through proper implementation of the the 
Electric Power Industry Reform Act (Epira), 
not the creation ofa new layer of bureaucracy, 
will solve the problems besetting the power 
industry. 

"This was the position of the Philippine Inde- 
pendent Power Producers Association (Pippa) on 
Executive Order No. 474 creating a power indus- 
пу "superbody" that will forge private sector 
partnerships for energy projects. 

President Macapagal-Arroyo issued EO 474 
last November creating the Philippine Strategic 
Oil, Gas, Energy Resources and Power Infrastruc- 
ture Office (PSOGERPIO), ostensibly to “avert 
the fast approaching energy crisis." 

"The agency is tasked, among others things, to 
identify and certify “national priority projects” 
and enter into agreements with private entities to 
undertake and realize these priority projects. 

But Pippa said recent developments in the en- 
ergy industry have caused much uncertainty and 
concern for the industry players and prospective 
investors. It said the creation of an energy "super- 
body” through EO No. 474 is perceived as a ma- 
jor setback to the government’ thrust to privatize 
and sell the National Power Corp.'s (NPC) assets. 

"The EO is symptomatic of a government 
‘wanting to go back to central planning, a policy 
that has only given the country disastrous re- 
sults,” it said. “Itis also a complete reversal of Epi- 
таз vision of creating competition which wil 
eventually benefit the consumers; and govem- 


SBMA may soon 


By Blanche S. Rivera 


‘THE SUBIC BAY METROPOLITAN ADMINIS- 
tration is preparing an environmental impact 
assessment study of the entire Freeport zone 
to secure authority from the national govern- 
ment to approve projects in ће environmen- 
tally critical area. 

‘The Department of Environment and Natu- 
ral Resources will give the SBMA a program- 
matic environmental compliance certificate, or 
an ECC covering a special zone, if the SBMA 
‘meets all the requirements set by the DENR. 

‘The SBMA and DENR signed last week a 
‘memorandum of agreement that would autho- 
rize the SBMA to issue ECCs and notices of vio 
lation, and impose and collect fines from erring 
firms, when it acquires the programmatic ECC. 

"Even the monitoring and permitting re- 
quirements would be handled by the SBMA, 


ment finally getting rid of the burden of heavily 
subsidizing the МРС” 

Ms Arroyo has postponed the implementation 
of EO 474 pending a review and further "fine- 
tuning,” But the Pippa said it was still concemed 
about the damage the EO can inflict on the pow- 
er industry should government decide to push 
through with it. 

The proposed agency, Pippa said, is yet anoth- 
er means by which govemment can re-regulate 
and control the industry. It said: “ is a 'super- 
body—a govemment instrumentality that can 
decide which power projects will be developed, 
who will develop them, how they will be fi- 
nanced. Из powers are as limited or as limitless as 
its imagination. By definition, it can effectively 
second-guess the ERC (Energy Regulatory Com- 
mission) and render it powerless.” 

Thus, it said, the Pippa strongly condemns any 
and all efforts to undermine the goals and gains 
of Epira’s privatization and deregulation policies. 

In 2001, Congress passed Republic Act No. 
9136, otherwise known as the Epiro, which, the 
Pippa said, promised a deregulated and priva- 
tized environment in which market forces and 
competition would dictate the terms and condi- 
tions of power supply and service. The Epira also 
created the ERC, a regulatory body 

"With all these in place, we ask the govem- 
ment to simply remain tue to its word and allow 
the county to realize the benefits of true privati 
zation and deregulation as promised by the E; 
ra,” Pippa said. 


issue ECCs 


but that is without prejudice to the DENR tois- 
sue ECs for environmentally critical projects,” 
Environmental Management Bureau executive 
director Lolibeth Medrano said yesterday. 

Environmentally critical projects include ће 
construction of major dams, and other acti 
ties related to the mining and petrochemical. 
industries, and those that pose direct damage 
to the environment. 

‘The DENR and SBMA have been in a legal 
tussle over the jurisdiction in clearing projects 
within the Freeport zone. The SBMA insists it 
has authority over the special zone, but the 
Court of Appeals has ruled that this did not 
cover the DENR’ authority to issue ЕОС: 

Following a series of meetings last year, the 
DENR an SBMA finally inked an agreement 
last week to allow the SBMA to process and is- 
sue the ECCs once it has secured a progr: 
matic ECC from the DENR. 
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‘THE NATIONAL PRESS CLUB (NPC) 
has expressed sadness and shock over 
the death of People's Journal manag- 
ing editor Eleazar "Ely" S. Lopez. 

Ely died of cardio-pulmonary at- 
tackyesterday. He was dead on arrival Jt 
at the Ospital ng Maynila. He was 55. 


Kung Hei Fat Choi. 


à Only from Prestige С 


The body lies at the Mt. Carmel 
Chapel in New Manila, Quezon City. 
A lifetime member of the NPC, Ely 
is survived by his wife Concepcion 
and children Eric, Erwin and Eleazar. 


NPC President Tony Antonio paid 


anew Ely Lopez, Journal managing ed; 55 А 


tribute to Ely, saying he was a serious 
competent and hard-hitting journalist 
in both print and radio. 

Former NPC president Louie Logar- 
ta said Ely was one of the pillars of 
Journals Group, noting that he had 
been with Journal since its inception. 
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Congress oversight body calls for end to VFA in 6 months 


From page Al 

` On the motion of Sen. Juan Ponce En- 
rile, the Lovfa also voted to include in the 
resolution a paragraph that would “ter- 
minate all funding from the Philippine 
government for the Balikatan exercises,” 
effectively stopping RP-US military exer- 
cises until after ће trial of the accused. 
""*This is our initial response to the 
United States’ (refusal to surrender] cus- 
tody of the accused to the Philippine gov- 
émment," said Cuenco, who chairs the 
House foreign affairs committee, 

He added: "I hope our executive de- 
partment will feel the pulse and the 
sense of the House and the Senate in this 
matter Its an outrage. 


GMA ‘ethically bound’ 
1 “We should also intensify our diplo- 
‘atic efforts along with this desire of ours 


to terminate and renegotiate the treaty" 

The resolution—which stemmed from 
the US Embassy's refusal on Monday to 
surrender the Americans charged with 
rape—will be submitted next week to ће 
two chambers of Congress for approval 
before it is sent to President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo. 

“The resolution will be sent to the 
President, who will, in effect, be ethically 
bound to transmit it to the US Embassy 
through the DFA (Department of Foreign 
Affairs),” Santiago said. 

“Since Congress sets foreign policy by 
the Senate power to concur in treaties, it 
is Congress therefore that will set the 
policy on whether a treaty shall be termi- 
nated or renegotiated,” she said. 

‘After the President formally notifies 
the US government of the Philippine in- 
tent to terminate the treaty, there will still 

be a period of six months before the 
treaty is “automatically terminated.” 

“We are hoping that we can negoti- 
ate with the US a treaty provision that 
makes custody by the Philippines 
compulsory or automatic once a crim- 
inal complaint is filed in court by the 
state prosecutor,” Santiago said. 

This provision is found in the Sta- 
tus of Forces Agreements forged by 
the United States with South Korea, 
Japan and Germany. 
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"My hope is that during the next six 
months, if the US is serious about a VFA, 
it will on its own initiative request a 
renegotiation. It can at least give us the 
courtesy of asking, Why do you wish to 
terminate it?" Santiago said. 

Cuenco said the President had to abro- 
gate the VFA because "the prospect of the 
US agreeing to our request for custody of 
the four Marines through diplomatic 
channels looks very dim.” 

“Thope she does,” he told the Inqumen, 
adding that the ball was now in Ms Ar- 
royo's court. 


Unchanged views 

Reached by the Ingumer for comment, 
the US Embassy maintained its stance. 

“Our views have not changed that the 
УРА is a mutually beneficial and useful 
framework that clarifies the legal status of 
visiting US military personnel and en- 
ables both the US and the Philippines to 
advance their national security interests,” 
press attaché Matthew Lussenhop said. 

He said the US government remained 
“focused on seeing that justice is served” 
in connection with the rape case that, he 
noted, was now "proceeding to trial" un- 
der the terms of the УРА. 

He also said the embassy would "continue 
to cooperate" with Philippine authorities. 

Lussenhop declined to comment on 
the concurrent resolution itself 
ог on the lawmakers’ delibera- 
tions, but said that as standard 
procedure, the embassy was 
keeping Washington updated 
on developments. 


Philippine prison 

Fresh from the failed diplo- 
matic effort to gain custody of 
the accused, Foreign Secretary 
Alberto Romulo assured law- 
makers that the Americans 
would do time in a Philippine 
prison if convicted. 

Romulo, who is in Washing- 
ton, made the assurance in а 
statement read in his behalf by 
Undersecretary Rafael Seguis 
at the Lovfa deliberations on 
the concurrent resolution. 
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“The accused will be tried in 
accordance with Philippine 
laws. If found guilty, this pri- 
mary jurisdiction continues, 
and incarceration in the Philip- 


From page Al 


By Tonette Orejas 
PDI Central Luzon Desk 


THE PROSECUTION IN THE RAPE 
case against four US Marines wants 
know: Who is the American official di 
rectly accountable for their custody? 

Olongapo City Prosecutor Pruden- 
cio Jalandoni yesterday observed that 
US Embassy officials had been provid- 
ing “a general answer" to the question 
of custody, and had not gone beyond 
invoking pertinent provisions in the 
RPUS Visiting Forces Agreement. 

“They keep on saying they are re- 
taining custody of these servicemen, 
but they haven't told us yet the name 
of the official responsible for [the 
four]," he told the Inquirer. 

‘According to Jalandoni, the em- 
bassy should name the actual custodi- 
an of the servicemen charged with 


US Embassy asked: 
Who’s in charge? 


raping a Filipino woman because it is 
this person who will receive and im- 
plement judicial notices and assume 
liability if any of the four flees. 

He said the issue of custody was 
"clearer" during the time when the US 
government maintained military 
bases in Luzon, 

Back then, state prosecutors issued 
a “legal hold” document against erring 
US servicemen, he said. 

Jalandoni said the document served 
as a hold-departure order, meaning 
the offenders were not allowed to 
leave the country until the case was 
finished. Base commanders issued 
custody receipts that named the offi 
ial responsible for the offenders. 

He said that even in cases where of- 
fenders were tried in military courts, 
Filipino judges and prosecutors were 
informed of who the custodians were. 


pines follows,” Romulo said. 

“Pursuant to the VFA, the US has as- 
sured us of Philippine custody after trial, 
if the accused are found guilty,” he said. 

Romulo conceded a “problem” with 
the VFA provisions on custody, suggest- 
ing that this weakened the legal basis of 
the Philippine request for custody. 

“As pointed out by several Philippine 
experts in international law, the problem 
lies in the absence of а common defini- 
tion of what constitutes an 'extraordi- 
nary case ..." he said. 

In a separate statement, the DFA indi- 
cated that it had not given up on its cus- 
tody talks with American diplomats. 

It said a second note verbale was sent 
to the US mission last Jan. 17 “reiterat- 
ing” the Philippine position and asking 
that "discussions" continue. 

Romulo also said the DFA would con- 
tinue to negotiate for custody even dur- 
ing the trial of the accused. 

But Enrile said the second note ver- 
bale would "sleep the sleep of the dead. 

*My brutal, candid, realistic and prag- 
matic position is that we can never get 
custody of these people. That's a fact of 
life. Ifyou don't have the guns, the clout, 
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ready to promptly bang it up with 
Pacquiao, whom he had beaten in 
their first encounter. 

Minutes earlier, Pacquiao spoke in 
English to steal the show while thank- 
ing the promoters, host Steve Wynn, 
his countrymen, his friend, President 
‘Macapagal-Arroyo, and other Filipino 
politicians coming to back him in his 
quest for immortality against 
Morales. 


Built-in superiority 

Morales, in quietly explaining his 
built-in superiority, repeated what his 
manager Fernando Beltran had told 
the Inquirer upon their arrival here 
that the result of the 12-round re- 
match on Saturday would not be too 
different from last year’s: Morales 
would emerge winner. 

The prevailing confidence in the 
Mexican camp was fueled by the tru- 


ism that, while Team Pacquiao 
claimed having learned from their 
mistakes, Morales would be improv- 
ing on their tested victory formula. 
‘They would be much ahead improv- 
ing on their winning ways. 

“1 just can be where I want to be in- 
side the ring, I can do whatever 1 
want to do inside there,” said Morales 
to stress his multi-dimensional ad- 
vantage over Pacquiao, who is gener- 
ally perceived as a one-track slasher. 

“Tm in great shape, mentally and 
physically,” Morales added. “I fight a 
different fight, I fight better.” 

Of course, it's no secret that the 
southpaw Pacquiao has worked over- 
time, real hard, to make adjustments 
and boost his skills that could now in- 
clude а counterattack right out of a 
weave or a duck, unlike last time 
when he was often caught recreating 
frantically. 

All that, conceded Morales, was to 


they'll step on you like a rat,” he said. 

Romulo has been in Washington since 
last week for engagements that, accord- 
ing to the departments media office, 
have nothing to do with the rape case. 

But Seguis told the Lovfa that Romulo 
had raised the issue of Philippine cus- 
tody over the Marines with a deputy of 
US Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice. 

"Your honor, 1 understand that Secre- 
tary Alberto Romulo had met with the 
deputy assistant secretary of state,” 
Seguis told Santiago. 

He said the US official, whom he did 
not name, visited Romulo's hotel but that 
the DFA chief got the same response “as 
what the US Embassy gave us.” 

This led Santiago to wryly ask why 
Rice herself did not meet with Romulo. 


Only a deputy 

"Deputy na, assistant pa?" Santiago 
said, adding: 

“Apparently, all of these indicate that the 
US does not look highly on the Philippines. 
In fact, it looks so askance at the Philip- 
pines that it has not bothered to appoint a 
regular ambassador (for Manila]. With a 
report from Michael Lim Ubac 


Morales says he’s too good for Pacquiao 


be expected from a loser. 


Makings of a classic 

ut they would be making а mis- 
take if they based their hopes and 
plans on what happened last time 
when I lost against Zahir Raheem,” 
Morales explained. 

For his part, Top Rank big boss Bob 
‘Arum, said the Battle has the makings 
ofa classic. 

“No chess games, Morales and Pac- 
quiao will bring in their A-game, ev- 
erything,” the fabled prizefight im- 
presario quipped. 

Pacquiao was described by promot- 
ег Gary Shaw as the only foreign 
fighter who can speak straight En- 
glish. 

Pacquiao greeted Mexican fans in 
Spanish—muchas gracias and expect 
a gran pelea—to the delight of a tele- 
vision crew from Tijuana, Morales’ 
birthplace. 
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From page Al 


and lesbian cowgirls took part in 
the gay rodeo at Chandler in the 

i Arizona desert at the weekend. 
For years such rodeos were 
shunned and even run out of 
some towns. Now the unortho- 
dox event is a welcomed part of 
! the cowboy diary, though many 
participants have lived their own 
tales like "Brokeback Mountain,” 
which won three Golden Globes 
оп Monday and is now in the 


j frontline for the Oscars, 


Kurt McGregor, a spokesperson 
for the Road Runner gay rodeo, said 
there were firefighters, doctors, 
construction workers and other 
professionals among the members. 

“As in ‘Brokeback Mountain,’ 
lots of us are actually married, 
some even have had children, be- 


: fore they understood 
| couldn't change,” he said. 


Dressed in drag 


Like other cowboys, the mem- 
bers ofthe Chandler gay rodeo like 
to ride horses, catch a calf with 
their bare hands or rope a bull 

But the Road Runner Rodeo has 
{ts own special characteristics. 

‘Competitors also have to put 
underwear on the back legs of a 
sheep or tie a ribbon on the tail of 
the calf they have just hauled 


we 


over, 


‘Brokeback’ breaks ... 


an angry bull without falling. 

Protective headwear is com- 
pulsory but one competitor 
joked: “Should we wear the hel- 
‘met on the wig or the wig on the 
helmet.” 

Chandler is part of the Interna- 
tional Gay Rodeo Association 
which has existed for about two 
decades and now organizes 20 
events a year in the United States 
and Canada. 

It has about 1,000 members 
across North America, 


Homophobia 

“We are people who like the 
Western style of life, but we don't 
want to suffer from prejudices be- 
cause of our gayness," said Alan 
Stark, 43, who works for a rail- 
road company in Fort Laud- 
erdale, Florida. 

"Brokeback Mountain, the 
story of a secret love between two 
cowboys in the 1960s and '70s, 
has had a strong impact on real 
gay cowboys as well as critics 
who have acclaimed the film and 
its Taiwanese director Ang Lee. 

“I grew up in Oklahoma, a red- 
neck state. When 1 realized 1 was 
gay, 1 really had to hide and be 
very careful," added Stark. 

Jason, who acts as the Rodeo 
clown to entertain the Chandler 


they 


crowds between the events, said: 
hope І can show this film to my 
parents, It's full of memories." AFP 
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arrested at Naia 


JAPANESE FUGITIVE 
Yukio Oneda was ar- 
rested by immigration 
agents Tuesday night 
at the Ninoy Aquino 
International Airport 
after he arrived on a 
Thai Airways fight 
from Bangkok. 

The 57-year-old 
Oneda is wanted in 
Japan for allegedly 
bringing Thai women 
into the country to 
work as prostitutes, 

A Japanese court 
had issued a warrant 
for Oneda's arrest on 
‘Aug, 26, 2005, for vio- 
lation of Japan's em- 
ployment security law, 
the equivalent of the 
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Philippines antihu- 
тап trafficking law. 
The charge was 
based on one incident 
of alleged recruitment 
by the suspect ofa Thai 
woman who was 
forced into prostitution 
after Oneda allegedly 
handed her over to an 
‘accomplice. The wom- 
an was reportedly de- 
livered toa prostitution 
den in Uedashi in 
Nagano prefecture. 
Last year, Oneda 
arrived in the Philip- 
pines on Oct. 20. 
Interpol-Tokyo and 
Japan's national po- 
lice agency informed 
the Bureau of Immi- 
gration about Oneda's 
fugitive status. 
The Japanese au- 
thorities also told 
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da had visited Thai- 
land 54 times since 
January 2002 and 
was always in the 
company of Thai 
women when he re- 
turned to Japan. 

On Oct. 28, 2005, 
Fernandez issued а 
mission order to ar- 
rest Oneda but the 
Japanese was able to 
elude BI agents and 
escape to Thailand 
on Nov. 8. 

The BI placed him 
on its watch list on 
Nov. 17 and it was 
that information that 
popped up when he 
tried to reenter the 
country last Tuesday. 

Femandez зай 
Oneda will be deport- 
ed. He is being held at 
the BI detention cen- 
ter in Taguig City 
pending his ouster 
from фе county 
Leila B. Salaverria 
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NOTICE OF MERGER 


Corporacion Mapfre and The Insular Life Assurance Company, Lid, are pleased 
to announce the merger of Mapfre Asian insurance Corporation (MAIC) and 
Insular General Insurance Company, Inc. with MAIC as the surviving corporation. 
under the terms and conditions of the Articles of Merger as approved by the 
Securities and Exchange Commission on 29 December 2005. 


Notice Is hereby given of the change in the corporate name of MAIC to 
Mapfre Insular Insurance Corporation, 


teal, 
SILVERIO BENNY J. TAN 
Corporate Secretary 
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This Is one of the most exciting bathrooms in recent years. Designed by Stefano 
Giovannoni, about whose work Alberto Alessi said; "With exceptionally Innovative 
design, Stefano has openly and masterfully created a bathroom that has all of the 
known contours and yet is exciting and very human." The emotional objects fulfil 
modern demands: Invisible overflows, automatic lowering of the seat with it's anti 
bacterial coating. 
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the WORLD eT 
US, EU rebuff Iran call for nuke talks 


WASHINGTON—THE UNITED STATES AND THE been negotiating with Tehran, was Тһе socalled EU-3 has joined if there is nothing new in what they manent members, to back even- 
E Uni Wedı 4, buffed 1 “there is not much to talk about” af- with the United States in seeking an are going to put on the table,” tual UN sanctions against Iran. 

European Union on Wednesday rebuffed an Irani- ter iran moved to resume sensitive emergency meeting of the Intema- Solana said. France and Britain have Solana told reporters that Rus- 

an call for new talks on their nuclear dispute and re Sins cleaver ی ا‎ ue Ed m pies the Iranian offer. sia, which has offered to handle 

nai a “1 think its up to the Iranians to іп Vienna, wit aim of “1 think the position now is Iran's uranium-enrichment work 

pressed their drive to refer Tehran to the UN Se- ¢emonsrate that they are ntjust Ian before the UN Security Councl, what we have said .. which soon its soil as a control measure, 

curity Council. talking but they are serious," Rice Solana said the EU had re- have a decision to call for an ех. was trying to buy some more time 
told reporters before meeting with ceived a letter from Iran's nation- traordinary meeting in Vienna of for it to negotiate with Tehran. 

“| think we're long passed the ісу chief Javier Solana agreed the Solana at the state department. al security adviser requesting а the (IAEA) agency and then to re- He said Moscow wanted the UN 
point of talk. We expect action Iranians had yet to show they “It was the Iranians who resumption of the discussions on fer the dossier to the Security Security Council to informally dis- 
From the regime in Iran,” White were ready to deal with Western walked away from the negotia. а package of economic and other Council," Solana said. ‘cuss the case before an official de- 
House spokesperson Scott Мс. fears they were seeking to devel- tions, who broke the moratorium incentives for Tehran that began Тһе initiative was clouded by cision on a UN referral. The Rus- 
Clellan told reporters op nuclear weapons. (on nuclear activities),” Rice said more than a year ago. the reluctance of countries such зіапз also saw no need for the IAEA 

US Secretary of State Con- Rice said the message from Wash- of the effort led by Britain, France “We replied that it doesn’t make- as Russia and China, two of the to meet before its regularly sched- 
doleezza Rice and EU foreign pol ington's European alles, which had and Germany to resolve the crisis. much sensetohaveanother meeting councils five veto-wielding per- шей session on March6. АЕР 


Top bombmaker 
killed in Pakistan 
airstrike, says US 


ISLAMABAD.-AN AL-QAIDA BOMB EXPERT 
with a $5 million bounty on his head and а so 
in-law of the groups No. 2 were among four mil 


китз believed killed by a US airstrike last week 
Pakistani intelligence sources said on Thursday 
Pakistani Information Minister Sheikh 
Rashid Ahmed acknowledged that “a few mil 
tants” had been killed in Friday's attack, whieh 
ako killed 18 civilians, but said their bodies had 
not been recovered and their identity was under 
investigation 
However, intelligence sources said they be 
lieved they knew the names of three men killed 
ick, which US officials say was aimed 
aida second-in command Ayman al-Za 


stani intelligence sources said al 
wahiri was not at the scene of the attack, but 
one of the dead was thought to be one of his 
sonsindaw, Abdul Rehman AbMisri al 
hribi, who was responsible for адаша 
media department 
Another was Midhat Mursi al-Sayid Umar, 
am expert in explosives and poisons who carried 
1 $5 million on his head from the US Federal 
Bureau of Investigation 
Pakistani officials gave a slightly different 
spelling for the name, but the FBI says Umar 
ran a training camp at Derunta in Afghanistan. 
and since 1999 had proliferated training manu: 
als containing crude recipes for chemical and 
biological 
ABC News and the New York Times, citin 
Pakistani officials, also reported that the 52. 
year-old Egyptian had been killed. 
‘If this person is gone, it is significant. Hi 
and the Joss of peuple like him, would cer 
‘ounerterrorism official, who asked not to 
identified. 
The third man identified by Pakistani intelli 
nee officers was Abu Орай al Misri, al 
of operations in Afghanistan's eastern 
Kunar province, where US and Afghan forces 
regularly come under militant attack. Reuters 


Planning urged 
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Energy is undeniably a part of our lives. This is why First Gen, a leading Filipino power company, is committed to 
delivering reliable, clean and cost-efficient energy. It taps indigenous fuel sources and converts energy to 
electricity to power our every endeavor, every day. It is this form of energy that runs various Filipino industries 


Reuters 
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China struggles to curb growing social unrest 


BEUING—PUBLIC ORDER DISTUR- Hong Kong's Beijing-owned Ta pledged this month to boost the _ Ministry spokesperson Wu said the 
Бапсе їп China are on the rise, a police Kung Pao newspaper has quoted Pub- "combat effectiveness” of the one. number of attacks with explosives 
spokesperson said on Thursday further lic Security Minister Zhou Yongkang  million-strong paramilitary police. nationwide had fallen by 13.7 per 
evidence of growing instability that the аз saying there were 74,000 “mass Мем national emergency response cent to 980 last year. 
ruling Communist Party is struggling to incidents" in 2004 compared with measures require local officials to He gave no details. China has а 
curb, 58,000 in 2003. get news of unrest straight into the track record of fudging statistics to 
‘China hasbeen grappling with an ac- ` Ministry spokesperson Wu Heping hands of central leaders. It is com- cover up problems in its drive to per 
knowledged increase in social unrest, declined to give a figure for mass in- mon for local authorities to cover up petuate one-party rule. 
sparked by public anger over issues cidents last year. such incidents to avoid hurting their The Chinese Academy of Social 
ranging from land grabs without proper “Demands by masses have chances of promotion. Sciences, a top government think 
Compensation and offal corruption to emerged due to rapid economic and 1а December, paramilitary police tank, revealed in a policy paper оп 
ayawning wealth gap. Social development. Communist Par- opened бте оп residents of social issues that 2,500 explosions 
The Ministry of Public Security put ty committees and governments at Dongzhou village in the southern had rocked China in the first nine 
the tatal number of “public order dis. all levels attach a high degree of im- province of Guangdong protesting months of 1998. It failed to say how 
Merbances obstructions of justice, gath. portance to this problem,” Wa told a against a lack of compensation for тапу were deliberate 
ering of mobs and stirring up of trou- news conference land appropriated for a new power The ministry spokesperson said 
Е О B7 000 last уеа up 6.6 percent “We hope the masses can voice plant. The government says three vil. the number of murders nationwide 
from 2004. their appeals through lawful chan- lagers were killed. had dropped by 15.9 percent last 
‘Wile the ministry did not say how nels and consciously safeguard pub- _ This month, a Chinese court jailed year, rapes by 6.8 percent and traf 
many people had been arrested or licorderand respect laws... We hope four villagers for up to five years for ficking of women and children 13.7 
charged. the figure reinforces a tally of problems сап be resolved harmo- staging an antipollution protest that percent 
“mass incidents’—communist jargon niously and in an orderly way.” turned violent in Dongyang in the Some 13.6 percent of people ar- 
for mass pro cinch showed 228 То curb growing unrest, two top eastern province of Zhejiang in rested by police were under 18 
percent rise from 2003 to 2004 generals in the People’s Armed Police April Reuters 


CHINESE models show off their painted 
bodies during a body painting performance 
ata restaurant in Nanjing Jan. 17. Municipal 
authorities have banned nude body shows in 
public places since May 2005. E 


WoRLDBRIEFS 
Ambush, kidnaps in Iraq 


BAGHDAD—Insurgents mounted a major ambush in 
Baghdad on Wednesday, kiling up to 10 people and. 
kidnapping one and possibly two African engineers 
in a second coordinated attack in the capital in as 
‘many days. In the southern city of Basra, two em- 
ployees of a US security frm were killed and one 
wounded when their convoy was blasted by a bomb; 
the family of a kidnapped American journalist ap- 
aled for her release а а group possibly inked to 
her abductors said it freed a sister of Iraq's interior 
minister. Security forces say they are bracing for a 
possible spike in violence by Sunni Arab rebels when 
the final results of last month’ election come out, 
probably on Friday; they wil show continued domi- 
nance for the ruling Shite Islamist b Reuters 


US rights abuse hit 


NEW YORK-—US counterterrorism policies, with their 
deliberate use о! "torture and mistreatment,” put the 
global defense of human rights on the back foot in 
2005, Human Rights Watch said in its annual report 
Wednesday. The New York-based monitor said the 
US strategy has fueled terrorist recruitment and ham- 
pered Washington's ountries 
into respecting international law. “Fighting terrorism 
is central to the human rights cause,” said Kenneth 
Roth, executive director of Human Rights Watch. “But 
using ilegal tactics against alleged terrorists is both 
wrong and counterproductive" The watchdog also 
criticized US al г on terror for undermin 
ing critical international protections, citing Britain for 
‘seeking to send suspects to governments likely to 
torture, and Canada for moves to dilute a new treaty 
outlawing enforced disappearances, АР 


Norvasc patent upheld 

NEW YORK—Prizer Inc. said yesterday that a federal 
court in the Northern District of Minois has upheld 
the company’s US patent covering amlodipine besy 
Tate, the active ingredient in Norvasc, the world’s 
most-resoibed branded medicine for treating hy- 
pertenson. The patent had been challenged by the 
generic manufacturer Apotex Judge James M. 
Rosenbaum ruled that the patent (US Patent No. 
4,878,303) covering amlodipine beste is valid, en 
orceable and infringed by the generic manufacturers 
product The decision, which is subject to appeal 
prohibits Apotex aching a generic version of 
amlodipine unti September 2007, "The court deci 
Sion is another important victory for medical innova- 
tors who invest in high-risk research to develop Ше 
saving medicines, as well as for the patients who 
benefit from those medicines,” sad Jetrey Kindler 
vice chairman and general counsel of Pfizer, 


Indonesia atrocities 
SYONEY—The Indonesia military used starvation 
and sexual violence as weapons to control East 
Timor during a 24-year occupation of he province 
that caused he deaths of up o 180,000 civilians, 
according to a report cited Thursday by The Aus- 
tralian newspaper. The newspaper sad it obtained а 
copy ofthe 2,800-page report by the East Timorese 
Commission for Reception, Truth and Reconcilia 
thon, which is due to be handed to the United Na 

tions by East Timor President Xanana Gusmao on 
Friday. The report detailed how Indonesian soldiers 
used nap to poison food 
and water supplies during their 1975 invasion of the 
territory, a former Portuguese colony with an ove 
elmingly Roman Catholic population AFP 


38 dead in Kenya battle 
LODWAR. Kenya —A bate for livestock between 
Ethiopian and Kenyan nomads has left 38 peopl 
dead in drought-stricken northern Kenya, official and 
aid workers said Thursday Dongiro warriors crossed 
into Kenya last Friday and attacked Turkana hen 
men i order to steal their animals, said Njenga Miri 
Ыйы aT 2 the district commissioner for Turkana. T @ 
led 30 of the raiders and eight Kenyans, all ot them 
Women and children. The clashes took place in the 
remote vilage of Lokamarinyang, along the Keny 
Ethiopia border and 420 km north of Lodwar, area ad 
ker Lucas Arlong said. News of the battle only 
reached the regional capital Thursday тот. АР 


Russia freeze kills 24 
MOSCOW-Russi early Thursday was bracing сай 
fora second day of freezing col, with authorities ге 
nationwide that consequently turn the wheel towards economic growth. Because ommending Moscow businesses send employees 
energy is part and parcel of progress, First Gen aims to give every Filipino the power to back home to save energy, as overnight temperature 


again fell below minus 30 C (minus 22 P) in the сарі 
fulfill his dreams and live a better life. First Gen is committed to deliver this power for life tal and even lower elsewhere. Twenty fout people 


froze to death in western Rus day, and 


Б Сеп E 


Power for the Filipino rately, authorities collected the bodies of 10 people 
found on the streets of Volgograd. АР 
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Ап іпѕійе јор 

5 MUCH AS ІТ MIGHT IRRITATE OTHERS, THE 

obligation of an attorney is to protect his client 

within the bounds of the law. Therefore, when 
lawyer Roel Pulido heard that four of the Oakwood muti- 
neers were going to be moved from their detention cells 
in Fort Bonifacio to somewhere supposedly more secure, 
he rushed to attend to his clients. 
: lt. Gen. Hermogenes Esperon Jr, 
EDITORIAL chief of the Philippine Army, says that 

the military got wind of a possible es- 

cape attempt by the officers (Capt. Nathaniel Rabonza 
and Ist Lieutenants Lawrence San Juan, Sonny Sarmien- 
to and Patricio Bumindang Jr). Because of the intelli- 
gence reports, the military decided to transfer the prison- 
ers from the Custodial Management Unit (CMU) to а 
nearby building. Pulido, on the other hand, says that the 
transfer was going to be carried out without so much as а 
by-your-leave from a judge or even a notice to the lawyers 
of the prisoners. 

Things got confusing when Pulido showed up at Fort 

Bonifacio. The military claims that Pulido’s appearance 
was a diversionary tactic, because the officers escaped 
"While he was arguing with military officials. The prison- 
ers stacked some chairs, climbed out of a window, cut 
through barbed wire barriers, and escaped. 
"Certainly, military officials from Esperon on down have 
no reason to look kindly on Pulido, who spent the hours 
immediately following the escape suggesting that there 
was the dire possibility of a rubout of the prisoners either 
being contemplated or being carried out. Pulido subse- 
quently admitted that Bumindang had called him to say 
they had truly escaped, with the assistance of fellow sol- 
‘diers in Fort Bonifacio. 

So it was an inside job, which is certainly a more logi- 
cal explanation than the one initially put forward by Es- 
peron. After all, it is outrageous to think that one 
lawyer, however argumentative or excited, could man- 
аде to monopolize the energy and attention of the mili- 
tary to the extent that he made the escape possible. Had 
security been really tight, had the military really been 
strict about security, had the escapees really had only 
their lawyer to rely on, the escape would have been im- 
possible. Simply surrounding the building with soldiers 
at the ready would have resulted in the apprehension of 
the escapees the moment they climbed out of that win- 
dow. 

Like other famous prisoner escapes (those of Col. 
Gringo Honasan in the 1980s come to mind), what's obvi- 
ous is that the military's top brass aren't fully on top of the 
situation. Soldiers guarding soldiers—and in particular, 
earnest young officers—results in the enlisted men 
tasked with guarding prisoners being seduced into assist- 
ing in the escape of the prisoners. 

An obvious case in point was the escape of Capt. 

Nicanor Faeldon who pretended that he was just going to 
buy fruits. When Faeldon escaped, what punishment, if 
any, was given to those who were supposed to guard him? 
fter the four prisoners escaped, the consequences have 
been negligible: The commander of Fort Bonifacio has 
been relieved, yes, but what about Esperon? Shouldn'the 
assume some sort of command responsibility, particular- 
fy since the military appears to have developed a severe 
jnability to keep prisoners behind bars or even to stop 
Navy Lt. Antonio Trillanes from conveniently and dra- 
matically issuing a challenge to the public hours before 
the escape? 
” Esperon may have reasons for suspecting complicity 
‘on the part of Pulido. However, he seems inclined to turn 
a blind eye to the possibility the escape was an inside 
job. Such an attitude smacks of a whitewash. Could it be 
that the military top brass is afraid of further alienating 
fower-ranking officers and enlisted men? Or are they be- 
coming uncertain about their ability to command the 
troops? 

The Romans used to ask who would guard the guard- 
Yans, Now that the guardians have demonstrated their in- 
ability to do their jobs, can they be trusted to investigate 
‘themselves? After all, the country is still waiting for the 
Mayuga report on the involvement of top military offi- 
cials, Esperon among them, in alleged fraud during the 
May 2004 elections, isn't it? 
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‘TIME TO GIVE OUR READERS A CHANCE TO 
be heard, especially those who have been sub- 
jects of previous columns. Here are a few of 
them: 

In the Jan. 16 column, following up a report 
that it was Speaker Jose de Venecia who was 
the mastermind behind the No-El provision of 
the Constitution drafted by the Consultative 
Commission, I wrote that it was former Rep. 
Gerry Espina of Biliran who authored it 
"Whether or not it was ЛУУ who prodded Es- 
pina to make the proposal, only the two of 
them know,” I said. 

Espina senta letter admitting that he indeed 
маз the proponent of the No-E provision, but 
adding that no one prodded him, “not even 
IN” 

“About three years ago, when I was still a con- 
gressman,” he wrote, “the same proposal was 
made by me in a speech on the floor of Congress. 
Hence, when I proposed it in the ConCom, it was 
not something new. Congressmen who were 
with me at the time can attest to this." 

Espina also confirmed that although the No- 
El provision was included in the draft charter, 
he eventually voted against the proposed re- 
vised charter. “I believe that both the parlia- 
‘mentary system and federalism would be more 
destructive of our goals for development than 
No-EL” he said. "So, yes, по one-else is to 
blame for No-El but Gerry Espina. But believe 
me, [had no immoral or evil intent.” 

In the same column, I wrote that the front 
man of the local government units in push- 
ing Charter change was бом. Ben Evardone of 
Eastern Samar, but he didn’t seem to realize 
that when the parliamentary/federal system 
of government they were pushing material- 
ized, his own province and other poor 
provinces would be the hardest hit. In a fed- 
eral government, I pointed out, local govern- 
ment units will have to fend for themselves 
and can't rely on financial help from the na- 
tional government. While a few LGUs can 
support themselves, many more poor 
provinces, cities and municipalities cannot 


NealH. Cruz ok 


and will probably end up taxing their con- 
stituents beyond their capacity to pay. 

Evardone sent a text message saying his 
colleagues in the Governors League have 
changed their minds and are now against 
federalism. 

“We are for more local autonomy and de- 
centralization,” he said, “not federalism. On 
No-El, my proposal is to submit it to the peo- 
ple as a separate question in the plebiscite.” 


Last Jan. 4, [wrote a column on the conflict- 
ing proposals for a new Compulsory Third Par- 
ty Liability (CTPL) insurance scheme for pri- 
vate motor vehicles, following a Senate exposé 
оп the corruption and loss to the government 
of taxes under the present system. The Insur- 
ance Commission and the private insurance 
companies proposed a “clearing house” for all 
CTPL policies. The Government Service Insur- 
ance System (GSIS) proposed that it be the in- 
surer and then it would reinsure the policies 
with reputable insurance companies. 

Some time later, | wrote about a third pro- 
posal to organize a consortium of all insurance 
companies interested in the CTPL business. 
The consortium would act as the insurer for all 
the companies, accept all payments and issue 
all the policies. Then it would divide equally 
the premiums paid to all the members of the 
consortium after remitting the taxes to the 
government. Payment of claims will also be di- 
vided equally among them. 

‘Benjamin Santos, former commissioner of 
the Insurance Commission (IC), sent a letter 
proposing still another scheme that basically 
would also be a consortium with computers 
linked to members and to government agen- 


Чез concerned. He criticized the "bank clear- 
ing house” and GSIS proposals. 

"The "clearing house” espoused by new Insur- 
ance Commissioner Evangeline Escobillo “is not 
only cumbersome for licensing purposes since 
the procedures will call for a bank stop before 
the process is completed,” Santos wrote. "It also. 
miserably fails to provide credibility to attaining 
the objective of public protection since it fosters 
the continued issuance of CTPL policies by sin- 
gle insurance companies." 

The “clearing house" concept, he added, is 
just another name for the PIRA model which. 
has already been found to be deficient. 

How about the GSIS model? In theory it is 
the most practical because vehicle insurance 
premiums would be collected at the same time 
as the registration fees, said Santos. "However, 
it suffers from a fatal flaw: it is illegal for the 
GSIS to sell insurance to private parties, let 
alone to private vehicle owners. No amount of 
reinsuring the business to the insurance indus- 
try can make it legal. Furthermore, the 6515 
cannot legally collect taxes. And knowing the 
GSIS record, how can anyone expect that pay- 
ment of insurance claims would be handled int 
an honest, timely and eficient manner?” ` 

So how does the Insurance Consortiunt 
model compare with the others? This is Santos’ 
answer: ‹ 

"The consortium will be made up of legiti- 
mate, licensed insurance companies man; 
aged by an independently owned IT compa- 
ny to ensure (a) timely and correct payment, 
of claims and taxes and (b) submission of re, 
portorial requirements to all government 
agencies concerned. The consortium concept, 
is simple: responsibilities and accountabili- 
ties are clear and enforceable. No gobbledy- 
gook about insurance technicalities and 
legalese." 

TODAY'S JOKE: If the Constitution is to. 
be amended, this provision should be in- 
cluded: “Members of Parliament should 
have two terms—one in the legislature and 
another one in jail." 


Patriotic whitewater rafting at Chico River 


WHEN I WAS IN COLLEGE IN DILIMAN, I WAS 
told that the best way to serve the people was 
to take to the hills and wage the struggle in the. 
Cordilleras and the Sierra Madre. Now, 
decades later, I realize that taking to the hills 
can mean different things at different times, 
and that the war can be won on many fronts. 

Go whitewater rafting on the mighty Chico 
River. Go local in your family vacations. Go 
help the local tourism industry. Be patriotic. 
‘Shun San Francisco. Shun Hong Kong. Shun 
Bangkok. Tuguegarao, here we come. 

Whitewater rafting is one of those adventure 
vacations 1 had longed to do. More than a year 
ago, I decided to take the plunge, literally, and 
took my wife and kids on a 50-minute flight to 
Tuguegarao, not knowing what to expect. All I 
had was the cell-phone number of Anton Carag, 
charismatic mover and shaker of whitewater 
rafting at Chico since 1998. (He can be reached 
via email at aepigwhitewaterph or an- 
ton@whitewaterph). Не is one of the pioneers 
of whitewater rafting in the Philippines. 

We went kayaking on Pinacanauan River, 
which is fed by the Sierra Madre mountain 
range. My wife, a certified non-athlete, dared 
the rapids and prevailed. My youngest son, 
then in fifth grade, turned out to be the best 
kayaker in the group, who mastered the waves 
into which I would tip over and learn for my- 
self what it feels to be in a washing-machine's 
spin cycle. 

‘The next day, we went whitewater rafting 
оп Chico, whose headwaters come from Mt. 
Data and which flows down through the 
Cordillera mountains in Mountain Province 
and Kalinga. Anton briefed us fully about safe- 
ty and we wore vests and helmets for the ride. 

We explored the Callao Cave which has its 
‘own “chapel” inside and a natural skylight. We 
went spelunking through the darker, tighter 
Sierra cave (not recommended for claustro- 
phobes) with its stalactite and stalagmite for- 
mations. At sundown, we viewed the circadian 
flight of bats, their daily ritual as they fly out of 
their caves in ballet-like grace as they scour the 
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hillsides for food. (They are insect 
bats—delicious, according to the locals, 
though, I must say, I didn't try them.) 

But whicewater rafting, for Filipinos, should 
also be eye-opening. We saw images of nature 
that city slickers get to see only on the National. 
Geographic channel, and discovered the true 
beauty of the Philippines that, strangely 
enough, mainly foreigners appreciate. The wa- 
ters were crystal clear, and you could see the 
river bottom at some sections. I felt, for the 
first time in my life, ће power of a river's cur- 
rent and understood, intuitively this time, Max 
Ehrmann's verse: "Beneath the dashing, noisy 
waves run the silent waters that give the tide 
its course.” 

But I also saw families living in isolated vil- 
lages accessible only by boat, and asked myself 
even more painfully why my nation's wealth is 
amassed in Manila, while other countrymen 
eke out a living in almost medieval conditions. 

Whitewater rafting is part of the new adven- 
ture- and eco-tourism that the Philippines can 
offer to tourists. For too long, we have taken 
for granted our natural resources and failed to 
make the most of our cheap labor, except in the 
form of migrant workers to be exported to 
more affluent economies. As the "Survivor" TV 
series demonstrates, especially that season 
they spent in the Sulu Sea, there are experi- 
ences that people would fight for to remain on 
the island. 

Adventure tourism brings new jobs and new 
businesses. Our river guides were all natives of 
the neighboring communities. On the 
Pinacanauan river, they were local Cagayanos 
from Pefiablanca. On Chico, they came from 


the seven different Kalinga barangays we tra- 
versed on the trip downstream. They knew the 
river like the back of their hand and, I suppose, 
‘wondered why the city folk oohed and aaahed 
as each twist and turn of the river revealed an- 
other of nature's magnificence, in the eroded 
rocks, the green cliffs, or that sudden glimpse 
of the blue skies sandwiched between hilltops. 

The government's tourism program is one 
bright exception to the somber mood of the 
times. Its admirable initiative in medical 
tourism, for instance, should build upon our 
strength, the well-trained Filipino health pro- 
fessional who can match his or her foreign 
counterparts. It should stem the outflow of Fil- 
ipino doctors and nurses, and help them earn 
like expats in their own country It may yet at- 
tract fresh capital into our health industry, and 
bring state-of-the-art technology to our hospi- 
tals. And it is my hope that the globalization of 
health care in Manila will foster First-World 
standards of professionalism and safeguards 
against medical malpractice. 

Thave also read about the governments ini- 
tiatives in spa tourism. It certainly makes 
sense, Each time 1 arrive at Schipol airport in 
Amsterdam and 1 see a chair massage offered 
at some $20 for the first 10 minutes, 1 start 
computing: 13 hours ago, in Manila, 1 could 
have gotten two hours at the spa for that 
‘amount. Spa tourism builds upon our compar» 
ative advantage in cheap labor, and should ele~ 
vate our local hilot centers into the Esalen of 
Asia, without the exorbitant hourly rates. 

As I paddled my boat and relished the view 
while trying my best to stay alive, I was haunt- 
ed by the thought that all the philosophizing I 
do in Diliman seems far removed from the real- 
ity of the people's lives along the Chico river. I 
recalled Pocahontas singing, "Can you sing 
with all the voices of the mountain, can you 
paint with all the colors of the wind? ... We are 
all connected to each other, in a circle, in a 
hope, that never ends." 


Comments to passionforreason@gmail.com 
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THE INQUIRER ON THURSDAY PUBLISHED 
excerpts from classified documents containing the. 
US Embassy assessments of political developments 
in the Philippines in 2005 which were critical of 
the administration of President Macapagal-Ar- 
royo. These excerpts are said to be part of the 101 
documents pilfered from classified files of the Fed- 
eral Bureau of Investigation by Leandro Aragoncil- 
lo, a former US Marine of Filipino extraction, and 
leaked to former Senior Supt. Michael Ray Aquino, 
û close associate of former Philippine National Po- 
lice Director General (now Senator) Panfilo Lac- 
son, The stolen documents are said to have been. 
dent to opposition leaders, among them, former 
President Joseph Estrada, Lacson, Sen. Aquilino 
Pimentel Jr. and Rep. Койо Golez. 

‘The US Justice Department has charged Arag- 
лао with “knowingly communicating classi 
fied information by a government employee to an 
agent ог representative of a foreign country.” 
‘Aquino was charged with allegedly conspiring 
‘with Aragoncillo in passing US intelligence se- 
crets to past and present Philippine officials in an 
effort to destabilize the Arroyo regime. 

The INQUIRER story was based оп an Associated 
Press report and repeated as well as added details 
to a series of reports it ran last October revealing 
diplomatic dispatches purportedly received from 
unnamed US Embassy sources. 

Although Estrada, Pimentel, Lacson and Golez 
Fave acknowledged that they had received e-mail 
from either Aquino or Aragoncillo, they have dis- 
missed the leak as containing material widely 

own to the Filipino public. Lacson said the e- 
Упай from Aquino contained articles about the 
Philippine situation” and "were largely news 
‘that we read in our local media." 

The contents of the secret US Embassy analy- 
ses, judging from the published reports, abun- 
dantly lift from published news stories and do not 
reveal state secrets that were not known in the 
very porous rumor mills of Manila. But thats not 
the point. The case of spying against Aragoncillo 
and Aquino is built on evidence of alleged down- 


Comelec 


HARD TO BELIEVE, BUT AS LAWYER HARRY 
Roque pointed out at a forum on electoral reform 
sponsored by the Black and White Movement 
Wednesday, we are now observing the second an- 
niversary of the Supreme Court decision on the 
"Comelec Modernization Scam," as the Senate 
Blue Ribbon Committee Report on the same mat- 
ter is entitled. 

Last Jan, 13, 2004, the Supreme Court nulli- 
fied the contract between the Comelec and the 
supplier of Automated Counting Machines, de- 
crying what it called the "illegal and abusive acts 
of the Comelec” in wasting P2.3 billion of public 
funds in ill-advised and anomalous transactions 
that have only derailed the entire computeriza- 
tion and modernization of our electoral system. 

Tn its decision, the Court directed the Office of 
the Ombudsman to "determine the criminal liabil 
ху, if any, of the public officials (and conspiring pri- 
vate individuals, if any)" involved in the deal. As а 
news report in yesterday's Inquinen reveals, former 
‘Ombudsman Sonny Marcelo was about ready to 
sign the report that would have forced the Com- 
elec officials to be tried before the Sandiganbayan 
but First Gentleman Mike Arroyo talked him out of 
it. This was the reason, said former Senate Presi- 
dent Jovito Salonga who claimed he heard it from 
Marcelo himself, that Marcelo chose to resign his 
post before his term was over. Salonga urged the 
Information Technology Foundation of the Phi 
pines (ITFP), which filed the suit against the Com- 
elec before the Supreme Court, to submit a motion 
to declare the Ombudsman in contempt of the 
Supreme Court in light of its inaction on the 
Court's recommendation. 

At the same time, there's an ongoing signature 
campaign (including an online petition) to com- 
pel the Comelec commissioners to voluntarily re 
sign from the poll body, with the organizers man- 
aging to draw over 800 signatories. 


‘THE TROUBLE with calling for their resigna- 
tion, though, is that it's all up to the commis- 
sioners to accede to the people's wishes—or 
not. And if the history of office-holders in this 
country is anything to go by, we better not 
hold our breath until they decide to do the 


LOOKING AT THE PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE 
four Oakwood mutineers on TV and in the news- 
papers made me realize how easy it is to track 
down people in this day and age. That is, if the 
authorities really want to track them down. 

We have come a long way in terms of identifi- 
cation from the 19th century, when all one car- 
ried around was a piece of paper, actually a re- 
‘eipt for payment of residence tax known then 
and now as a cedula. When Andres Bonifacio and 
fellow Katipuneros tore up their cedulas as a sym- 
bolic act of defiance of Spanish colonial rule, they 
меге also getting rid of a way for the authorities 
to identify them when stopped at checkpoints, 

Ar the tail-end of the Spanish period, photogra- 
phy was available in the Philippines, but it was 
used mainly for social or sentimental reasons. 
Photographs were not used for IDs or even 
“Wanted” posters. Photographs were costly, and 
only people like Jose Rizal had photographs from 
his student days to his execution, so we can actu- 
ally see him growing up. 

On the other hand, Andres Bonifacio only has 
one extant and blurred photograph. In this his- 
toric mug shot, the hero of the masses is not wear- 
ing the iconographic camisa de chino and scream- 
ing red paints. Bonifacio's only photograph has 
him in a dark suit, wearing a necktie and, de- 
pending on the retouched photograph you are 
looking at, a carnation on his lapel. 

‘A photograph was one way to be identified and 
arrested, зо Paciano Rizal refused to be pho- 
tographed during his lifetime. We only have one 
stolen and candid shot of him in his old age. When 
he died and could not complain or resist, they took 
a handful of shots of him lying in his coffin. 

Without a photograph, it was easier to put on a 
disguise or claim you were someone else. In 
1901, when American troops were trying to cap- 
ture Gen. Miguel Malvar, they had no photograph 
тог cartographic sketch to disseminate, so this 
description was given: 

“Complexion rather dark, weighs about 145 
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loading of classified material from computers at 
the US Federal Bureau of Investigation. 

‘What is striking is the AP report on Vice Presi- 
dent Noli de Castro and the US Embassy assess- 
ment of President Arroyo. A classified embassy 
report dated July 2005 described the President as 
“a weak reactive leader whose technocratic lean- 
ings, oligarchical upbringing, overbearing per- 
sonal style and inability to connect with ordinary 
Filipinos have kept her popularity ratings low in a 
country that reveres warm and outgoing person- 

ies.” It added that her election “was tainted by 
credible rumors of vote-buying, leaving her legiti- 
‘macy once again in question, following her rise to 
power amid rumors of corruption and vote-buy- 
ing" 

"This assessment is basically accurate. Estrada, 
Lacson et al. could not have leamed anything 
new from this assessment. 

The other intriguing element is the assessment 
of De Castro's fitness for the presidency. A classi- 
fied FBI intelligence assessment dated July 2005 
disparaged him: "We inquired about the biogra- 
phy of Rudy Giuliani (mayor of New York during 
the Sept. 11, 2001 bombing attack) sitting atop a 
small stack of books on De Castro's desk and he 
said it was a gift and he hadn't read it ... There is 
no indication De Castro has much knowledge or 
interest in foreign policy issues." 

‘That does not make De Castro any worse than 
most Philippine officials in their familiarity with 
foreign policy issues. What Filipino would have 
been enormously excited about Giuliani's biogra- 
phy, when most of them are more interested in 
reading Internet "blogs"? True, Giuliani emerged 


as a folk hero and was acclaimed by Time maga- 
zine as its "Person of the Year 2001" for his heroic 
intervention to put New York back on its feet after 
the devastating attack. But De Castro's indiffer- 
ence to Giuliani's biography should not be con- 
sidered as a test of his literacy. 

Still his reply must have affronted the inter- 
viewer from the US Embassy. At the time, nothing 
was more important to the United States than 
9/11. How its allies came to the side of the 
wounded United States was the primary concern 
of US policy and the test of friendship. Thus, the 
importance of knowing Giuliani. 

But last yeas, when the US Embassy was assess- 
ing the survival prospects of the Arroyo adminis- 
tration, which was being besieged by a crisis ofle- 
gitimacy, there were more engaging and exciting 
Books than Giuliani's biography. Among these are 
such more compelling books and instructive to 
Filipinos as the raids of Coxinga, the Japanese 

ir in the service of the Ming dynasty, on the 

ippines and the new biographies of Attila the 
Hun, Genghis Khan and Rene Descartes ("The 
Life of Rene Descartes and His Place in His 
Times"). 

То recall, Descartes is the father of famous 
French Cartesian logic that helps us understand the 
brilliant opposition by President Jacques Chiracs 
Prime Minister Dominque de Villepin at the UN Se- 
curity Council to the US plan to invade Iraq as well 
as the dynamics of Frances independent foreign. 


lic 

The US Embassy dossiers are useful docu- 
ments for study because they reveal more about 
US priorities and foreign policy biases more than 
the weaknesses of the Philippine political system 
and the fragility of the Arroyo regime. It поса 
disgrace not to read Giuliani's biography. 

What's more significant is that the stolen FBI 
files were sent to opposition leaders. The choice 
of recipients appears to have been motivated bya 
desire to inform them of the attitude of the US 
government toward the Arroyo regime and prod 
them to mounta challenge to her regime. 
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right and honorable thing. 

As members of a constitutionally protected 
body, so the common perception goes, the only 
way Comelec commissioners can be ousted is 
by the long, tedious and politically charged 
route of impeachment. 

Roque, in his talk at the forum, begged to 
disagree with “conventional wisdom,” though. 
“The Constitution does not provide immunity 
from suits (to all) impeachable officers,” he as- 
serted, “but only to the President.” Going 
through local jurisprudence, Roque said he 
found a recent Supreme Court ruling on an ad- 
ministrative case involving a Comelec com- 
missioner that stated that even an impeach- 
able official can and should be tried for an of- 
fense. Thus, the Ombudsman cannot invoke 
immunity from suit as grounds for inaction on 
the Supreme Court’s order. 

Is impeachment the only way to remove a 
Comelec commissioner? Roque asked, refer- 
ring to the title of the forum. “The answer is 
no. You can charge the Comelec commission- 
ers criminally for their role in this anomaly 
and they will automatically be meted out a 90- 
day suspension.” 

WHY the need to rid the Comelec of its present 
board of commissioners, starting with Chair Ben- 
jamin Abalos? 

Because, said Vicente Romano III of the Black 
and White Movement, “even if President GMA and 
Noli de Castro resign tomorrow, the country would 
still be in a lot of trouble if we hold elections with 
the present Comelec leadership in place.” 

"The aim of the Black and White Movement, а 
broad coalition of civil society groups, Romano ех- 
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pounds, about 5 feet 2 inches in height, short and 
heavy set, with unusually thick and heavy jaw- 
bones, hair black with perhaps a few gray hairs, 
about 40 or 42 years old, wears a gold ring witha 
stone set on the third finger of the left hand, feeta 
litele broad, wears a 5 or 6 shoe (when wearing 
shoes), has well-shaped hands. 

"His hair is liable to grow long in front of his 
ears, giving an appearance of side whiskers. He 
usually wears a small black moustache, and while 
conversing with anyone is liable to bat his eyes in 
a peculiar way. 

"Going about the country with an Indian shirt 
and trousers cut off or rolled up to the knee (to 
avoid detection). If captured will affect being very 
simple, inoffensive, and ignorant native who knows. 
nothing, and will give a wrong name. Mouth large, 
позе ordinary, but slightly resembling Philippine 
позе, eyes black. Sometimes chews betel nut.” 

Despite this detailed description, Malvar elud- 
ed the enemy for a long time, because Filipinos 
would not rat on him. 

The 19th-century cedula contained the per- 
son's name, address, and profession. People still 
have cedulas in the 21st century but we don't use 
them as identification because we have so many 
alternative photo 105 today: school and office 
IDs, SSS/GSIS ID, driver's license, passport, vot- 
ers ID, senior citizen's ID and much more. АЙ this 
сап be confused and confusing, but the only con- 
solation is that private security guards get their 
sense of being from our IDs. 1 received a text on 
different mottos of the US armed forces: “No 
guts, no glory” (Air Porce); "No retreat, no sur- 


| was not just "GMA/Noli Resign,” but 
meaningful reform in Philippine government and 
society. “Electoral reform is a crucial element,” Ro- 
‘mano added, and clean, honest and credible elec: 
tions will not be possible unless the officials heading 
the poll body are themselves reputable and honest. 

‘Gus Lagman, who was president of the ITFP at 
the time it filed suit with the Supreme Court, puts 
it more succinctly: "Electoral reform won't hap- 
pen unless we kick out the Comelec commission- 
ers first.” 

The goal of the petitioner—and the signato- 
rles—even goes beyond just indicting and punish- 
ing the guilty commissioners, they say “Corrup- 
Чоп thrives in this country because we allow it, 
says Lagman. If the commissioners manage to re- 
tire with their names and reputations intact —and. 
still claiming retirement pay from the people they 
scammed—then it sends a sad, familiar message 
to ай Filipinos: Corruption pays and, worse, is 
rarely, if ever punished. 


A QUICK glance at the comments of Filipinos 
here and abroad who signed the online peti- 
tion indicates the extent of public anger and 
disgust at the way our government and society 
tolerates the corrupt and the criminal. 

"D" declares: “Not only resignation, but the 
accused should be brought to justice and made 
to answer for their faults—if found guilty—ap- 
propriate punishment should be applied. We 
should not be complacent after the petition 
letter ... we are asking for justice and I believe 
resignation is not justice for the billions of 
squandered funds that I sweated out." 

“Why resign?" “J” demands. “If we can pun- 
ish them from doing such disgrace to our coun- 
try, resignation of a public official due to cor- 
ruption is not enough!!! We should impose а 
greater disciplinary action on those involved, 
but how can we? The legislature won’t think of 
such a bill because they will be affected to a 
much greater degree!” 

“M” has a much more radical proposition: 
“Ask them to commit seppuku (ritual suicide) 
to bring back dignity and honor to a shamed 
institution.” 


render" (Marines); and "No pain, no gain" 
(Army). Would you believe Philippine security 
guards have their own motto? "No ID. No entry" 

Old passports used to ask about distinguishing 
features on a face. But that was before advances 
їп dermatology and cosmetic surgery, When 1 
asked my dermatologist ifshe would recommend 
removing the President’s mole, her reply was that 
it was her most distinguishing feature and would 
require changing the description on her passport 
and other documents. 

‘Alejandro Roces has some funny anecdotes 
about disguises during the martial law regime 
Charito Planas hid behind a Muslim vell 
Heherson Alvarez got a passport using a fake 
name and Roces tells us how: 

“I used to have this (small, one-room) office 
[with a bathroom]. One day, Sonny Alvarez came 
in with a bakla and asked that they be allowed to 
use my bathroom. So I said yes. 1 was a bit star- 
tled when the two of them entered the bathroom 
together, but I didn’t mind until they didn't come 
ош after a while. They stayed there for about 
three hours! My God, what were they doing 
there? 1 knocked and asked, What are you doing 
there?’ The door swung open and Sonny came 
ош with false teeth and а contorted face. The 
bakla happened to be one of Ceciles makeup 
artists at Peta. My God, you should have seen 
Sonny—he was so ugly. After this, they had to 
rush to have his photograph taken with that ugly 
face so it could be put on his passport! Oh, 1 wish 
they had kept that passport with that face, It was 
so ugly Sonny got through the Immigration peo- 
pleat the Manila Intemational Airport." 

Identification is very advanced these days. We 
have finger-printing, we have photos of faces, we 
сусп have high-resolution photos of the retina, 
and of course the ultimate in identification: a per- 
son's DNA. Disguises won't work anymore, 


Comments are welcome at aocampo@ate- 
neo.edu 
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WHEN IT BECAME CLEAR THAT MICHELLE BACHELET 
had won Chile's presidential elections last Sunday, crowds 
poured into the streets in jubilation, cheering as she asked 
them rhetorically: "Who would have imagined 5, 10, 15 
years ago, that Chile would elect a woman president?" 

We Filipinos might respond by pointing out, hey, we've 
had two women presidents since 1986. 

Butler's look more closely at the woman Chile just elected, 
Bachelet's father was 
killed by the Chilean 
military under Au- 
gusto Pinochet's dic- 
taorhip Нег 
boyfriend was one of 
ihe many political 
dissidents who were 
arrested, never to Бе 
seen again. She and 
her mother were both arrested and tortured, and then ex- 
iled. They were later able to return to Chile, where Bachelet 
joined the anti-dictatorship movement that eventually 
brought down Pinochet. Trained as a pediatric surgeon, she 
served the new government as health minister and then de- 
fense secretary, a first in Latin America. 

Even more amazing are details from her personal life: 
Bachelet is a Socialist, a single mother of three and an agnos- 
ч. 

The more I thought about Chile's last election, the more I 
realized there's more to all this than an issue of gender. As we 
debate now on our system of government, we should be ask- 
ing ourselves ifthe problem isthe form of government, or the 
social and cultural conditions that either allow or prevent us 
from making democratic governance a reality. 

А соттоп past 

тһе Philippines shares much of а common past with 
Chile and Latin America, influenced by Spanish (and for 
Brazil, Portuguese) colonizers: an absolutist authoritarian 
view of the world, a feudal system marked by great eco- 
nomic inequity and politics that alternates between repres- 
sion and patronage. We also share the Latin machismo and 
its problems, from the system of queridas (mistresses) to vi- 
lence against women. Until 2004, Chile was one of only 
three countries in the world without divorce. (If you're 
wondering, today there are only two: Malta and the Philip- 
pines.) 

Certainly, there are important differences between Latin 
‘America and the Philippines. The Spanish mestizos in Latin 
‘America revolted against Mother Spain early in the 19th cen- 
tury, creating one independent country after another. Some 
did quite well; Argentina was one of the most economically 
advanced nations in the world at one time. Latin American 
‘countries, free of Spain, also allowed more liberal political 
and social philosophies to emerge. 

The 20th century saw Latin American countries degener- 
ating into banana republics, where wealthy families spentall 
their time plotting against each other than on governance. 
The despots’ power often depended on their ties with US 
multinational companies and the US government. Washing- 
ton interfered constantly with local politics, supporting the 
most pro-American politicians and ousting the less coopera 
tive. 

Despite these problems, progressive politics flourished in 
many of the countries. In 1968, Chile elected a Socialist, Sal- 
vador Allende, as president. Then the United States 
launched a destabilization campaign that culminated lii il 
military coup on Sept. 11, 1973. Allende was killed when the 
military bombed the presidential palace. Until 1990, Chile 
suffered in the hands of Pinochet and his butchers, with 
some 3,000 Chileans losing their lives. 

After the dictators 

We got rid of Marcos in 1986, while the Chileans ousted 
Pinochet in 1990. Since then, Chile has restored democracy. 
Inthe Philippines, we only think we did. 

Chile had strong democratic Left parties, including Al- 
lende's Socialist Party, that led the anti-dictatorship struggle. 
After they won in 1990, they formed a center-left political 
coalition, Concertacion, that has led Chile through all the 
post-Pinochet years. 

Under Concertacion, Chile stabilized, politically and 
economically. Unlike us, the Chileans were unrelenting i 
bringing Pinochet to justice. Although the dictator went 
into exile in Europe, he was eventually extradited and is 
now under house arrest in Chile. It pursued free-market 
economics and respected political processes. Concerta- 
cion also developed their social welfare programs and 
Bachelet's victory came with pledges to strengthen these 
programs. 

‘And the Philippines? We keep electing right-wing politi 
cians who won't let go of power. We ape America with its 
dog-eat-dog capitalism while tossing loose change to the 
poor. We would never elect someone like Bachelet because 
ме still want to pretend we are a morally upright people, 
pro-family and pro-life, even as we send children out to beg 
in the streets, export their parents as cheap labor, allow for- 
eign military troops to conduct war exercises on our soil and 
rape our women. 

Chile is macho country, but Bachelet rode to victory on 
both women's and men's votes. When you analyze what hap- 
pened, you realize Chileans voted for her not, because 
she was a woman but also because she stood fo — »olitical 
leadership that had governed well 

Her own person 

At the individual level, Bachelet was voted into the 
highest office because she was her own person. The news- 
papers report that she rarely talked about her own trials 
under Pinochet and her loss of her father or boyfriend. 
She was Michelle Bachelet, not the wife or daughter of 
some other powerful politician as had been the case with 
other women heads of state in Latin America and the 
Philippines. 

When senators interviewed her to see ifshe'd make a good 
presidential candidate, they asked what she was looking for 
in life, She was said to have answered: "To walk along the 
beach holding the hand of my lover.” In a media interview, 
she talked about combining parenting with politics by de- 
scribing what she does when her son calls, needing wax pa- 
per: “It is not that you cancel your meeting, but after your 
day, you go to the supermarket to buy the supplies." 

Show-biz politics? Maybe. But then our President tries 
hard as well to be show biz and her answers could never 
come close to Bachelet’s. 

‘Again, this is not just a gender issue, Chile tells us that 
against all odds, you can build a political system where vot- 
ers recognize performance, rather than personalities, where 
women and men of substance can still win over traditional 
and moneyed politicians (Bachelet’s main rival was а billion- 
aire, the owner of LAN, Chile's largest airline). 

"The quote I gave at the beginning of this column was in- 
complete. After exulting over Chile's election of а woman 
president, Bachelet went on to declare: "We have shown a 
‘country can be prosperous without losing its soul." 

For Chileans, that statement was an affirmation of years of 
building a democracy For Filipinos, especially for our 
economist of a President, that statement could be а chal- 
Tenge to be bolder as we imagine what could have been ancl 
what could still be. 


Michael L. Tan ÇN 
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WE, THE MEMBERS OF THE LAS 
Pifias City Bar Association, join all 
peace-loving Filipinos in condenu 
ing the recent murder of Pasay City 
RTC Judge Henrick Gingoyon. There 
can be no better example of the erim- 
inal elements’ disregard of order in 
our society than the killing of people 
who administer and dispense justice 
inourland. 

We, therefore, urge the government 
to speed up the investigation of all un- 
solved killings of judges and lawyers, 
and to bring posthaste the perpetrators, 
most especially the masterminds of 


-— PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER ~ 


OPINION 


| Justice for judges 


these dastardly crimes, before the bar of 
justice. In this regard, we strongly sup- 
port the idea of Chief Justice Artemio U 
Panganiban for the creation of a special 
unit in the Department of Justice that 
will focus on solving such murders. 
Finally, we ask our fellow members 
of the Philippine Bar to unite so that 
our collective voice will be heard, loud 
and clear, in defense of the rule of law 
and administration of justice. 
—JESUS S. SIRIOS, 
PRO, Las Piñas City Bar Association, 
1 Apollo 4, Moonwalk Village, 
Las Piñas City 


Inquirer's uplifting stories 


І THANK THE INQUIRER FOR RUN. 
ning uplifting stories on its front 
page. I've been avoiding reading 
newspapers lately, especially because 
Tusually have the opportunity to read 
only during mealtimes. The pre 

able fare of crimes, tragedies, cor- 
ruption scandals and political bicker- 
ings just turns my stomach. 

But 1 was pleasantly surprised by 
stories like "How a ‘kaingin’ farmer be- 
came "Dr Luis.” (PDI, 1/5/06) It 
brought tears to my eyes. Stories like 
this renew the Filipino's faith in our na- 
tion and do much more good than a 
thousand reports on what this politi 
cian says about that other politician. 


1 hope to see more stories like this 
because being with groups like [volun 
teer, Hands on Manila, Haribon, WWF 
and Birdwatch Philippines, I see peo- 
ple who are making a difference in our. 
country every day, and I always wish 
that more people would see what a lot. 
of good people are doing with great 
success. 

Tike many others, Tm sure—am 
positively affected by such people 
whose selfless deeds, 1 think, inspire 
us to do whatever we can, wherever 
we are, with whatever we have. Once 
again, a big thank you to the Inquirer! 

—CHRISTINA ALEJANDRO, 
tina@papemelroti.com 


Eight VAT charges in electric bill 


1 JUST RECEIVED MY MERALCO 
billing for Dec. 15, 2005, and counted 
eight value-added tax billings: 

VAT for general charge, VAT for 
trans charge, VAT for SL charge 
(whatever that is!), VAT Power Act 
Rdn, VAT for Dist & Subs (again, 
whatever that is), VAT Sales, VAT ze 


o rated, VAT Exempt. 

VHAT about VAT for farting? 

From a 70-year-old retiree getting 
2,000 from the Social Security Sys- 
tem, enough to pay his Meralco 
billings and its VAT. 

—PABLO CALICANTO, 
pablicanto72@yahoo.com 
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SC committed 
to four ‘ins’ 


IN HIS LETTER TO THE EDITOR, 
Amado Gat Inciong (PDI, 1/14/06) 
asks “the Panganiban Court [to} make 
public exactly how much in loans and 
in grants the Davide Court got.” 

The answer is simple: the Supreme 
Court never got any loans or grants di- 
rectly from international ог foreign 
funding agencies. Itwas the Philippine 
government, through the Department 
of Finance, that secured these funds, 
which were in turn allocated for judi- 
cial projects. 

Furthermore, most of these funds 
were used precisely to assure the inde- 
pendence of the judiciary. Internation- 
al institutions, like the World Bank, 
the Asian Development Bank and the 
European Union, are interested in in- 
dependent and credible judiciaries in 
the whole world, not only in our coun- 
try, because they believe that their pri- 
mary mission of promoting economic 
development cannot be attained with- 
out independent and credible judicia- 
Чез. 

In any event, Chief Justice Artemio 
X Panganiban is committed to a judi- 
ciary that is dedicated to the rule of 
Jaw and characterized by four "ins" 
independence, integrity, intelligence 
and industry under an environment of 
transparency. He will not allow judi- 
cial independence to be compromised 
in any manner, 

—ISMAELG. KHANJR., 

deputy court administrator and chief 
Public Information Office, 

Supreme Court, 

Padre Faura Street, Manila 
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Those who see hope for the nation 
in a change to parliamentary govern 
ment seem to be far outnumbered by 
those who see it as a holding pattern 
{for the Arroyo administration, if our 
readers’ reactions are any indication. 
The Council of State meeting was per- 
ceived as а Palace play. Readers have 
also cast a wary eye on former Presi- 
dent Fidel Ramos’ interventions, and 
two suggested that Filipino political 
culture itself is responsible for the po- 
litical impasse. 


THE CRISIS THAT HAS HOUNDED 
the Arroyo administration can only 
be blamed on the President herself 
She should have thought better 
[about] being catapulted to the pres- 
idency by people power without the 
benefitof a popular vote. 

The moment she decided to play 
with the people's mandate, she en- 
tered uncharted waters. In the final 
analysis, God will still determine the 
length of her stay. 

Resigning [at] the earliest possi- 
ble time is the only option left [to] 
her If she doesn't do that she will on- 
ly be prolonging the agony of ulti- 
mate defeat—leresito Custodia, 
Sacramento, California, USA 

A Council of State meeting to dis- 
cuss pressing problems of national 
interest [is] nothing but psychologi 
cal warfare. The President and her 
advisers are trying their best to de- 
flect the people's demand for her to 
resign. 


Uncharted waters 


Voices 
ON INQ7.NET 


Former President Corazon Aquino 
is correct: The moral issue is the No. 
1 problem of the country. Without 
morality the country will remain in 
the snake pit. 

Please, Madam President, set a 
good example for future leaders of 
ош country. Be like the leaders of 
Japan and South Korea who resign 
once there is a perception or allega- 
Чоп of moral indiscretion.—Roj 
Clemente, M8Consult@aol.com 

It's really annoying to hear former 
President Ramos trying to bully Pres- 
ident Arroyo to quit by 2007. [By] 
what authority [does he] say [those] 
impolite words to the highest official 
of the land? Remember he's retired, 
and all affixes and suffixes to his 
name are also retired. Нез an ordi- 
nary citizen like us. 

To be [at] the forefront of battle is 
like wearing double-knit pants in the. 
age of Levis maong.—Hedjib Edo- 
ria, jun@eveshealth.com 

Whenever a crisis occurs, politi- 
cians always refer to the Constitu- 
Чоп, not for guidance but to see 
what's wrong [with it]. It happened. 
хо the 1935, 1973 and 1986 Consti- 
tutions, aside from the first funda- 


mental laws in 1899, [with their] 
provisions being amended many 
times to suit the powers that be. 

As the administration of Ms Ar- 
royo [is] being rocked with scandal, 
again the Constitution is being 
changed to suit the powerful 

‘The Constitution was adopted by 
a sovereign power and can be 
amended only by that power: the Fil- 
ipino people. {It’s not) the Constitu- 
tion [that] needs to be changed but 
the elected officials. Cha-cha is for 
dancers, not nation-builders.—Go- 
do Arago, junGcvc4health.com 


We must not blame GMA but the 
system and culture of Filipinos creat- 
ed by the politicians and not her 
alone. 

[Shifting] to a parliamentary sys- 
tem offers hope for the lowly peasant 
with political leadership potential to 
become a future good prime minis- 
ter and/or president, and inspire 
moral change to reform the political 
and social and economic life of the 
country—Marcial Agoncillo, mar- 
agol-weslabsyou@yahoo.com 

We don't need a change of govern- 
ment. What we need is a change of 
heart [among] the people running 
the country so that they will truly 
work for [its] betterment. 

We all should be vigilant and stop 
corrupting the system ourselves. We 
all have а hand in building whatever 
‘our country is today.—Nicky Reyes, 
California, USA 
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IF you have any 
complaints, 
grievances or sug- 
gestions about 
the treatment of 
news and photos 
by the Inquirer 
you may write to 
the Readers’ Ad- 
vocate, Philippine 
Daily Inquirer, 
Chino Roces Av- 
enue, comer 
Yague and Mas- 
cardo Streets, 
City of Makati or 
send a fax to Nos. 
8974793, 897. 
4794, or email 
readersadvo- 
cate@ inquir- 
ercom.ph 
Writers of let 
ters to the editor 
are requested to 
this great include their 
? complete address 
and telephone or 
pager number or 
e-mail address for. 
verification pur- 
poses, The Inquir- 
er will not pub- 
lish any letter un- 
less such infor. 
mation is 
supplied. 
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Telegrams face 
extinction in 


BAGUIO CITY—"SEND ME 
money. No money, no honey." 
This sample message for tele- 
gram transmission posed in a 
telecommunications office here 
will soon belong to its memorabil- 
іа along with the single sideband 
machine used for Morse coding. 
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Photojournalist’s killer 


By Jolene R. Bulambot 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


CEBU CITY—A CEBU REGIONAL TRIAL COURT 
yesterday imposed the death sentence on an al- 
leged drug pusher for killing local photojournalist 


Clients in the Cordillera will 
stop hearing the “bleep, bleep” 
sound of Morse coding as the 
machines will be phased out 
this year to give way to modern. 
e-centers, according to Wilfred 
Quines, acting chief for admin- 
istration and finance of the 

, Commission on Information 
and Communications Technol- 
ову (CICT) in the Cordillera. 

Quines said despite the ar- 
rival of short messaging system 
(SMS) on cellular phones and 
Internet, telegraph technology 
remains relevant. 

But not all places in the hin- 
terlands can accommodate com- 
puter and cellular phone tech- 
nology because of their terrain. 

"But we are doing а 
paradigm shiftin our communi- 
cations system this year. Gradu- 
ally, we are phasing out the tele- 
graph stations to install e-cen- 
ters or Internet cafés in every 
town in the region," he said. 

He said the e-centers will al- 
ter the telegraph stations in the 
Cordillera. The only problem 

, in installing the new system is 
ў, connecting this through cable 
or satellite, he added. 

However, communications 
officials are thinking of using 


The University of Santo 
Tomas is pleased to bestow 
the 2nd USTv Thomasian 
Students’ Choice Awards to 
its students’ chosen televi- 
sion programs and person- 
alities for 2005. 


It is also proud to 
convey that on its second 
year. this pioneering TV 
tudents' Choice Awards 
established by a leading 
university in the 
Philippines has developed 
since its inception. As а 
relude to this year's 
homasian Students’ 
Choice Awards, a Series of 
Media Lectures was held to 
recognize the creativity and 
awaken the awareness of 
students for values in tele- 
vision. Lectures on media 
literacy were integrated in 
the various Theology class- 
es and the University’s 
Social Research Center 
was tapped to prepare the 
survey form and to provide 
the interpretation of its re- 
sults. 


The success of this 
event would not have been 
possible without the collab- 
orative efforts of the Office 
of the Secretary General, 
Office for Student Affairs, 

Central Student 


to- 
ision 


Wi-Fi or e-satellite. 

Ideally, each town is to have 
three units of computer in ecen- 
ters where all modes of commi 
cation are going to be centralized, 
like in the telegraph system. 

“We are now moving on to 
that direction. We have already 
requested computers from our 
ICT. This is not only going to 
happen in the Cordillera but in 
the whole country. Посоз and 
Cagayan regions have already 
started modernizing (their) 
systems,” Quines said. 

‘There are 59 telegraph sta- 
tions that have single sideband 
machines in Cordillera such as 
those in Mt. Province, Apayao, 
Benguet, Ifugao, Kalinga and 
Abra and Baguio City. 

‘Although the technology is 
old, the single sideband ma- 
chines are easiest to maintain 
since parts are still available in 
the local market, Quines said. 

He said they closed 10 sta- 
tions last year due to the finan- 
cial crisis. These stations only 
earned P500 or less in a month, 
hesaid. 


Allan Dizon in 2004. 


Judge Ireneo Gako Jt. of RTC 
Branch 5 found Edgar Belandres, 
of Barangay Lorega, guilty of mur- 
der based on the testimony of three 
witnesses—two jeepney drivers 
and a sidewalk vendor—who iden- 
tified him as the gunman. 

Dizon, 30, a reporter-photogra- 
pher of The Freeman daily and its 
sister publication in Cebuano Banat 
News, was killed near SM City Cebu 
on Nov.27, 2004, at 6:59 p.m. 

The victim was standing on the 
sidewalk near a car wash outlet 
when the lone assailant shot him 
three times in the head, chest and 
back. He died an hour later at the 
Cebu City Medical Center. 

“Señor Sto. Niño, salamat! 
(Thank you)” cried Dizon's wid- 
ow Amelina after the verdict was 
read 

"am very happy with the deci- 
sion... At last justice has been 
served to Allan,” she later told re- 
porters. 

A week after his death, mem- 
bers of a task force assigned to 
handle the Dizon murder case ar- 
rested Belandes, a neighbor and 
friend of the victim's, in Lorega- 
San Miguel, where they grew up. 

Police claimed that Belandres, 
allegedly a notorious drug pusher 
operating in the community, got 


Desiree Calusa 


mad at Dizon for alerting the po- 
lice about his illegal activities. 

Police believed that Belandres 
was the same person identified on- 
ly as "DD" who senta text message 
to Dizon before he was killed. DD 
referred to Dodong Ensong, nick- 
name of Belandres, police said. 

Based on the text message, DD 
asked Dizon to go to the car wash 
outlet. 

Belandes denied the charges, 
claiming he was at his family's 
meat shop in Lorega at the time. 
His lawyers, Danilo Yap and 
Leslie Salva, said they would ap- 
peal the ruling. 

Judge Сако said in his decision 
read before a jampacked court that. 
he “has no reason to doubt the 
prosecution witnesses that they 
were present during the incident" 
and saw Belandres shoot Dizon. 

More than 50 journalists, 
mostly from the provinces, have 
been killed since 1986, prompt- 
ing international journalists 
groups to put the Philippines їп 
their list of most dangerous 
places for journalists. 

Last week, a former boxer sus- 
pected of killing Cebu broadcast- 
ег George Benaojan in December 
last year surrendered to police to 
clear his name. 


draws death sentence 


Roberto “Dinky” Jagdon, of porter George Benaojen on Dec. 1, 
Lawaan Uno, Talisay City, denied in- 2005. With a report from Jhunnex 
volvement in the killing of dyDD re- Napallacan, PDI Visayas Bureau. 
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Га ш... Across the NATION... 
Asean ministers back antiprostitution bid 
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rr DAVAO CITY—THE 
lO-member Associa- 
Чоп of Southeast 
Asian Nations 
(Asean) vowed to rid 
the region of child 
prostitution and the 
sex industry as a 
whole. 

In a joint state- 
ment released after 
the 9th Meeting of 
Asean Tourism Min- 
isters (ATM) on Tues- 
day, the leaders said 
they would support a 
regional education 
campaign as а uni- 
fied approach to fight 
sexual exploitation of 
children in tourism 
destinations. 

The campaign is 
being led by the 
Child Wise Interna- 
tional. 

The international 
media consistently 
ranked Asean nations 
as top tourist destina- 
tions and countries 
with thriving prosti- 
tution trades. 

Philippine Tourism 
Secretary Joseph Ace. 
Durano said the 
Asean tourism minis- 
ters agreed that pros: 
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PHILIPPINE Army soldiers, assisted by the head of mortuary affairs 
of the US Army in Korea, Al McFarland (center), carry the US flag- 
draped coffin of Army Sgt. Myla Maravillosa in Inabanga, Bohol 


Bamya T during burial rites for the Filipino-American soldier who died in the 


The Way You Look Tonight 
When I Fall In Love 

Our Winter Love 

TWill Love You 

Unchained Melody 

Graduation Day 

No Other Love 

You'll Never Walk Alone 

The Wonder of You 

Young Love 

Love Is A Many Splendored Thing 
Time To Cry 

Walk On By 

She Cried 

Its All In The Game 

Seventh Dawn 

Sofly As eave You 

[Believe 

Venus 

Portrait Of My Love 

If Ever 1 Would Leave You 
You've Lost That Loving Feeling 
Sealed With A Kiss. 

Red Roses For A Blue Lady 

The Things We Did Last Summer 
Turn Turn Turn. 

1 Only Have Eyes For You 

Moon River 

Witchita Lineman 

More 

The Impossible Dream 

Up Up & Way 

Going Out Of My Head 

The Look Of Love 

Never My Love 

Warm 

Put Your Head On My Shoulder 
‘Traces / Memories. 
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[e titution, if not cor- 
тесей, would be 
detrimental to 
tourism. “We all 
share the same senti- 
ments that failure to 
protect the rights of 
‘women and children 
in the long run is not 
good for the tourism. 
industry," he said. 
Durano said the 
ministers understood 
that prostitution was 
damaging to the in- 
dustry Stopping it 
growth of the Asean 
tourism industry, he 
said, 
збе by over 4.7 percent 
WS Kasalcom agp os som met 
sax Judy Quiros, PDI 
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line of duty in Iraq. 


CHERYL RAVELOREUTERS 


Fil-Am soldier 
receives full US 
military honors 


By Chito Fuentes, 
PDI Visayas Bureau 
and Oliver Teves, AP 


INABANGA--PROUD TOWNS- 
folk of the first Filipino-American 
woman soldier killed in iraq 
buried her remains Thursday 
with full US military honors in 
the tiny village where she grew 
up before migrating to America 
nine years ago. 

‘A Roman Catholic chapel near 
the childhood home of Army Sgt. 
Myla Maravillosa in the village of 
U-og in central Inabanga was too 
small to accommodate the hun- 
dreds of people who attended the 
funeral Mass. 

A contingent of US Army honor 
guards, led by Brig. Gen. Gregory 
Schumacher, provided traditional 
military honors, while Bohol Gov. 
Erico Aumentado directed all 
Philippine flags flown at half staff 
in the entire province. 

Schumacher, commander of 
the Military Intelligence Readi- 
ness Command at Fort Belvoir, 
Virginia, described Maravillosa ав 
а "true Filipino-American hero" 
‘who "represented the very best of 
the qualities that we desire in our 
soldiers and indeed represented 
the very best of humanity itself.” 

“The ties between the United 
States and the Philippines are 
deep and enduring and she is a 
symbol of that very strong rela- 
tionship,” he said. 

‘Schumacher knelt, unmindful of 
the muddy ground, ез he offered 
the folded US flag that draped 
Maravillosa's coffin to her mother 
Estelita, together with her daugh- 
тег US military medals, including 
the Bronze Star, the Purple Heart 
and the Meritorious Service Medal. 


White balloons 

Relatives and friends released 
white balloons with the message, 
"We will always remember, we will 
love you forever” Estelita clutched 
the US flag and watched quietly as 
people wept. 

"What sorrows I have now, I 
have to accept because that is her 
fate," Estelita said at the chapel. 
"She died not in vain. She died for 
а cause—for the freedom of the 
whole world.” 

Provincial administrator Tomas 
Abapo said Maravillosa "died ап 
honorable death in an important 
war" against terrorism, which is 
also plaguing the Philippines. 

Maravillosa moved to Hawaii 
when she was 16 to join her mother, 
who migrated in 1986. She attend- 
ed college in Wahiawa and enlisted 
in the US Army Reserves in 1999. 

On Christmas Eve, Maravil- 
loss Humvee was attacked by 
Iraqi insurgents firing rocket-pro- 
pelled grenades, — mortally 
wounding her, according to the 
US defense department. 

Maravillosa, an interrogator as- 


signed to the 301st Military Intelli- 
gence Battalion, had been in Iraq 
for only a little more than a month. 


Tasks 

She was the first Filipino- 
American woman soldier to die in. 
Iraq. At least one other Philip- 
pine-born US soldier has been 
killed in Iraq since 2003. 

Her grade school teacher, Dulce 
Betinol, said she could not imag-. 
ine "this cute, gentle girl, so sweet 
with a ready smile" joining the 
Army and marching off to war. 

"None of us thought or even 
just dreamed that our (village 
would) ever produce such a, 
young woman with such commit- 
ment, serving at the cost of her ¢ 
life," Betinol said. 

‘At 8:10 a.m., the white hearse 
that carried her American flag- 
draped casket arrived at the U-og's ' 
Imaculada Concepcion Chapel. 

Villagers emerged from houses 
and stores around the chapel 
grounds. 

Seven American soldiers in full 
green Army uniforms carried the 
coffin into the 200-seat capacity 
chapel asthe crowd swelled, wait- 
ing for the go-signal to be allowed 
inside according to а predeter- 
mined seating arrangement. 

“Three Philippine Army soldiers, in 
their official camouflage uniforms, 
assisted the American soldiers. 

A teacher said classes have been 
suspended to allow them 10 take 
part in the rites for Myla who fin- 
ished elementary in the U-og school 

"The chapel was neatly adorned 
with white, yellow and pink gladi- 
olas, Malaysian mums and Poland 
roses brought in from Cebu. 

‘Among those who paid tribute 
to Myla were Officer Abraham: 
Guillermo of the US Army's 301st 
Military Intelligence Group and 
Brig. Gen. Gregory Schumacher, 
commander of the Army Reserve 
Intelligence Readiness Command. 

While the crowd outside the 
chapel had grown restless during" 
the proceedings, which lasted more 
than three hours, others altemately 
peered through the chapel's decora- 
tive blocks to watch. 

‘The coffin was brought out of, 
the chapel at noon, as the chapel. 
sound system blared the song Чоу 
їп The Journey,” Myla's favorite 
song sang by Michael Card. 

At the (Хор barangay cemetery, 
ап American bugles, with his coun- 
terpart from the Philippine Airey 
Force, played the taps before seven 
US soldiers fired the 21-gun salute. 

The ceremony was over in 13 
minutes, 

It was only when the coffin was 
inserted into one of five vacant 
tombs in the family mausoleum, 
where her grandfather was 
buried, that the wailing started. 

The wailing grew faint as 51` 
white balloons were released into 
the overcast sky. 
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2 firms could face raps for illegal wells 


By Blanche S. Rivera. 


The NWRB said it gave officials 


ofthe Greenhills shopping center 


TWO WELL-KNOWN ESTAB- 
lishments in Ortigas Avenue, a 
long stretch that straddles San 
Juan town and Quezon City, have 
been illegally extracting water 
from Metro Manila's aquifer, 
enough to supply the commodity 
to about 1,000 households in the 
area, the National Water Re- 
sources Board (NWRB) said yes- 
terday. 


and the Meralco complex until to- 
morrow to submit an affidavit 
that they have shut down their 
деер wells which have been oper- 
ating illegally for an undeter- 
mined period. If they fail to do so, 
the NWRB said it would perma- 
nently seal their deep wells and 
file charges against them for vio- 
lating the Water Code. 

Alikpala said Meralco was ex- 


11 hurt in Pasig road 
accident; truck mishap 
causes Makati traffic jam 


By Edson C. Tandoc Jr. 
and Tarra V. Quismundo 


‘The five students on board Gal- 
lardo's tricycle were brought to 


the Pasig City General Hospital. 


TWO TRUCKS WERE INVOLVED 
їп separate accidents yesterday, 
leaving 11 persons injured in 
Pasig City and causing a huge 
traffic jam in Makati 

In the first incident, 11 per- 
sons, nine of them students on 
their way to school, were hurt 
yesterday in а fourvehicle 
mishap on Vietor Ignacio Boule- 
vard in Pasig City. 

The police said an Elf truck, 
which had just unloaded boxes of 
fish at a nearby market, rammed 
into a passing tricycle. 

Betause of the impact, ће tri- 
cycle hit another trieycle, which 
also rammed an owner-type jeep 
parked just meters away. 

The multiple collision left nine 
students on board the two tricy- 
cles and two drivers injured, PO2 
Normandy Mapile told the In- 
QUIRER 

Frederico Del Castillo, 51, the 
driver of the truck, told the traffic 
investigators that he had just 
overtaken another vehicle when 
he hit the tricycle being driven by 
Emesto Gallardo, 61. 


Abante, 


tained 
Mapile said 


13, and 


Martinez. 


METROBRIEFS 


Slay suspect arrested 

THE MAIN suspect in the killing of a fish trader at 
the Navotas fish port last year has bean arrested. 
Navotas police chief, Supt. Genesis Toleano, said 
Sonny Sunga 31, of Barangay NBBN, was arrest- 
ed recently as he was walking on Lapu-Lapu St, 
North Bay, Boulevard South. “His jailed compan- 
ion pointed to him as the one who stabbed and 
killed Ате! Camua, a businessman in the fish 
port" Toleano said. The police said their next tar- 
{et was the mastermind behind the kiling of Ca- 
ти, Cara was carrying over P1 milion in cash 
and checks when four men approached him in- 
Side the fish port. When they tried to take the bag 
where the money was hidden, he resisted and 
Was shot dead by the suspects. Nancy C. Carvajal 


QC mayor bans fixers 
QUEZON city Hall employees are now banned 
from "hand-carrying” business permit applica- 
tons or tax payments, па 
bid to get rid of fixers. And 
another thing, no more "tol- 
(о-в In а memorandum 
circular, Quezon City Mayor 
Feliciano Belmonte Jr. has 
prohibited а! city донет 
Я телі employees from per- 
sonally folowing up transac- 
tions ike applications for business licenses and 
tax payments, or applications for building, electri- 
"cal. health, occupational and sanitary permits, 
among others. He warned that employees found 
Gully of violating the directive face administrative 
and criminal sanctions. DJ Yap. 


Traffic-free Valenzuela 

THE VALENZUELA City government has signed an 
agreement with the Department of Public Works 
and Highways (DPWH) and tne Manila North Toll 
ways Corp. (MNTC) which wil hopefully address 
the city's traffic problems. The agreement was 
signed on Wednesday by Valenzuela City Mayor 
Sherwin Gatchalian, DPWH Undersecretary Manuel 
M. Bonoan and MNTC President Oscar Lopez. Un- 
der the agreement, the city government, in coopera- 
tion with the MNTG and DPWH, will carry out im- 
provements on streets approaching the Valenzuela 
interchange, particularly along Gen. Luis and 
Maysan roads. Nancy C. Carvajal 


PCCHS Class 63 reunion 
THE PHILIPPINE College of Commerce High 
School Batch '63 wil celebrate Its 43rd anniver- 
агу with a 3-day out-of-town reunion on Jan. 21 
1023, at the Meralco Foundation Professional 
Center in Talisay, Batangas. Assembly time is 8 
a.m. atthe parking lt at the back of the Cultural 
Center of the Philippines near Star City, Pasay 
City. Registration starts at 11:30 a.m. For in- 
диез, please сай Вата Cristoba-Orca at 
5271840/2519409 or Elizabeth Nicolas-Vengua 
317156601, 


Four of them—Shiela May 
15; 


Mark Anthony 


an 


Abante, 14; Candy Nedic, 15, and 
John Ray Quarito, 15—were re- 
leased later in the day. 
But Roydan Lisada, 15, re- 
mained at the hospital. He sus- 
serious 


head injuries, 


The students in the second tri- 
cycle—Janica Ramos, 15; Mary 
Glo Aparre, 15, Mary Jo Арапе, 


unidentified 


boy—were brought to the Mis- 
sion Hospital, along with the 
driver, Ernesto Ariola, 34. 

In Makati City another Elf 
truck full of gravel tipped over on 
its side at dawn yesterday on the 
Magallanes interchange, causing 
a traffic jam that lasted for hours 
along Edsa's southbound lane, up 
to Ortigas Avenue. 

The impact caused the truck to 
lean to the left, before the vehicle 
fell over on its side and spilled its 
load of gravel onto the road, said 
Southern District Traffic Enforce- 
ment Group chief, Supt. Rogelio 


tracting an estimated 20,000 cu- 
bic meters a month through its il- 
legally constructed deep wells, 
enough water supply for 600 
families. Greenhills Shopping Ar- 
cade, on the other hand, extracts 
about 12,000 cubic meters, good 
for 400 families. 

“Both companies have contin- 
ued to ignore notices from the 
NWR to stop using their illegal 
deep wells or confine their usage 
from Manila Water,” Alikpala 


said. The NWRB had received a 
tip last year that Meralco had 
been sourcing its water from the 
unregistered deep well. Meralco 
has refused to allow NWRB peo- 
ple into the compound for inspec- 
tion but ће agency has pictures 
of the illegal well, the NWRB 
said. Meralco has asked the 
NWRB to extend its deadline so 
the company could file a motion 
for reconsideration. The NWRB 
has said no to the request. 


Contacted бг 


NATIONAL Bureau of Investigation Office-in-Charge Nestor Mantaring (seated, center) 
shows firearms seized from Eds Eden Asban y Macalino, alias Eduardo Mallari Glenden 


Batinga, and Rexam Bichierro (behind) yesterday. 


Fake agents nabbed using NBI office 


By Margaux C. Ortiz 


‘THEY BEAT THE LEGITIMATE TENANTS TO 
the latter's new office in Antipolo City. 

After surveillance operations, the National 
Bureau of Investigation's (NBI) Anti-Orga- 
nized Crime Division (AOCD) arrested on 
Wednesday three jobless men posing as 
agents at the NBI's proposed satellite office. 

NBI officer in charge Nestor Mantaring 
identified the suspects as Eds Eden Asban, 
alias Eduardo Mallari, of Sta. Mesa, Manila; 
Glenden Batinga, of Cainta, Rizal; and Rexam 
Bichierro, of Antipolo City. The other sus- 


pects—Mart Magiba, Cesar Coronado, Vir- 
gilio Cortez, Boyet Gambuza, an alias Mando, 
and a John Doe—remain at large. NBI agents 
headed by lawyer Oscar Embido also seized 
five shotguns, 10 .38 caliber revolvers and 
three two-way radio units from the suspects. 

“Our people haven't even begun moving to 
the proposed NBI satellite office," Mantaring 
said. "Apparently, these people were able to 
beat us to our new quarters." 

"The Antipolo city government had offered 
the building, occupied previously by the 
Philippine National Police, to the NBI last 
year. 
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Tickets at Php 1,500. (Pa 


“If they want to file a motion 
for reconsideration, they should 
file it by Jan. 21,” Alikpala said. 

The NWRB, an attached agen- 
cy of the Department of Environ- 
ment and Natural Resources, has 
launched a drive against 1,300 il- 
legal deep well operators in 
Metro Manila whose operations 
threaten the water supply. 


Greenhills Center General Man- 
ager Joey Santos said they were 


not aware of the NWRB deadline 
tomorrow, “We only have one 
deep well їп operation which has 
а water permit. A water permit $ 
was denied for another well we 
had builtas a backup. We told the 
NWRB that we respected their 
decision. We are now capping 
and shutting down this new well, 
and the process should be over by 
next week," he said. 

The Meralco office could not* 
be reached for comment. 


Joke not funny ; 
for parents, kids 


By Edson C. Tandoc Jr. 


comment, 


THIS WAS ONE JOKE THOUSANDS OF ANX- 
ious parents who rushed to at least six public 
schools in Mandaluyong City yesterday morn- 
ing did not find funny. 

Parents across the city panicked after tele- 
vision and radio stations reported a bomb 
threat at a public school earlier in the day. 
Classes were cancelled in many schools in the 
city after parents rushed to fetch their chil- 
dren from school. 

Special Weapons and Tactics operatives of * 
the Mandaluyong police department quickly $ 
scoured the schools for bombs but found 
none, city police chief Senior Supt. Ericson ,; 
Velasquez told the INQUIRER. 

Patrol 117, an emergency hotline, re- 
portedly received a call from an unidenti- 
fied caller at about 5:30 a.m. yesterday, j 
saying a bomb had been planted at the # 
Mataas na Paaralan ng Neptali Gonzales’ 
building in Barangay Mauway. This is the $ 
fourth time in the last six months that the 
school received a bomb threat, said Ve 
lasquez. E 

“We were surprised when parents crowded} 
ош gates and said they wanted to bring their 4 
children home,” said Eulogio Rodriguez Ele- 
mentary School teacher Rowena Igmen. "We 
had no choice but to suspend our classes,” she 
added. Four other elementary schools and an- 
other high school faced the same situation. 

Pranksters could have made the calls as po- 
licemen were about to conduct an anti-crime 
drive yesterday, according to authorities. 
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RAYMOND AUCHENGCO 
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with guests 
Ms. Menchu Lauchengco-Yulo and Ms. Ayen Munji-Laurel 
February 14, 2006 at the Rockwell Tent 
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orales can't remember 


By Recah Trinidad 


LAS VEGAS—IF THERE'S 
one fighter who had hit 
him hard, real hard, Erik 
Morales said it definitely 
was not knockout star 
Manny Pacquiao of the 
Philippines. 


Ttwas Junior Jones, Morales confided to 
a handful of media people at the end of the 
press conference for "The Ваше” at the 
Wynn hotel-casino yesterday. 

Morales did beat Jones, but only after 
the talented African-American boxer had 
sent El Terrible to queer streets. 

Jones, strong and stylish, was the same 
ring craftsman who had twice beaten WBC 
super featherweight champion Marco An- 
tonio Barrera, two-time conqueror of 
Morales. 

“But what about Pacquiao, don't you re- 
member being hit big by him,” Morales 
was asked by a Mexican reporter 

“No, nada," Morales mused while shak- 
ing his handsome head. 

"There were well-founded claims that 

Pacquiao had come dose to decking 
Morales after the Mexican boxing icon opt- 
28 to slug it out in the final round of their 


previous encounter. 

But Morales cooly claimed not remem 
bering any significant big punch from Pac- 
quiao. 

Morales also darifed that there had 
never been any trouble in his camp, de- 
spite the exit of his father as his trainer. 

Не said the father was not dumped; in- 


stead, the old man had to be relieved of the 
pressures after he was hospitalized twice. 
Morales was reacting to reports in the 
Mexican media that he fired his father, 
who had charted him to three world 
championships. E 
The Mexican hero is seeing action after 
а loss to former US Olympian Zahir Ra- 
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heem last September in 


Jasquez also of Mexico. 


match. 


What they should, shouldn't do : 


By Recah Trinidad. 


LAS VEGAS—MANNY PACQUIAO (PRO- 
nounced Pack-key-ow) is “fast, fast, fast and. 
gets out of the gate quickly to charge at his op- 
ponent in a hell-bent for-leather manner. He 
moves in behind a sharp right jab, often dou- 
bling it up, then follows with a powerful 
left including hooks and uppercuts—which, 
in range, tend to be effective. He possesses bot- 
tomless energies, enabling him to maintain his 

|. windmill-like attack throughout.” 

Erik Morales? 

El Terrible “possesses an excellent and hard 
left jab and a long, hard right cross. Coupled 
with his height advantage and excellent 
‘counter-punching abilities, he could convert 
these plusses into an advantage over the short- 
er Pacquiao, who tends to leave himself open. 
He has a set of tough whiskers, proven in the 


‘12th round of his first fight with Pacquiao, 
when he gave as much as he got." 

‘Those sharp points, mind you, are not from 
a pot-bellied armchair analyst. They were from 
Bert Randolph Sugar, author of "Boxing's 
Greatest Fighters” (published by Barnes & No- 
ble and Amazon.Com) and distributed to 
members of the foreign media in yesterday's 
presscon at the Mouton Ballroom in Wynn Las 
Vegas. 

"The same pamphlet detailed what each 
fighter must do to win. 


PACQUIAO: Must move more—here he 
promises a "surprise"—staying on top and. 
forcing Morales backwards, against the 
ropes, into comers; must keep his hands up 
to thwart counters and move into range be- 
hind his right jab; must draw Morales into a 
slugfest, as he did in the 12th round of their 


first ight when he staggered him; must add 
movement and a right hook to his arsenal. 

MORALES: Must put to good use his ad- 
vantage in height; use his longer (and 
straighter) left jab to maintain control as he 
did in the middle rounds of the first match; 
must move on Pacquiao who has trouble 
with movement, keeping bout at long range, 
at mid-ring, not back into the ropes; cannot 
afford to engage ina slugging match; must 
fight a disciplined fight, continually turning 
Pacquiao, countering and moving; must 
keep Pacquiao off balanced. 


Meanwhile, odds at the sports book at Wynn 
Las Vegas, main sponsor of "The Bartle,” have 
remained even at the close of betting hours 
yesterday; no significant shift since Monday. 

‘There's a prevailing feeling the fight won't 
go the full 12 rounds. 


Pacman, El Terrible promise great fight 


By Salven L. Lagumbay 
Contributor 


nal press 


LAS VEGAS, NEVADA—WITH THE. 
boxing gloves issue finally settled, 
Manny Pacquiao and Erik "El Terri- 
ble" Morales faced the media yester- 
дау atthe Wynn hotel here for the fi- 


“Both of 
fight," Pac 


day's big rematch (Sunday in Mani- 
la) at the Thomas and Mack Center 
at the University of Las Vegas. 


only boxer to speak the language at 
the podium. "I thank all my people, 


conference of this Sarur- 


Y us will give you a great 
squiao said in English, the ter the fight. 


"Were ready 


my team, and the President of my 
country for their support.” 

Trainer Freddie Roach also indi- 
cated that Pacquiao will be at his 
best and there will be no excuses af- 


for 
Morales said through an interpreter 


“Wes going to be a dificult fight.” 
Nevada State Athletic Commis 
sion chair Mare Ratner told the In- 
quam earlier that Morales camp 
has decided to go back to using 
Eriks favorite Winning gloves, while 


Saturday” Pacquiao will use Секо Reyes, the 


Pacto regains lead with Carito 


By Musong В. Castillo 


ROBERT PACTOLERIN BOUNCED BACK AS PRO- 
mised, carding a one-over-par 73 yesterday to re- 
вайп the lead with Carito Villaroman after 54 holes 
(of the third Omega Open at Wack Wack East. 
‘The burly Pactolerin, who had earlier rounds 
0f 69-79, picked himself up after a double bogey- 
5 on the 16th with clutch pars in his 
last two holes to catch Villaro- 
man witha 221 total. 
Villaroman, a former 
world jungolf champ, had 
three bogeys coming in 
and settled for a 74. 
‘The two frontrunners 
held a one-stroke lead 
over second-round lead- 
ers Mars Pucay and An- 
thony Balan and a hard- 
charging Ramil Bisera. 


IO, _ Bisera assembled the day's best score of 70 and 


vaulted to joint third at 222 from a tie for 11th 
‘overnight after tuming in а 33 in his backside 
highlighted by birdies on Nos. 12, 13 and 16th. 

‘Asian Tour veteran Pucay and Balan, a driving 
range pro from Kagitingan, struggled with 77s as 
tough pin placements bedevilled almost every- 
one, including club member Gerard Cantada. 

"The overweight Cantada five-putted the sec. 
ond green from just about a drivers lengih en 
route to a 78 yesterday, dropping to a share of 
eighth spot with Richard Sinfuego at 226. 

Sinfuego, afer a briliant 69 Wednesday 
turned їп a 74 and was tied at 229 with senior 
pro Rey Ай, who had a 79. 

“We ай had difficulty with the pin placements 
today” Pactolerin, the first-round leader, said. 

Ths top 10 scores: 

201—8. Росо (807973), C. \йкотап (7-70-74 


BIG P 


ED їр EO A HHS 


me oor 
aU 


Where to catch ‘The Battle’ 


PAY PER VIEW 
‘SM Manila, Cinemas 1 to 6 
SM Centerpoint 
SM Megamall 
SM North Edsa 
SM Southmall 
SM Fairview 
SM Davao 
SM Cebu 
SM lollo 
SM San Fernando, Pampanga 
P300 per seat at all cinemas. Show time: 
Ват, Sunday. No commercial break. 
‘© Rockwell Powerplant theaters. 
P500 per seat. 8 a.m. 
TELECAST 
© SkyCable Channel 34 
(Solar Sports), from 10 a.m., 
Sunday. Exclusive coverage. 
Call 631-0000 to subscribe. 
© ABS-CBN, Channel 2. 
‘Simultaneous with Solar 
Sports presentation, from 10 


a.m. Sunday. Msi 


BUY FACTORY PRICE!!! 
(MOST COMPLETE ACCESSORIES FOR 2003 


ERIK Morales (right) avoids eye contact with Manny Pacquiao (left) as he arrives for a news conference in Las Vegas Wednesday. 2 


a card where Pac- 


quiao had earlier stopped Hector Ve- 


Morales fought then as a lightweight 
(135 Ib) and the Filipino as a super feath- 

ight or junior lightweight (130) 
which is the weight limit for Saturday’ re- 


NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC 


This is to inform the general viewing 
public that-Solar Entertainment 
Corporation has the legal and 
exclusive rights for the standard 
and non-standard coverage of the 
“THE BATTLE” a boxing event 
featuring Manny Pacquiao and 
Erik Morales in the main bout. 


Any unauthorized reception, public 
exhibition and distribution of the 
“THE BATTLE” is a direct violation 
of Solar Entertainment 
Corporation's intellectual property 
rights. Violators will be dealt with 
proper legal action. 


Please be guided accordingly. 
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Sale Starts 6:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
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222-8. Bisera (77-75-70), М. Pucay (73-72-77). A Balan (73- 
TET 224—А. Grade 73-14-77), 225-8. Мауив (77-71 
Т; 225—А. Божо (83-69-74), G. Cantada (71-77-78) 
228—В.Ан (75759) 


Тот С Rizal Highway, Subic Gateway, Sube Bay Freeport Zono 
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X-pert sa makina, Xetra ang kita. 


XARACHI-NETERAN FRANKIE 
Mifoza matched par 72 while 
‘Asian Tour rookie Juvic Pagunsan 
flashed tremendous promise by 
opening with a 73 in the Pakistan 

Open golf.championship Thurs- 

рау с ~~ 

TT The two- Filipinos seemed E. 

‘poised to: make it to the top 67 

F players who will proceed to the 
weekend play after Fridays 
round along with Tony 1азсийа 
and Artemio Murakami who 
scored identical two-over-par 74s. 

Mifioza had nines of 34-38 at the par-72 
Karachi Golf Club course, his round spoiled 
by a double bogey on the par-5 11th. 

Pagunsan, who easily hurdled the Asian. 
‘Tour qualifying school last week, was two 


with 72 in Karachi 


over after three holes but ral- 
lied to get down to even par 
with three holes left after 
birdies on the fifth, 11th and 
14th holes. 

But he bogeyed the 16th to 
finish with a 36-37 card. His 
other bogeys came on the first, 

3 third and 12th holes. 

Cooke LaO nursed slim 
hopes of qualifying with a 75 
along with Gerald Rosales and 
Felix Casas, who had 76s. An- 

gelo Que carded a 77 like Jerome Delari- 
arte, also an Asian Tour Qualifying School 
this year. 

Jeev Milkha Singh, Amandeep Johl and 
Ashok Kumar of India shared the lead with 
Australian Pat Giles with 68s. 


NEW YORK—CARMELO ANTHONY AND EARL 
Boykins bagged 17 points each to overshadow 
another big effort from Cleveland's LeBron James 
in leading the Denver Nuggets to a 90-89 victory 
over the Cavaliers in Colorado on Wednesday. 

Once again, James paced the Cavs with a 
game-high 24 points, 11 rebounds and nine as- 
sists but missed a pivotal free throw with less 
than a second remaining to send the slumping 
Cavaliers to their fifth consecutive defeat. 

Kenyon Martin and Eduardo Najera con- 
tributed 16 points apiece to the Denver total 
as the Nuggets picked up their third straight 
win and seventh in nine outings. 

Trailing 90-87 James was fouled sending 
him to the foul line where he hit his first of 
two shots then purposefully missed the sec- 
ond looking for the rebound. 

James was fouled again sending him back 
to the foul line with a chance to send the con- 
testto overtime. 

The Cavaliers all-star nailed his first shot 
but watched his second clang off the rim, giv- 
ing the Nuggets the victory. 


Mifioza 4 sbots off Nuggets thwart Cavs 


The Nuggets took command early racing to 
228-14 first quarter lead but saw their advan- 
tage trimmed to 48-43 by the half. 

After three quarters the Denver lead was 
reduced to 71-70 but the Nuggets managed to 
make the one-point advantage hold up over 
the final 12 minutes. 

In Atlanta, Chauncey Billups scored 23 
points and Richard Hamilton added 21 as the 
Detroit Pistons romped to 117-89 win over 
the Hawks in a clash between the NBA's best 
and worst teams. Reuters 

COMPLETE RESULTS: Detrolt 117, Айат 89; Indana. 
98, Charlotte 92: Orlando 106, Washington 9; New Jer- 
sey 101, Philadelphia 90; Boston 103, Minnesota 96; New 
Orleans 87, Memphis 79; San Antonio 95, Milwaukee 92; 
Chicago 106, New York 104 (OT) Dallas 103, Houston 76; 
Denver 90, Cleveland 89; Portland 96, Toronto 94; 
Phoenix 112, LA Clippers 102. 

нал ON TV: The Los Angeles Lakers and the Sacra- 
mento Kings renew thelr rivalry in the Pacific Division to- 
day at 1:30 a.m. Ive on STAR Sports. 

‘Solar Sports wil alr the Detroit-Now York tussle at 8 
am. witha replay at 9pm. 


PHILIPPINE D/ 


Tour 2006 
registration 


REGISTRATION FOR 
the Philippine National 
Cycling Association's 
(PNCA) two-day quality- 
ing races for the 2006 
"Tour ng Pilipinas Б on- 
Going Interested cyclists 
may register at the РАСА 
office atthe Amoranto 
Sports Complex in Que- 
zon Ciy, according to 
PNCA president Paquito 
Rivas. For Inquiries, call 
0916-2601992. The 
Qualfying races coincide 
with Tagaytay City’s Pista 
Ng Pag-ibig cycling festi- 
val on Feb. 12 and 13. 
The PNCA and Tagaytay 
City Mayor Abraham To- 
lentino agreed on the. 
qualifying races. 


NCA World 
tournament 


AWIDE-OPEN RACE 
for the titie among 48 
qualifiers is expected to- 
day in the championship 
round of the NCA World 
Championship 8-cock 
derby at the San Juan 
Coliseum. The first ot 96 
world-class fights will be 
unleashed at 4 p.m. 
Among those in con- 
tention are the entries of 
Gene Batia of Sunset 
Recreational Club, Jun 
Topacio, Patrick Antonio, 
the team of Rey Morri- 
son, Eddie O'Dell and 
Rep. Ronnie Puno, 
Chuck Halbert, Richard 
Burrs and Jesry Pal- 
mares, Jimbo Cox and 
N Magsaysay; Gov. lto 
Ynares, former DILG un- 
dersecretary Jun Santia- 
оо, Orlando Sazon of 
Balbina Group, Amboy 
Manlapaz, Pico Berin, 
and Claude Bautista. 


Pasay 4-cock 
derby today 


ABOUT 50 FAST-PACED 
and exciting matches are. 
lined up tonight at the air- 
conditioned Pasay City 
Cockpit via the special 4- 
cock derby Sponsor is 
Sagupaan Complexor 
3000. For an entry fee of 
7,700, the cash prize at 
stake Б P200,000. The 
event will be hosted by 
POC management. See- 
ing action tonight аге 
‘well-known cockers and 
breeders of Metro Mani- 
la, said pit managers Eric 
dela Rosa, Butchoy 
Olano and Roming Ver- 
gara. For Inquiries, call 
PCC office: 843-1746, 
843-1890 and 816-6750. 


Candelari 
7-cocker 


WITH THE 2006 WORLD. 
Siasher Cup setto stage 
its finals tomorrow, ma- 
Jor sponsor Thunderbird 
Power Feeds prepares 
for the start of the 2006 
Candelaria Derby at the 
Iloilo Coliseum in Jaro, 
ойо. The 2006 Cande- 
laria7-Cock Derby is sat 
from Jan. 29 to Feb. 2.A 
whopping P7 milion in 
total prizes are up for 
grabs withthe entry fee. 
pegged at P48,000 and a 
minimum bet require- 
ment of P22,000. Hosted 
by Chito Tinsay. the 
eventis supported by 
Thunderbird H-Proteln. 
Power Pallets. 


Governme 
Cigarette smoking is da 
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t Warning: 
rigerous to your health. 


MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA—THIRD 
seed Lleyton Hewitt and women's fifth 
seed Mary Pierce were sent spinning 
ош of the Australian Open Thursday, 
but an awesome Roger Federer glided 
through to the third round. 

Hewitt’ dream of glory infront of his 
home crowd was shattered by Argenti- 
na's Juan Ignacio Chela, who outclassed 
the Australian, 6-4, 6-4, 6-7 (8/10), 6-2. 

‘The former Wimbledon and US 
Open champion, who was struggling 
with a left ankle injury, became the 
highest seeded casualty of the first 
Grand Slam of the season, 

‘That honor had been Pierce's for 


several hours after she failed to find 
the sizzling comeback form that 
swept her to two Grand Slam finals 
last year, falling 6-3, 7-5 to Iveta Be- 
nesova of the Czech Republic. 

‘She was the second big-name flop on 
the women's side after Venus Williams, 

A third top player could soon be join- 
ing them with Kim Clisters continuing 
to struggle with a hip injury which she 
said threatened her campaign, which is 
good news for Martina Hingis whose re- 
markable comeback cranked up a gear. 

The triple champion blitzed Finn Em- 
‘ma Laine, 6-1, 6-1, and with Pierce out 
the draw has opened up for her. 
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Jt was an equally awesome rout by the 
“Fed Ex,” who rolled over Florian Mayer" 
of Germany 6-1, 6-4, 6-0. in just 72 m 
utes on center court as his drive foras 
enh Grand Slam tite rewed up. 

Hewitts former girlfriend Clijsters, 
seeded two, has been installed as tour- 
nament favorite by the bookies but is 
playing one game at a time as she strug- 
gles to beat the hip injury that she devel- 
oped in Sydney last week. 

The US Open champion beat China's 
Meng Yuan, 6-4, 6-2, but needed medi- 
cal attention on her right hip in the sec- 
ond set, was making her participation a 
day-to-day proposition. AFP 
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GUILLERMO Coria eyes the ball intently, лғ 


Lightnings 
strike twice 
in NCRAA 


LIGHTNING STRUCK 
forthe second time yes- 
terday in the 13th Na- 
tional Capital Reglon 
Athletic Association 
(NCRAA) man's basket- 
balî tournament. The 
Asian College of Science 
and Technology (Acsat) 
Ughtnings pulled off a 
second straight victory at 
the expense of City Col- 
leges of Manila, 72-51, at 
the EAC Sports Center. 
With their 2-1 win-loss 
record, the Lightnings 
‘moved behind unbeaten 
Arellano University Ram- 
Ing Arrows and defend- 
ing champion Emilio 
Aguinaldo College Gen- 
cals. The Philippine 
Maritime Institute Admi- 
rals banked on big bas- 
kets by Larry Rodriguez, 
Louie Vinarao and Gario 
Sta, Maria to put away La. 
Salle-Dasmarifias, 84- 
75. The Admirals’ first 
win in two games kept 
The Patriots from catch- 
ing up with the Flaming 
Arrows and the Generals. 
Rodriguez unloaded 21 
points while Vinarao had 
17 and Sta. Maria 16, 
with his two treys shat- 
tering a 52-52 countand 
allowing the Admirals to 
‘rab a 65-57 edge at the 
start of the fourth quar- 
ter. Last Tuesday, Jester 
Ebuen and Bong Melo- 
coton shot 21 and 17 
points, respectively, in 
powering the Generals to 
an 82-63 beating ofthe 
National College of Busi- 
ness and Arts Wildcats. 
JR Rosales tallied 18 
points for the La Salle- 
Dasma Patriots, who 
beat СОМ, 100-82. 


Konika golf 
limited to 
100 teams 


BARRING ANY OVER- 
riding reason, the Kor 

са Minolta National Pro- 
‘Amn will accept only 100 
teams. "Wo are serious- 
ly considering limiting 
the raster to only 100 
teams,” said Comm, 
Danny Pizarro (ret), 
chair of the organizing 
committee for the tour- 
nament presented by U- 
Bix Corp. and offering 
two Toyota cars as hole- 
in-one prizes. "We want 
quality teams. We want 
quality play." The tour- 
nament is set Feb. 7-11 
at Амега Langer with 
a record pot ot P4.7 
‘mainly through the gen- 
erosily of the father of 
the revived Pro-Am, U- 
Bix top honcho Bert * * 
Bravo. “If its for the 
gübifof both our pros 
and amateurs, | will 
never think twice upping 
tho ante,” said Bravo, 
who co-chairs the exec- 
tive committee with 
NGAP president Benny 
Gopez. Bravo, who 
bankrolled the U-Gh/ 
Konica Manila Open at 
the Мама Golf Club and 
the Philippine Open at. 
Southwoods in the “90s, 
revived the Pro-Am in 
2001. The Celebrity Pro- 
‘Am on Fob, 7 wil stake 
as hole-in-one prize a 
Toyota Innova, accord- 
ing to Toyota Motor 
Phils: sonior vice prosi- 
dent Danny Isla. 
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Express seek 
new heights 
vs TNT today 


GAME TODAY (Cuneta Astrodome) 
pam —Alr vs Talk "N Text 
Game 1— Tal Text d. А121, 111-108 
Gamo 2—Alr21 d. Talk ' Taxt, 90-87 
Game 3—Alr21 d. Talk 'N Тех, 98-83 


AIR21 SHOOTS FOR A FIRSTEVER 
semifinal stint when it tries to finish off 
Talk ‘N Text in the San Mig Coffee-PBA Fi- 
esta Conference quarterfinals tonight at 


Text” 


the Cuneta Astrodome. 

Inspired by a franchise-best quarterf- 
nal appearance, the Express can wrap up. 
the best-offive series after grabbing a 2-1 
edge with a convincing 98-93 victory in 
Game 3 Wednesday. 

“We need to close the series in Game 
4," said Air21 coach Bo Perasol. "Other- 
‘wise, the momentum will swing to Talk N 


IE necessary the deciding Game 5 


ing three games in a row, 


mentso far. 


m? a 


If you value your hair, trust Svenson. 
Call us today for a FREE consultation. 


X HAIR LOSS? 
W Never Again! 


FORYOURTHINNING HAIR 
Get Hair Density Maximizer 


Your scalp is beginning to show right through your thinning hair: a sure sign of impending 
baldness. You still have a chance to have thicker hair again at Svenson International. 
Through Hair Density Maximizer, your strands will be fortified to restore its healthy 
condition and ensure thickness. You'll see and feel significant improvements in your hair 


Svenson 


YOUR CHOICE NOT TO ВЕ BALD 


сли. 892-HAIR «2 — 


MAKATI 
18/F GT Tower 


TOMAS MORATO 
SIF СКВ Center 


BINONDO 
11/F Federal Tower 
"Bldg. 


ALABANG 
AIF Citibank-Frabelle 
Bldg. 


CEBU 
TEL: 234-0851 
TIF Keppel Centre 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


"TURNING TO ITS RESERVES INTHE CLOSING 
minutes, Harbour Centre quelled a Hapee- 
PCU counter-attack to escape with a 72-64 vic- 
tory and a semifinal slot in the PBL Heroes 
Cup yesterday at the San Andres Gym. 

‘The Harbour Centre stars started out strong, 
with Jerwin Gaco pacing the Portmasters with 15 
points, But it was Jerome Paterno who nailed а 
key three-pointer with 1:14 remaining that took 
the fight out of Hapee-PCU, 69-61, afer the 
‘Teethmasters had sliced the deficit to five, 66-61. 

“Paterno had only a few points but he made 
the biggest shot,” said coach Jorge Gallent after 
the Portmasters rolled to their sixth straight win, 
the longest winning streak this conference. 

"Jenkins (Mesina) just got reactivated but he 
played well. Eam (Saguindel is just a reliever but. 
he always play 100 percent like Marcy Arellano." 

‘The Montaña Jewels earlier forged a knockout 
match with Granny Goose for the last semifinal 
slot after posting an 82-73 win over the Tortillos. 

‘Al Magpayo and Al Vergara fueled the Jewels’ 
offense in the final two minutes for a 74-66 lead. 

“Му two Als, they made the big difference in 
this game,” said Jewels coach Robert Sison. 

Rain or Shine and Magnolia се Cream already 
claimed the first two semifinal slots after posting. 
the best records in the elimination round, 

The scores: 

First Game 

MONTAÑA 82— agpeyo 18, Vergara 15, Dela Cuesta 11, 
una 10, Bono 8, Compton 8, Mercado 7, Bagulon 4, Capus 0. 

GRANNY GOOSE 73—Grialdo 15, Ires 11, Amada 9, 


CHAMPIONSHIP FINALS TOMORROW AT ARANETA COLISEUM! 


FIGHTS START 12NN 


D NEW 2006 PICKUP WILL 


DED 


TO CHAMPION PLUS 


would be scheduled tomorrow with the 
‘winner facing early semifinalist Purefoods 
Chunkee on Sunday, In either case, the 
Express or the Phone Pals would be play- 


Still in search ofa first-ever PBA cham- 
pionship, the Express finished third in the 
2003 Invitationals, their highest achieve- 
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Ina regular conference, however, Air21's 
best finish was sixth in the 2002 Governors 
Cup. Itjoined the league in 2001, 

‘After securing an automatic seat in the 
semifinals the Chunkee Giants are in е 
final stretch ofa three-week respite, 

“Again, it will be a battle of adjust- 
ments,” said Perasol. "We should always 
be prepared to match anything that Talit 
“N Text would throw at us.” June Navarro 


Harbour in semis; 
Jewels gain playoff 


ESTE 


ABBY Santos of Granny Goose dispute the 
rebound with Montafa’s Francis Mercado. manum 


Concha 8, Latoro 8, Айай 7, Quifahan 5, Santos 4, Gavino 2, 
David 2. Doruelo 2, Cruz 0, Lanete 0, Farrar O, Saladaga 0. 

Quarters: 1621, 33-32, 54-52, 8273 

Second Game: 

HARBOUR CENTRE 72—Gaco 15, Yeo 13, Reyes 12, Teno- 
rio 9 Saguinde 6, Mesina 6, Artano 5, Palemo 5, Raymundo 
4, Monzo 0. Cochin 0. 

 HAPEE-PCU 64—Castro 18, Espinas 12, Gonzales 10, Belga. 
7, BecullS Sanz 4, Moreño 4, Sols 4, Razon O, Misa 0, 

(Quarters: 16-14, 30-27, 51-40, 72-64 


MILO MARATHON LAUNCHED: The annual Milo Marathon will 
startin Kidapawan City on Jan. 29.From the usual 14 regional legs, Milo 
Sports Events Executive Pat Goc-ong and race organizer Rudy 
Biscocho have decided to stretch the 2006 season to 30 stops to 
celebrate the 30th year of the event. From left are Biscocho Pat Goc- 
Ong and Eugene David, SVR Nestle Phil, Inc. p 


Rampage 


(ENOUGH ALREADY. 1 WILL NOT 
add any further comment to the 
Pacquiao-Morales fever except to 
wish the Filipino fighter the best 
of luck against the ring-wise Mex- 
ican boxer who beat him the fist 
time they met. They clash this 
Sunday moming (Manila time) 
in Las Vegas.) 


CLEAN 
LiviNG 

© 
Manolo R. $ 


Tigo ufe ku 
Tangquincen anew. 

Penny is a revelation. A native 
of Texas, the 6-foot-5, 29-year-old 
Penny is not only a team player 
but a defensive gem as well. In 
taking a crucial 2-0 lead in Game 
2 last Sunday at the Big Dome, 
Penny set a conference record of 
nine block shots, the most in the 
РВА since Benjie Paras, now re- 
tired, swatted 10 in 1991. Al- 


PLAYING with newfound confi- 
dence, savvy and composure, 
Red Bull swept Alaska in the 
quarterfinal round and stormed 
into the semifinals ofthe San Mig 
CoffeePBA Fiesta Conference 
against crowd favorite Barangay 
Ginebra on Sunday at the Big 
Dome. 


U.S. / FOREIGN ENTRIES 


Roger Roberts. GEORGIA ® Bobby Fairchild, OKLAHOMA 


hani Batos * llo Ynares 
ty Salud ® Rudy Albano 
angoa $ Eating Teopaco ө Biboy Ennavez 
Joel & Jet Femando ө Raymond Velayo 
ıı & dake Macasaet s Gerry Boy Espina e Frank Benn 
aude Bautista ө Tony Tan e Peping Ricafort 
© эзе Araneta * Boy de Roca e Ronnie Pu 
Palmares ө Joey & Buboy de los Santos 
xar Tan ө Ompong Plaza є Witson Agbayani 
Romeo Yu * Roget de Guzman ө Wily Vil 
Ovet Son ө Pol Estoado e 
dene Medina « Wikam Go ө Gerry Escalona. 
ех Escalona Patrick Puno e Philip Chiongbian 
T, e Danny Pe ® Jun Caluya ® Sonny San Jose 
aui Dominguez e Lila Ortaca ө Boyet Joson 
«ay * Boy Royo ® Malt Вапа ө Rey Briones 
Danny Ty $ Reggie Pena ® Manvel Julao 
Marcel lao ө Jun Julao ө Dicky Lim e Frankie Uy 
Roger Buonaftor ө Efron Canlas ө Boy Diaz e Cito Alberto 


Host: Pintakasi of Champions 


STHUMOERBINO 
WEF, ШТ, 


со 


SPONSORS 


Richard McCormick, CANADA ® Karl & Bobby Casco, HAWAII 

Bruce Barnette, CALIFORNIA e. Joo Sanford, CALIFORNIA 

Joe Stanfield, CALIFORNIA ® Johnny Moore, TENNESSEE 

Jesse Smith, OKLAHOMA ө Crs Nesmith, ALABAMA 

Bran Corkren ALABAMA ® Norman Blount, ALABAMA 

Thomas Given ALABAMA ө Richard Kelly, ALABAMA 

Charles & Jerry Wolle ALABAMA ® Joey Melendres, AUSTRALIA 

Seavey Linsangan, GUAM ® Morinobu Taniguchi, 

Uoyd Bernardo, HAWAII ® Troy Bustatina, ILLINOIS 

Emite San Juan. CALIFORNIA’ Baby Evangelista, CALIFORNIA 

Edwin Tagle, CALIFORNIA ® Domy Fernandez, CALIFORNIA 
iro. CALIFORNIA 
oia. CALIFORNIA 

ALIFORNIA*. Ferdie Patam, CALIFORNIA 

Tot Morales CALIFORNIA e Elmo Gayoso, TENNESSEE 

Ron Ron Huele. CALIFORNIA® Ronio Siazon, CALIFORNIA 

Richard Lanier FLORIDA © Christy Borovien, ALABAMA 

Mark Baker. CALIFORNIA э Pol Ronnasek, ARIZONA 

Dave Ward, ARIZONA ® Joo Brown, TENNESSEE 

Johnny Philips GEORGIA e. William Leblanc. LOUISIANA 

Richard Hams. LOUISIANA ® Mario Ceniza, ARIZONA 

Jorge Torres CALIFORNIA ө Ed Alpaparo, CALIFORNIA 

Rege Barawidan, HAWAII ® and othe 


CUT AND PRE! 


wETHUNDERBIND 
IBEXA'N| 


ENT TO THUNDERBIRD 
PINTAKASI BOOTH & GET A GIFT PACK! 


Abest-ofseven айай, Sundays 
opening twinbill will also pit first 
semifinalist Purefoods Chunkie 
Giants against the winner of the 
Talk ‘N Text-Air21 series which 
the Express leads, 2-1, entering 
Game 4 tonight. 

‘The Bulls’ 3-0 victory over the 
Alaska Aces was a pleasant sur- 
prise to head coach Yeng Guiao. 
With his new import James Pen- 
ny at the helm, the Photokina 
franchise has suddenly found it- 
self back in the groove. "He (Реп. 
ny) is the right import for us,” 
said the 45-year-old Guiao, who 
last won back-to-back PBA titles 
in 2001-2002. "Penny's game is 
rubbing off his teammates, He 
Jets the locals score if they need 
to,” added Guiao, who will be 
meeting Ginebra coach Siot 


though he is not a big scorer com- 
pared to former Red Bull import 
Quemont Greer and Ginebra's 
Chris Porter, who averaged 31 
points and 21 rebounds in his 
first two winning appearances 
here, Penny is ranked better be- 
cause he has been able to bring 
ош the best from his local team- 
mates. 

Thus far, the Bulls who have 
shone the brightest are sweet- 
shooting Lordy Tugade, the vast- 
iyimproved Enrico Villanueva, 
shifty Cyrus Baguio and playmak- 
er Jimwell Torion, who displayed 
his signature deeds of derring do 
in Game 3 despite being ordered 
to go home by coach Guiao dur- 
ing Game 2. This is a sign that To- 
rion, whose contract ends this 
conference, wants an extension. 
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"GODESSES" RULED 
the Golden Globes 
тей carpet, with stars 
like Felicity Huffman, 
Maria Bello, Hilary 
Swank and Marcia 
Cross wearing plung- 
ing V-neck halter 
gowns with draping, 
fitted waists and bil- 
lowing skirts, 

Huffman and Bello 
wore ethereal white, 
forecast to be a top 
spring fashion trend. 
Bello complemented 
her beaded Elie Saab 
gown with white gar- 
denias in her hair. 

Keira Knightley al- 
so wore a strapless 
white dres by 
Valentino with a 
1ope-style belt, San- 
dra Oh wore a white 
gown with a scarf 
style back. 

“White was the big 
winner,” Suze Yalof- 


RED/AT- 
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Editor Emmie G. Velarde 


Seating the stars 


Finding out the hard but exciting way 


05 ANGE- 
les—When I was 
asked last Novem- 


ber ifI could work in the 
Globes, and I said yes, I 
didn’t have the slightest 
idea that the experience 
would be a very excit- 
ing one. 

Since I was a first-time vot 
ing member of the press group 
that hands out these awards, 1 
was more than glad to help. 
Then I learned that I was to be 
trained in assigning seats to the stars, and 
other guests. Easy? Not quite—especially 
when you are dealing with publicists, 
agents and managers. 

^ ticket to the Globes is one of the 
hottest in Hollywood. As late as Sunday 


Winning 
by pushing 
boundaries 


NEW YORK—ARE THIS YEARS GOLDEN 
Globes A watershed? 

Some people, like Joe Solmonese, president of 
the gayights group Human Rights Campaign, 
thinks so, since six awards went to movies with gay 
or transsexual central characters 

“It was a historic night" he told The Associated 
Press on Tuesday "It says а lot about where we're 
going аза country The more people live openly and 
honestly, the more we are simply part of the every- 
дау fabric of Americans lives" 

‘But Janice Shaw Crouse of Concemed Women 
for America, a women's group that applies Biblical 
principles to public policy maintained: "Once again, 
the media elites are proving that their pet projects 
are more important than profi" 

‘Crouse and some 187 million viewers saw ap- 
proving heads nod throughout the Beverly Hills 
ballroom Monday when Felicity Huffman accepted 
her Best Drama Actress award for her performance 
asa pre-op transsexual in “Transamerica” by saying: 
^1... salute ће men and women who brave os- 
‘racism, alienation and a life lived on the margins to 
become who they really ar.” 

In addition to Hufiman’s win, the cowboy ro. 
mance “Brokeback Mountain” won four Globes, in- 
cluding Best Dramatic picture. Philip Seymour Hoff- 
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(the show took place last Mon- 
day), folks were trying all sorts 
of tricks to get a ticket. I got a 
call from a man asking how he. 
could pick up the ticket for 
Paul McCartney. 1 chuckled 
and whispered the request to 
my trainer, a veteran member, 
Without skipping a beat, she 
said, “Tell him the ticket was 
picked up yesterday" 

When I put the phone down, 
we all had a good laugh. 

Right after the dawn nomi- 
nations announcement early 
last month at the Beverly Hills 
Hilton, a few of us, accompanied by a top 
exec from the hotel, marched into the In- 
ternational Ballroom, where the show is 
held annually, to make preliminary ar- 
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THE ONE STOP FACIAL SALON 


Introduces FDA approved 


ДАМЕ Л мл 


POWER MACHINE 


Diamond Power Machine is the latest and most advance skin resurfacing 
treatment that requires no down lime. It gently and effectively exfoliates 
your skin using a diamond chips-coated wand that removes upper layer of 
the skin leaving it supple and vibrant. 
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For more information call or visit 
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ox: ШКА MOVIE SM CEBU 


Movie Schedule by Theaters 
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WITNESS THE EXPLOSIVE REMATCH AT SM CINEMA! 
BIG SCREEN! NO COMMERCIALS! 
KIVE-LARGE ' 


JANUARY 22, 2006 
(Sunday) 8:00 a.m. 
Live VÀ SATELLITE 
PROM LAS VEGAS ISA 
Watch it at the following SM cinemas 
Fairview 4176811 North Edsa 9244274 
Southman 6000888 = Mania 5239240 
модата 6331901 Pampanga (045) 637681 
abu (032) 2313878 
SM has opened more theaters for you! 
NOW EXTENDED IN: 
Davao (082) 2976908 ой (038) 3209422 
Sia Mesa 7161416 


CA 


THE BATTLE COLLECTIBLE ITEMS 
Now available al SM Snackbars! Grab 
them NOW! 


= The Battle T-shirt P250.00 only 
| Para Sa Yo CDIDVD P199 00 only 
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adult magazine, 
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Catch the Cineplex Special 
А Blockbuster Gift for All Seasons 


The Shang Cineplex Gift Certificates. 
"Treat your family and trends to a Ihniling movie experience 
only at the Shang. 

Cinema Treats - lor Cinemas 1.2.3 and 4 
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“I DON'T need stress right now.” — weiss 


By Marinel R. Cruz 


“WE TRY TO TALK, BUT EACH TIME WE DO, 
we end up fighting. We don't want to lose re- 
spect for each other. We also don't need the 
added stress right now,” said actress Angel 
Locsin, who has admitted being at odds with 
her talent manager, 

‘The strained relationship between Angel 
and her manager, Becky Aguila, has been the 
subject of stories їп tabloids and on entertain- 
ment talk shows for weeks now. Neither has 
denied having argued about the handling of 
the young actress’ finances. 

“IF I want to say something to her, I won't 
broadcast it on radio and TV or have it printed 
in newspapers,” Angel told INQUIRER Enter- 
tainment over lunch on Wednesday. “I'm not 
that kind of person. Unlike her, bigla na lang 
nagpa-interview." 


Longand winding 

She added: “We really should have kept the 
problem between us from the start, [ ap- 
peared on ‘Startalk’ only to answer questions 
brought forth because of issues she raised in 
newspapers. Pero hindi ko s'ya tinira; hindi 
ako yung maglalaglag ng tao on national TV" 

"The actress said that while she is still bound 
by the contract she signed with Aguila, it is 
now Artist Center, GMA 75 talent arm, that 
handles her schedules. 

“Magulo at mahabang usapin ‘yan (It would 
take a long and winding discussion),” Angel 
said of her disagreement with Aguila, “In 
time, people will find out who is telling the 
truth. Right now, I'm just leaving everything 
to God." 

Whenever she faces difficult times in her 
career, Angel said, she turns to her father for 
advice. "Im still his baby girl,” she said. “I 
make sure he knows everything 1 do. He said 
hewas surprised when he found out about the. 
situation. 1 don't normally cry in front of him. 
Twant to always be strong for him.” 


Keep quiet 

She added: “Daddy told me not to think too 
much about it anymore. He told me to just 
keep quiet." 

Angel said she also runs to her friends 
whenever she is anx- 
ious. She considers 
Valerie Concepcion 
and Danica Sotto, sis- 
ter of her rumored 
boyfriend Oyo Boy, аз 
her most trusted 
friends in show biz 

“I pray to God 
whenever 1 сап, 
wherever 1 am," she. 
added. "I dont like 
thinking negative 
about other people." 

The lunch оп 
Wednesday was to 
launch the new on- 
line game, Priston- 
Tale, which Angel en- 
dorses. PristonTale is 
operated locally by 
NetPlay. 


For kids 

"After doing ‘Dar- 
na’ and 'Mulawin, 1 
discovered that my 
followers аге kids, 
teenagers and the 
young at hear. 1 
want to endorse 
something that has а 
positive effect on 
them. Kung baga sa 
pelikula, dapat GP 
sya. Of course, the 
product has to be 
something 1 like,” ex- 
plained Angel, “Tm 
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25 pecially when I found 
UNDERWORLD 2 || out that there are 
юзмез || characters here that 
female players could 
relate to.” 
Angel is also busy 
with promoting Mac 
Alejandre's "I Will Al- 
ways Love You," 
where she co-stars 
with Richard Gutier- 
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said Angel, who was 
hospitalized ог 
dengue fever and 
bronchitis while 
abroad. "|Dut] we 
had to re-shoot some 
of the scenes because 
the negatives were 
damaged." 
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From the World of JUMANJI 


One in a kind and other boob-tube booboos 


'HOST: OF ALL THE STARS WE HAVE, WHY DID 
you decide to cast (name of star) in your | produc- 
tion? 

Guest: It's easy to see why by just looking at 
her—she's only one in 
akind! 

(What do you VIEWFINDER 
mean?) 

Host: What did you 
finish in college? 

Guest: No college, 
no aral for me, kasi 
pina-drop off ako. 

(Ano daw?) 

Host: How will you 
promote your new al- 
bum ina different way? 

Guest: Oh, a different way is, we will have a 
lunching show! 


(We hope it's held at noon!) 


Nestor U. Torre. 


Host: How old were you when you first 
started acting on TV? Did you start as a child 
actor? 

Guest: I was already going up 13. 

(Ah, о...) 

Host: People say you're shy, so you won't 
make it in show business? 

Guest: No, I like performing. My problem 
is, hindi lang ako sanay sa public people! 

(Ау, sa public people!) 


Host: What is your advice for people who 
bear grudges against others? 

Guest: You have to stop, its like poisont 
You must promise to learn to forgive and for- 
get other people! 

(Huwag naman—forgive, but don't forget 
them!) 

Host: How do you help your hapsisters? 

Guest: I help all my stefsister with educa- 
tion, 

C-Whata strange pair you make.) 


Host: Of all the things you have and are, 
what's the most important to you? 

Guest: What's important is my compassio 
ate, po. 

(Oh, that!) 

Host: What do you think of (name of star- 
let). 

Guest: She's beautiful, 1 like her—kaya 
lang, parang mahirap siyang i-approach! 

Host: What does it take for a young woman 
to be accepted as a candidate in this beauty 
pageant? 

Guest: She has to be smart, beautiful—and 
look good in bathing shoes! 

(What in the world are bathing shoes?) 

Host: So, are you going to get married this 
year? 

Guest: 1 already answered that, as 1 said 
kanina, à while ago. 

Скини) 

Host: Some say that you are the successor 
of (name of veteran star). How do you feel 
when people tell you that? 

Guest: Oh, I'm so honored to be mentioned 
in the same name! 

(You mean, the same breath?) 


Fantasy films rule 
THE PHILIPPINES isn't the only country 
where fantasy movies rule. In the United 
States, two of the biggest hits are “King Kong” 
and “The Chronicles of Narnia,” which both 
stress the magical and employ a lot of special 
effects. 

‘And, hot on their heels, a veritable cornu- 


Students' choice 
awards tonight 


THE SECOND USTV STUDENTS' CHOICE 
‘Awards, the awards for excellence and Chris- 
tian values on television by the University of 
Santo Tomas, will be held tonight at the UST 
Medicine Auditorium. 

Rector Magnificus Rev. Tamerlane Lana, ОР 
will lead the awards rites that start at 6. 

This years theme is: "Tele-Tomasino: A Critical 
Appreciation o Television." 

The awards, organized by the Office of the Sec- 
retary General and student leaders of UST, will 
cover TV programs aired berween May 2004 and 
September 2005. Criteria include competence, 
quality of programming, and the promotion of the 
Thomasian vision of truth with charity. 

Voters in the awards are the 30,000-strong stu- 
dent body of the Pontifical University The board 
of judges includes Fr. Rolando V de la Rosa, ОР, 
former chairman of the Commission on Higher 
Education; Fr Isidro Abario, UST secretary gener- 
al; Henrietta de Villa, former ambassador to the 

Fr. Romulo Rodriguez, ОР, regent of 
Yispina Martinez 


Nominees 
"The nominees are: "24 Oras,” “Insider” “TV Pa- 
trol World" (news program); Атто! Clavio, Mike 
Enriquez, Ted Failon (male broadcast news and 
public affairs host; Karen Davila, Korina Sanchez, 
Mel Tiangco (female broadcast news and public 
affairs host); "Imbestigador" “Magandang Gabi, 
Bayan,” “The Correspondents" (documentary 
STUDENTS/ А15 


a 


copia of other fantasy-adventure productions achieving his desire to be fully human. 
are lining up for the best playdates during the And “The Shaggy Dog” casts Tim Allen as a 
first quarter of 2006. lawyer whose devotion to his career comes at 
‘Coming soon is “Pirates of the Caribbean 2: the expense of his family. His transformation 
Dead Man's Chest.” Stars Johnny Depp and intoa dog hampers his career, but teaches him 
Keira Knightly re- how to be a better father and husband. 
unite in a new screen 
caper chronicling the 
further misadven- 
tures of Capt. Jack 
Sparrow. The emerg- 
ing film franchise is 
50 successful that a 
third installment was 
filmed along with the 
second—shades of 
“Lord of the Rings"! 
“ХМеп 3” follows 
the new adventures of. 
superpowered group 
led by Professor 
Xavier: А geneticist 
finds a “cure” for the or naan cat 
mutation found in the 687-6963 
"меп" and Hawk gg GUARANTEED SEATS i 
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Seating the 


rangements. | was asked to walk 
around to "feel the place." 

Afer the holidays, we went to 
work, assigning tables and seats to 
more than 1,000 guests. Nominees 
from the film categories, A-list pre- 
senters and guests got spots in what is 
called the pit—the section closest to 
the stage. 

The other film nominees and TV 
nominees were assigned to the next 
tier The third tier was designated to 
the rest of the guests. 

Simple? No way. Over the next cou- 
ple of weeks, until a day before the 
event, stars and studios and their ac- 
complices were calling, dropping by, 
faxing or e-mailing requests for 
switches. It became, let's say, "in- 
tense.” 

‘An actress—or her handlers—kept 
changing the group and table that she 
‘wanted to join (ће show is aired in 
more than 150 countries). Another 
actress couldn't supply the name of 
her date or guest until the last 
minute. Was she desperately looking. 
forone? 

Several actors, through their publi- 
cists, wanted to know who were sit- 
ting next to them. 

The other half of a divorced star 
couple asked where her ex was sit- 
ting. We presumed they were not in 
good terms, so they were placed on 
‘opposite sides of the room. It turned 
‘out that they were in good terms but 
my trainer was  adamant—no 
changes, please! 

This colleague of mine is firm, 
‘which is what is needed in her posi- 


Winning by 
pushing 
boundaries 


From page А2-1 
man won Best Dramatic 
‘Actor as gay writer Tru- 
man Cape in 
“Capote” 

Stil, theres been 
some resistance to the 
films. “Brokeback” was 
pulled earlier бот а 
Utah theater. Comedian 
Тапу David, who co- 
created “Seinfeld” and 
has aligned himself with 
liberal causes, wite a 
humorous op-ed piece 
for The New Yok 
Times, avening: 1 just 
dont want to watch two 
straight men, alone on 
the prairie, fall in love 
and kiss and hug and 
hold hands and what- 
mot .. not that theres 
anything wong with 
that” 

"When people can be 
honest about .. sexual 
orientation as just one 
part of their ife, then we 
сап move past the un- 
known,” said Мей Giu- 
liano, president of the 
Gay and Lesbian Al- 
lance Against Defama- 
tion, "Thats what the 
films have significantly 
helped America see.” 

Jake Coyle, AP 
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SEALS „л 


tion because there's incredible pres- 
sure from all directions. She virtually 
knew who was sitting where in the 
vast ballroom! 

She stood her ground when a rela- 
tive found out that his kin (the two 
are powerful in the biz) was going to 
be seated on a lower level. He de- 
manded that he be moved to the first 
tier, too, but his request was turned. 
down. 

‘An actor's manager kept calling al- 
most every dày, dying to be invited. 
As we say kung may tiyaga, may nila- 
ва. A day before the show, the actor's 
rep called again and fortunately for 
him, a couple of seats became avail- 
able. He willingly paid $1,200 for the 
hot two tickets (prime ones are sold 
at $600 each). 


Meeting Pamela 

Oh yes, the nominees do pay $600 
each. But its usually the studios or TV 
‘companies who cough up the dough 
for the prestige to be at Hollywood's 
party ofthe year. Only afew get comp 
tickets—the presenters do, for exam- 
ple (and get the extra special goodie 
bags which are estimated to be worth 
at least $62,000 each this year). 

So when a star was making pakipot 
about sitting at the table ofthe studio 
that was going to fly her in and pay 
for her ticker, a mogul declared, “Yes, 
she will sit at my table!” 

A few days before the big day, we 
moved our office to a room right be- 
side the ballroom venue. The entire 
show was rehearsed again and again 
with stand-ins for the stars. When а 


| “Art Jam,” "Sineskwela" (edu- 


Wücout 1O 
Lina 


‘The TV station 
be declared USTV Students’ Choice for Television 
‘Station of the Year 


“winner's name" was called, the indi- 
vidual standing in for that certain 
nominee stood up, walked to the 
stage and gave an acceptance speech. 

‘A day before the show, the presen- 
ters showed up for practice at stag- 
gered times (the schedule was amaz- 
ingly followed to the minute). On 
their way out, some celebrities 
dropped by to personally get their 
tickets. I personally handed Pamela 
Anderson hers. I'm sure many guys 
would trade places with me for the 
pleasure of asking Pamela to sign the 
receipt, Wearing an unbuttoned 
white cotton shirt and a sheer bra un- 
derneath, the actress had to bend as 
she printed and signed her name. 

HBO began partially covering the 
pool in preparation for its party right 
after the show. A man in scuba suit as- 
sembled the underwater steel foun- 
dation for the temporary wooden 
floor. The sight was an interesting dis- 
traction from the last-minute strug- 
gles to switch seats or to plead for a 
ticket (one man came and made a 
plea in near tears). 

Since this was a high-profile event, 
Iheard that the FBI wanted а copy of 
the guestlist. Security was tight at the 
event—even the parking and limo 
passes had chips that identified the 
bearers of these passes. On the day it- 
self, police dogs came to sniff for 
bombs. 

On Sunday, my rambling notes on 
the big day itself—or scenes that the 
ТУ cameras couldn't have caught. 

(Email the columnist at 
rmnepales 5585 yahoo.com.) 


Students’ choice awards „ш 


program); “Debate with Mare and Pare,” "Dong 
Puno Live,” and "YSpeak" (public affairs talk 
show); “3R,” "E" and "Rated-K" (magazine pro- 
gram); ‘Art Angel 
cational program); "Bubble Gang,” "Goin! Bulilit,” 
“Nuts Entertainment” (comedy); 

“Asap 05,” "Eat... Bulaga!" and “Wowwowee” 
(variety program); “Full House,” “Lovers in Paris," 
"Memories of Bali” (foreign soap opera); "Extra 
Challenge, "Star Circle Quest,” “Starstruck” (real- 
ity program); "S-Fles; “Startalk,” "The Buzz" 
(entertainment news show); “Maalaala Мо 
Kaya?” and "Magpekalanman" (drama pro- 


gram); “Mga Angel na Walang Langit,” “Encant 
dia," “Kampanerang Kuba" (drama mini-series); 
John Loyd Cruz for “Ikaw ang Lahat sa Akin,” 
Richard Gutierrez for “Sugo,” Denn 
“Dama” (actor, drama mini-series); 
Barretto for “Ikaw ang Lahat sa Akin,” Iza Calzado 
for “Encantadia,” Angel Locsin for "Dama" (ac- 
ess, drama mini-series). 

There will also be an award for best music 


ıt wins the most awards will 
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Red, 
white, 
black 


From page А2-1 


Schwartz of Glamour magazine said from the 
red carpet. 

Kate Beckinsale's white dress from the Dior 
archives was dainty and elegant. Reese With- 
erspoon's short vintage Chanel haute couture 
was a champagne color. Cross’ dress was coral, 
providing a stunning contrast to her red hair. 

Red also showed a strong presence: Sca 
lett Johansson wore a red scoop neck Valenti- 
по with soft ruffles on the straps and down 
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the back; Geena Davis wore a strapless Езса- 
da with a jeweled bustier top; Laura Linney 
had an asymmetrical version. 

Eva Longoria complemented her red Gre- 
cian wrap by Bob Mackie with gold platform 
shoes. 

Equally bright was Ziyi Zhang's Armani 
lime green silk tulle gown with a sweetheart 
neckline and floor-sweeping train. 

But some of fashion’s favorite faces stuck 
with classic black 


It’s 


Chinese New Year 
at the Shang! 


A cultural feast...A rousing celebration! 


Experience a fascinating showease 


of unique attractions 


Sg PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER- 


RENEE Zellweger 
in Carolina 
Herrera; Geena 
Davis (inset) in 
Escada 


SARAH Jessica 
Parker 


EVA Longoria 


JANET SUSANR мөт 


Sarah Jessica Parker was in a strapless dress 
with tiny rows of tulle by Rochas. Diors John 
Galliano designed a custom cocktail dress for 
Charlize Theron that featured black lace over 
nude tulle. Swanles black dress by Jean Yu had 
a sexy back with several straps, and Mary- 
Louise Parker's had a plunging V-front. 

Natalie Portman looked Audrey Hepbur- 
nesque in a vintage Chane! black lace bustier 
dress. Renee Zellweger remained loyal to de- 
signer Carolina Herrera, wearing an asym- 
metrical black silk chiffon dress with a leg- 
length slit up the left thigh. 

Teri Hatcher wore a body-hugging V-neck 
bronze halter gown with art deco-style bead- 
ing. 

Gwyneth Paltrow's overall look was very 
soft. Her white Balenciaga tiered gown em- 
braced her pregnant belly instead of hiding it 
and her hair was up with soft waves. 

"The Globes set the fashion tone for the rest 
of the season,” designer Randolph Duke told 
the Associated Press. "Its a very chic show" 


Ap MARIA Bello 
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3 foreign acts for Pinoy fans tonight 


THREE FOREIGN ACTS ЕМ. 
tertain local — fans 
tonight—Backstreet Boys, 
Jason Mraz, and Gabe 
lapano with Pat 
Upton. 

Mraz has a two 
night engage- 
ment—tonight аг 
the Rockwell Tent and to- 
morrow night at the NBC 
Tent. For tickets, call 911- 
5555. 

Lapano, Cascades lead 
singer and songwriter 


SHow 
TiME 


shares the stage with Up- 
ton of Spiral Starecase, 
who stars in "More To 
day Than Yester 

day" a three 

night series, 
—Ttonight at Aliw 
Theater, tomorrow 
at the Manila Ho- 
tel, and Jan. 22 at the Wa- 
terfront Hotel in Cebu. 
Tickets available at Tick- 
etworld, Tower Records, 
Robinsons and Ayala 
Malls Box Office. 


Backstreet Boys perform 
at the Araneta Coliseum. 
Call 911-5555. 


Tonight 

Pilita Corrales, the UP 
Singing Ambassadors, 
Boy Camara and Tenor 
Dondi Ong, sopranos 
Nanette — *“Moscardon 
Maigue and Aileen 

Cura pay tribute to “The 
Music of Dick Zamora... 
Love Songs" at Paco Park; 
5:30 pam. 


JANUARY 15 to FEBRUARY 2 


Chinese Food Curio Festival 
Mall hours, Level 1, Shaw Blvd. side 


JANUARY 21, SATURDAY 

‘An Acrobatic Presentation 

by Golden Red Lion & Dragon 
2pm, Grand Atrium, Level 2 


Chinese Folk & Fairytales Storytelling 
3pm, Art Plaza, Level 4 


Chinese Dance Presentation 
by Chiang Kai Shek College 
5pm, Grand Atrium, Level 2 


JANUARY 21 to JANUARY 22 

Feng Shui Reuding with Prof. Charlie Chao 
2-6pm, in front of Figaro, Level 3 

Present an accumulated or single receipt, 
single day purchase worth P2,500 on 
uei 21 & 22 to avail of FREE 

Feng Shui Reading 

Per-DTHNCR Permit No. A3-0059, Series of 2006 


JANUARY 22, SUNDAY 

Dragon & lion Dance and Martial Arts 
Exhibition by Philippine Ling Nam Athletic 
Federation 

1-4pm, Grand Atrium, Level 2 


Chinese Calligraphy Demo by Mr. Jason Que 
3-6pm, Level 1, Shaw Blvd. Exhibit area 


For details, please coll the Marketing 
Ойса at 633-7851 lo 70 


р 


to jumpstart your year! 


JANUARY 27, FRIDAY 

Chinese Retrospective Films Special 

Premiere Theatre, Shang Cineplex, Level 6 
Special rate - P88 per ticket {without food & drinks) 
JANUARY 28, SATURDAY 


Chinese Calligraphy Demo by Mr. Jason Que 
Эрт, Ап Plazo, Level 4 


Chiang Kai Shek Chorale 
Spm, Grand Atrium, Level 2 


Dynamic Youth Chorale 

7pm, Grand Atrium, Level 2 
Fireworks Display 

T2mn, Streetscape 

JANUARY 29, SUNDAY 

Dragon & Lion Dance Exhibition 


by Golden Lion Youth Club 
2pm, Grand Atrium, Level 2 


Chinese Craft Making for Kids. 
Арт, Art Plaza, Level 4 


STREETSCAPE Shows - 9:30pm. 


Jon. 20 - liquified Orange 
Jon. 21 -Clossified 

Jan. 27 - Sould Out 

Jan, 28 - Rockin Revival 


Shangri-La Plaza 
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could not be contained in a home environmment. 


Ayala Cinemas envelopes the audience in 

a unique environment which delivers the movies" 
high definition entertainment experience that 
enables you to enjoy sound as stunning as 


the picture. 


Viewers are assured of hearing the highest 


quality audio performance possible. 
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FRIDAY, JANUARY 20, 2006 


WHAT'S INSIDE 
Council SMCset 
fState, toissue 
BSP style $500M in 

/B3 bonds /B3 


Textus your feedback: inquirer biz name/sge/citylmessage to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


Im 
—Ü 


Website: wrwing7money.net 


Editor Raul О, Marcelo 


CURRENCIES PESO-DOLLARRATE PSE COMPOSITEINDEX 
{}?вэлв= Qe 
Рел Sr - 


AsofS pmm Jan: 9.2006 _ | | 


(SeestockrrtetreportonPage BS) 


* GOLD: $547.80-548.30 
per ounce Hong Kong, jan, 19.2006 


Share prices down 0.77% on rising oil concerns 


SHARE PRICES YESTERDAY CLOSED ^ — royo's hold on power, dealers said. 

0.77 percent lower due to rising oil prices The composite index fell 16.37 points to 
and fresh political concerns about possi- 2,109.08 after trading between 2,106.61 
ble threats to President Macapagal-Ar- 
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Nestlé in P2.5-B expansion 


Food giant also seen to push local coffee production 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


NESTLE PHILIPPINES INC. HAS SET ASIDE SOME P2.5 BIL- 
lion in capital expenses for the modernization and expansion 
of its production plants, according to a company executive. 


NPI chair Nandu Nandkishore yester- 
day said the fund would go to the up- 
grade, capacity expansion, environmen- 
tal compliance requirements artd other 
needs of the firm's various facilities. 

The company has manufacturing plants 
in Cabuyao, Laguna; Lipa, Batangas; 


Pulilan, Bulacan; as well as in Cagayan de 
Ого, Quezon City and Marikina City. 
Nandkishore, who is also the company 
president and chief executive, said NPI 
annually had been laying out at least P2 
billion over the past few years. 
"We are further improving our Philip- 


You've taken great strides in earning a measure of success. Now you're all set to live the great life-at Crosswinds’ Grand Quarter” 
The Grand Quartier" 15 an upscale mid-rise condominium nestled on a Swiss-inspired haven. The Grand Quartier” is an Integral 
part of the masterplanned community of Crosswinds, complementing the neighboring enclaves of Pine Grove, Swiss Quadrles", 
and the upcoming Gourmet Village. And its cool, quiet, and pine tree-filled environment relaxes you, providing the perfect 
setting for the great life. 


Your run towards the great life starts with the Crosswinds’ Grand Quartler". Get a Property Preview. 
call 850 2868 or 850 6986, or click wWW.brittany.com.ph 


pine operations to address local demand 
even as we continue to serve other mar- 
kets in the region,” he said. 5 

The official made the announcement 
during the launch of a new coffee prod- 
uct called Nescafé Classic First Pick. 

Nandkishore added that Nestlé was 
supporting efforts to encourage local cof- 
fee production aimed at raising con- 
sumption of coffee products. 

‘Nestlé data show that the company each 
year buys some $40 million or about P2 bil- 
lion worth of coffee beans for processing. 
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DAVAO CITY—BOOKINGS FOR 
travel in the 10-member Associa- 

«sion of Southeast Asian Nations 

(Asean) will soon be done in real 

Tüme online with the develop- 
ment of а Web portal that will 
serve аза platform to buy and sell 
the region’s existing tourism 
products and services. 

“As soon as the portal goes live 
їп March this year, bookings will 
be carried out in real time, at the 
click of the mouse,” says Klaus 
Lengefeld, sales manager inter- 
national of Zartmann Touristik 
Systeme (275), the Germany- 
based firm that runs information 
systems that operate online travel 
bookings. 

The German firm signed an 
agreement to put up and operate. 
the portal with Asean Tourism As- 
sociation (Aseanta) Monday at 
the Waterfront Insular Hotel, the 
site of a series of industry meet- 
ings for the ongoing Asean 
"Tourism Forum (ATF) here. 

Tunku Iskandar, chair of 
Aseanta's intra-Asean travel com- 
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mittee, says the setting up of the 
‘Asean portal is a first in the re- 
gion and will have a great impact 
inthe industry. 

Instead of searching each hotel 
website for accommodations, 
travel agents around the world 
will only have to log on the Asean 
portal to compare rates and find 
the hotels, airline companies or 
tour operators they're looking for, 
he said. 

The visit Asean portal will be 
known as visit Asean.travel to 
feature all of Aseanta member 
hotels, airlines and tour opera- 
tors who are directly linked to 
the site to make it more conve- 
nient for travelers around the 
world to search and book their 
tours. 

“This will be the future mode 
of travel,” says Zartmann. "In- 
stead of looking through catalogs 
and brochures, you only have to 
open the portal and arrange trav- 
el bookings in just 10 minutes, in 
justa click of the mouse.” 

The portal will go online in 


March but will be completed in 
April this year. It will be powered 
bye-PriNz, a system that provides 
linkages to several Web travel 
portals around the world as well 
as bank settlement process, Zart- 


Socioeconomic classification 
and market segmentation 


Q: WHEN YOU'RE LAUNCHING A 
new product, and you're conduct- 
ing a UAI (Usage, Attitude, Im- 
age) study to get the profile of 
consumers, should your respon- 
dent base represent all socio-eco- 
nomic classes (SEC) ? Or should 
the respondent base focus on the 
specific market you like to read 
especially if you just want to read 
your target Class AB and C seg- 
ments? 

A: Lets start from where we agree. 
We agree with you that when youre 
planning a new product launch, you 
should start with market segmentation 
and from your target market segment. 
"Should I go after ALL socio-economic 
lasses in my UAI survey?" No, you 
should go after the respondents who 
are your target Class AB and C con- 
sumers. If youre already at the launch- 
ing stage, that means you've done your 
work in reviewing all alternative mar- 
ket segments to target and have zeroed 
in on a PTM (primary target market) 
segment. Your research should follow 
and serve yout marketing decisions. In 
the specific question of the UAL target 
respondents, those should be your tar- 
get consumers whom you have defined 
as Class AB and С consumers. 

Thats actually relating our answer 
to the second part of your question. But 
мей like now to challenge the target 
segment assumption in this second 
part. The segmentation issue that un- 
derlies that assumption is this: “In 
launching a new product, is it usually 
better to segment your market and tar- 
get according to socio-economic class- 
es? Or does it make for more strategic 
sense to segment by user segments and. 
then profile these segments by socio- 
eco classes?" 

The senior MRx-er's book, Strategic 
Market Segmentation, presented a 
strong case especially in new product 
launches in favor of segmenting by 
product use and then profiling the re- 
sulting user segments by (among oth- 
ers) SEC. 

Stated їп concrete terms and follow- 
ing the case in the second part of your 
question, here's a restatement of the is- 
sue: 

“In your new product launch, do you 
get your marketing and sales teams in- 
to a clearer direction of marketing ac- 
tion if you segment your market into, 
say, the user segment versus the non- 
user segment, and then find out (that 
is, profile) how many Class АВ, C, D 
and Eare in the user segment and how 
many in the non-user segment? Or are 

u and your team more ready and 
‘confident to do immediate battle if you 

+ segment the market into Class AB, C, D 

Т ола E, and then find out (that is, pro- 

£ file) how many product users and how 

7 лпапу non-users belong to each socio- 
eco class?” 

This is not saying of course that its 
wrong to segment by SEC. Thats not 
the issue. The issue is: "Is SEC usually 

е better means for segmenting your 
"market?" Our research and experience 

say that its not. 

7^ "Let us refer to a specific case to 
demonstrate this controversial propo- 
sition. 

_ This is che case of the launch of the 
feminine wash, pHCare. The strategic 
T planning for that product launch start- 
7 pd with a segmentation research on the 
{feminine wash category. The research 

found that: 

1. feminine wash users cut across all 
socio eco classes with the dominant 


DOG JAY зонтом BUREAU 
mann says. 

But the system will not only al- 
low travelers to book their tours 
fast and conveniently but will al- 
зо allow hotels to put on any rate 
they wish at any given time and 


postiton their website, Lengefeld 
explains. 

Iskandar says the industry 
‘wants to tap atleast 10 percent of 
Asean's 550 million people as po- 
tential tourist market. 

‘The ongoing nine-day Asean 
Tourism Forum, which currently 
gathers over 2,000 delegates 
here, is aimed at encouraging in- 
tra-Asean travel and package the 
region as one tourist destination. 

‘Asean countries include 
Malaysia, Singapore, Philippines, 
Thailand, Indonesia, Brunei, 
Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar and 
Vietnam. 

Zartmann says online bookings 
will increasingly be how travel 
will be done in the future. 

“The trend is towards online 
shopping, where the client log in- 
toa portal, find the hotel website, 
put the services she needs in her 
shopping cart, pay with her credit 
card and then, get her confirma- 
tion online. 

“Its not like an e-mail where 
you have to wait for another day 


fora reply" he says. 

With the travel portal, it will al- 
so be easier for hotels in the re- 
gion to promote their products 
worldwide. Unlike before when, 
Lengefeld says, the only Internet. 
link he can find from Germany 
about Boracay, were links that 
connected the Philippines with 
the Abu Sayyaf. 

Iskandar says Asean tourists 
reached 23 million in 2004, an in- 
crease of 20 percent from the pre- 
vious year, but still less than 5 
percent of the region's 550 mil- 
lion people. Total tourist arrivals 
їп the region last year reached 
49.9 million, with top non-Asean 
visitors led by Japan, 3.5 million; 
China, 3 million; South Korea, 
23 million; US tourists, 2 mil- 
lion; Australians, 1.8 million; and 
Taiwanese, 1.7 million 

Among the Asean tourists, the 
numbers of — Singaporeans, 
Malaysians and Thais were 
among the highest. Germelina A. 
Lacorte and Dennis Jay C. San- 
tos, PDI Mindanao Bureau 
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users belonging to Class AB and up- 
scale C; 

2. the user segment was just around 
20 percent of menstruating women, 
the remaining 80 percent were non- 
users; 

3. among the non-users, most used 
soap or just water for their feminine 
hygiene needs; 

4, users of soap and water as alter- 
native to feminine wash have no un- 
derstanding of what feminine wash 
can do that’s distinctively better than 
soap and water; and 

5. among current feminine wash 
users, most (a little over 80 percent) 
use Lactacyd and they started their use 
because of а urinary tract infection 
and/or on the advice and prescription 
of their OB-Gyne. 

In the discussion of these findings, it 
became clear that the market opportu- 
nity insights were much more with the 
category user/non-user segmentation 
than with the SEC segmentation. In 
particular, here were the more signifi- 
‘cantof those inferred insights: 

1. The larger market opportunity is 
in ting the non-user segment. 
Successful segment penetration here 
means literally exploding the feminine. 
wash market. 

2. The key to segment penetration of 
the non-user consumers is in discover- 
ing the key driver to feminine wash us- 
age. (This was pursued subsequently 
and the finding established the basis 
for the new product positioning. And 
that key driver? A non-user will use if 
she can be shown that the feminine 
wash will do the best job at nurturing 
and deepening her intimate relation- 
ship with her sexual partner) 

3. Ifthe current feminine wash users 
regard feminine wash (the available 
ones especially the dominant leader 
brand, Lactacyd), as an anti-UTI ога 
medicine, then the correct competitive 
positioning against Lactacyd is to move 
away from being a medicine. It's essen- 
tially a maneuver to reposition the 
competitor where it is in fact being 
used or first used by consumers, and 
then to own the “daily non-medicine 
use" for pHCare. 

So here's how a user-based segmen- 
tation strategically outdid an SEC- 
based segmentation. It outdid in terms 
of being able to provide richer market 
‘opportunity leads and insights. How- 
ever, its a case where the total market 
had more category non-users than 
users. So what about the case where 
the category users are population-wise 
the vast majority as is true with the 
more established categories like 
headache pills, shampoo, instant noo- 
dle, fast-food eating, beauty parlor, and 
the like? 

Here, it still pays to start by trying a 
second level usage segmentation of the 
user segment. A second level user seg- 
‘mentation partitions the users into, say, 
a heavy user segment, a regular user 
segment, an occasional user segment, 
and a lapsed user segment. Then you 
can still profile each segment by SEC. 
‘Compare this with segmenting by SEC 
and then profiling each SEC segment 
by its consumers second level user sta- 


tus positions. In segmenting this way, 
your overriding concern is still to 
check if your market opportunity 
search is still richer with user-based 
versus SEC-based segmentation. 
Consider, for example, instant 
noodle. Consumers across socio-eco 
classes take instant noodle. But they 
take it for different purposes. So 
market opportunity search for grow- 
ing one's business in instant noodle lies 
more with needs segmentation than 
with SEC segmentation. It is where dif- 
ferences are situated where opportuni- 
ties for making a difference in your 
business is to be found. For example, 
suppose we find a need segment of 
consumers who take instant noodle 
mainly for snack or for “pamatid 
gutom” (hunger reliever). Discovering 
the motivator for these consumers to 
also take the category as a meal would 
more than double the instant noodle 
consumption of this segment. Or take 
the research finding that there's a need 
segment of instant noodle who treat it 
аз an “ulam” (a viand). That led to the 
introduction of a "pandt ulam" (а 
viand noodle). 

We also must not think that the two 
segmentation methods are always ап 
alternative to one another. There have 
been occasions when we've applied us- 
age asa second-level segmentation of a 
targeted SEC segment. Doing this can 
raise the latter's power as a market op- 
portunity search instrument or as a 
business growth source. For example, 
їп real property development, Ayala 
Land has focused on the Class AB seg- 
ment to grow its business. In popula- 
tion size, this SEC segment is small. But 
the real property business is a multi- 
billion-peso business not because of 
population size of its target market but 
because of the individual wealth of the 
segments members. In fact, each real 
property project has a small countable 
“magnitude of its marketing task.” For 
‘example, even a 90-unit high-end con- 
dominium project makes for a billion. 
peso product. 

Within the Class A SEC segment, 
there were over time, repeat home buy- 
ers who bought a house for different 
purposes and needs. One group bought 
to give the house as a wedding gift to 
one of their adult children who was 
getting married. Another group bought 
because “all the children are out and 
own their own, and this house is too big 
for the two of us now" The purchase 
motivator was to fit one's housing need 
to one's family life stage. These were 
two needs segments within the Class A 
SEC segment. They were also segments 
that recur over time among the Class A 
SEC families. Each family was a market 
at least twice in its lifetime for these. 
home purchase needs. 

In approaching market segmenta- 
tion and segment targeting then, avoid 
а fired template mindset. We realize. 
that such a template has defined your 
comfort zone and therefore your sense. 
of security. But comfort zones also de- 
fine the seed of your eventual failure. 
So in place of a segmentation template, 
apply a creative market opportunity 
search and a business growth sourcing 
examination lens to segmentation. 
More and more successful marketers 
are into this. That means we're not just 
talking here of growing your business. 
Its also about something very basic: 
your business survival 

Send questions to Market- 
ingRxGpldiDSL net or text us at 0919- 
314-5412. God bless! 


L. 


shores, now goes 
for local market 


FEW WOULD IMMEDIATELY SELL THEIR 
products to the international market. Most 
would test the local waters first. 

Not so with Sheldon Villanueva and Kris- 
tine Dee, graduates of Industrial Design at 
the Pratt Institute in New York, who decid- 
ed to hit the international market right 
away for theirhome furnishings. 

Sheldon and wife of almost two years, 
Kristine, set up a home furnishings and ac- 
cessories design and manufacturing com- 
pany even before getting engaged, shortly. 
after they obtained NY degrees. 

Sheldon isa member of the third genera- 
tion of a family that has been manufactur- 
ing and exporting to stringent buyers from 
Europe, Asia and the Americas. “My grand- 
parents started it all with their company, 
‘Western Pacific Cordage, which supplied 
those large industrial ropes used in ships, 
using abaca from Bicol, where we are 
from," he recounts. 

In 1972, his parents bought Wespacor 
and, because of the trend and demand at 
that time, produced home accessories like 
the abaca placemats, coasters, baskets, and 
hampers, under their company, Shelmed. 
Being a member of the third generation pre- 
dictably pointed him toward Industrial De- 
sign asa major in college. It was at the DeLa 
Salle University where he met Kristine. After 
college, both apprenticed at their parents’ 
respective firms. Sheldon trained and 
worked in almost all areas in his parents’ 
Shelmed Cottage Treasures, while Kristine 
familiarized herself with Deco Board Philip- 
pines, a company that supplies home, office 
and kitchen cabinet systems. 

They felt their knowledge was limited at 
that time so both decided to take up their 
Master's Degree in New York. 

“After our course in Pratt, we felt we want- 
ed to produce our own products—applying 
the concepts and principles we learned 
through work and in Pratt Institute,” Sheldon 
shares. "We formed Duo Design, and began 
with lamps as our first products. 

They began by joining trade fairs, some- 
thing Sheldon leamed from his work with 
Shelmed. Over the past three years, their 
product line has expanded to include table- 


AHOUSE builtin the 70sis used to 
showcase the couple's creations, 


‘SHELDON Villanueva and Kristine Dee, 
partners in life and business. 


top accessories, furniture, and even rugs 
"They have been a part of several trade fairs 
and exhibits, and have exported their prod- 
ucts to the US, Europe, Australia and Japan. 
Although their designs are modem—Shel- 
доп on the streamlined side, and Kristine's 
free-flowing and organic—they use the 
same materials the Villanueva family has 
been using for decades: abaca, from the 
roughest to the finest weave. 

“There are many communities with high- 
ly skilled workers in Bicol, which our family 
has been training and working with for 
decades, Apart from appreciating the work- 
manship, Kristine and I would like to contin- 
ue supporting these communities by provid- 
ing them with opportunities to grow.” 

"heir businesses abroad have shown 
how much the modern-Filipiniana prod- 
ucts are appreciated globally. Trade shows 
have revealed, too, that the local market is 
ready for these designs. “These types and 
styles of furniture and accessories are bet- 
ter suited for our climate, and with our 
modern designs, we can see Filipinos take 
pleasure in going back to ‘our very отт," 
Kristine says. 

Because of this, they have opened Duo 
Living, what they would like to сай a ‘show 
home--a shop at home concept. They had 
renovated a house built in the "70s and used 
this to showcase their products in a setting 
ihat would make clients appreciate how 
these could complement today's home. 

The two teamed up with interior design- 
er Andrew Peralta Galutera, whom their 
clients can consult with for their interior 
and space requirements. 

They serve their Filipino clients, on top 
of producing for international buyers. This 


: takes Sheldon, who is in charge of produc- 


tion and supervision, for Duo Design and 
Shelmed, to Bicol for one to two weeks at a 
time, "Ies nevera chore. We have found the 
business that allows us to maximize our 
creativity, and the venue to promote our lo- 
cal craftsmanship, It also feels good to be 
able to help ће communities of extremely 
talented and hardworking Bicolanos, who 
would otherwise have limited sources ofin- 
come,” they add. (Duo Living is located at 
840 Balagtas SL, Mandaluyong City Tel. 
718-0038.) 
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HE MAY HAVE SPENT HIS FORMATIVE 
years in the sleep-inducing economic re- 
Search department, but Amando Tetangco Jr. 
apparently has imbibed a few important polit- 
ical lessons along the way worthy of his ka- 
balen, Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo. 

Та his first ever New Year cocktail recep- 
tion Tuesday as Bangko Sentral governor, 
not only did Tetangco invite bank chairmen 
and presidents but also church and opposi- 
tion leaders led by Sen. Edgardo Angara 
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sume the presidential legal counsel position 
vacated by Merceditas Gutierrez who is now 


corporate secretary Pamela Bengzon leads 
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RESIGNED Finance Secretary Cesar Purisima 
and a few foreign partners are setting up a 
BPO business in ће country. 

(Email: cocktales_pdi@pldtdsLnet or cock- 
tales_pdi@yahoo.com) 
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(wearing his Senate bank and financial in- 
stitutions committee chair hat), Manila 
Archbishop Gaudencio Rosales, Ateneo 
president Bienvenido Nebres, and NGO 
types led by former Revenue Commissioner. 
Rene Bañez. 

Even taipan George Ty dropped by, and, to 
the surprise of industry watchers, Jaime Au- 
gusto Zobel de Ayala not only attended but 
even lingered on, exchanging pleasantries 
with, hmmm, Equitable PCIBank chair Ferdi- 
nand Martin Romualdez. 

Banker S. Cuttle Butt claims that Ro- 
mualdez wanted to know from the Zobel heir 
how Ayala Corp., many moons ago, reduced 
the number of board seats, thus preventing 
‘SM-Banco de Oro taipan Henry Sy Sr. from 


the Ombudsman. 
Teehankee is natu- 
rally protesting, but 
if he accepts, then | 4 
former Ambassador 
to UK and Trade Sec- 
retary Cesar Bautista 
is tipped to succeed 
him as the Philip- 
pines permanent 
representative to the 
World Trade Organi- 
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Jan. 9, 2006. 


‘Singapore manufacturer wants to expand into Philippines. 
Ifyou are in food distribution, register your interest to meet 


from Jan 23-27 with Mr. Bob Pineda 
| Tel 63 2 9114600, HP 0926 9460838, Email: info@freshinpack.com. 
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joining the Castilaloy circles 
sary creative tension between the monetary and 
fiscal authorities, Finance Secretary Gary Teves 
seemed to have enjoyed the evening, as well as 
billo and new BIR chief Jose Buñag. i 
(Just to show you what kind of daily strain. к: denne 9 
а government executive is subjected to, (ез, 
aE | HP PROLIANT SERVERS 
sio Alcantara. But we are digressing.) 1 s 
‘True to the song, "Kahit Марші na ang f. 
ъа 1 NOW SERVING LOVE 
tempest, Escobillo declined togetdrawnino Ё ۰ 
answering media snipings from anonymous | 
Going back to the hosts themselves, the 
Bangko Sentral seemed to have picked up a Get these selected HP ProLiant Server Bundles ^ 
few sensitivity tips along the way, setting up from January 20 to February 28, 2006 
now SEC Chair Fe Barin, and a number of and bring home an iPOD shuffle, or dinner for two. 
tents, to protect from the evening mist—the 
affair was held at the open-air Fort San Anto- 
nor Armando Suratos and University of the 
East president Panfilo O. Domingo. 
Flanked by former governors Jose Cuisia Jr. 
to his immediate predecessors, Gabriel 
Singson and Rafael Buenaventura, who were 
both in the United States, one on an unstruc- 
After a number of speeches, which hardly 
anyone listened to, the bankers and the rest of 
the suits were falling all over themselves try- 
gol. 
"To the lucky few who shall manage to get 
him to the fairway, here's a tip on how to beat 
Singson, in his time, loses his swing whenever 
the currency is under attack; Tetangco could 
пог suppress a tick whenever pressed about 


Seriously speaking now, despite the neces- 

new Insurance Commissioner Evangeline Esco- 

Buñag later on motored to Forbes for the late- 

Buhok Ko,” which she hummed before indus- 

industry players. Ч А 
chairs for the likes of retired central bankers, 

nio Abad—the exposed tops of Deputy Gover- hens 
and Jaime Laya, Tetangco even offered a toast. 

tured holiday, the other on a medical holiday. 

ing to invite the guv for a weekend round of 

the top central banker in the royal sport: 

the Arrovo bills. 


Gelled to the market 

A LITTLE-KNOWN cosmetics company in 
Quezon City Eves Cosmetics House, has 
stumbled into а quiet money-maker with its 
formulation of the country’s first black gel, 
Neo for Men. 

Despite the absence of any advertising, 
gray-haired men who dislike dyeing their hair 
have been snapping up the age-defying mask 
so quickly that the Landmark department 
store almost always runs out of stock. (Tip: 
"Try SM Makati or Mercury in Glorietta.) 

Another maker of a more edible cream, 
Arce, is building a new plant in Pampanga 
solely to fill ever-increasing export demand 
from overseas Pinoys for the distinctly Fil- 
ipino ice cream. 

‘To comply with tough US food and drug 
rules, Arce uses powdered coconut milk, in- 
stead of its trademark carabao milk, to churn 
a similar, yet richer-tasting ice cream. 

According to the grapevine, export sales 
now account for more than half of the Arce 
business. 
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Money-go-round 

‘© DESPITE being less than a year in Geneva, 
Ambassador Manuel Antonio Teehankee is 
being asked to return to Malacafiang and as- 


PNB seen 
posting profit 


By Doris C. Dumlao 
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‘THE PHILIPPINE NATIONAL BANK IS SEEN 
posting a profit for the fourth straight year. 

PNB president Omar Mier said yesterday 
that he expected the bank to surpass its net 
profit target last year of P600 million by 15 
percent despite more stringent accounting 
rules, 

PNB, once the country’s biggest bank, now 
ranks sixth with total assets of about P219 bil- 
lion. 

From January to September 2005, PNB 
posted a net income of P454 million, overtak- 
ing its P315 million full-year income for 
2004. 

During the same period, the banks non- 
performing loan ratio went down to 29.2 per- 
cent from 39 percent at the end of 2004, 

"The bankis majority owned by tobacco and 
beer magnate Lucio Tan, 
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Sarver + 2 bord бда fot lou 72G + | DAT USB юре dove. 


1-800-1441-6688 
ог (632) 867-3557 
ph.contact@hp.com 
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NATIONAL FOOD AUTHORITY 


Quezon City 


® 


ANNOUNCEMENT OF BIDDING 


In consonance with Republic Act 9184, the National Food Authority (NFA) wishes 
10 announce hal wil be conducting an ocean freight bidding (OFB) on February 
(08,2006 at 10:00 AM atihe FOOD DEVELOPMENT CENTER BLDG., FTI Complex, 
Taguig. Meiro Mania among interested Vessel OwnerslOperators to vansporlery 
max 409,000 MT (in bags of 50 kg) rice Imports of China, Vietnam, Thailand, 
Pakistan, Australia andlor US origin with an appropriated budget irom NFA'S 
corporate resources of FIVE HUNDRED THIRTY MILLION PESOS (Php 530 М). 
еа, as follows 
COMMODITYISPECS 
200.000 MT, номи Fried 
welled, Long Grains Whte Rice 
25% BANS 
50.000 MT, Nor ron Fodihed 
Wate, Long Grains We Rie 
15% вв 
50.000 MT, ron Foted 
Wetted, Long Grans White Re 
28% BKNS 
Philippine shipping companies shall be registered under Philippine Laws and 
accredited by Маніте Industry Authority (MARINA), 
Foreign shipping companies must be represented by а lacal shipping operator 
owner registered under Philippine Laws and accredited by Mariime Industry 
Authority (MARINA) 
Minimum сай is 3,000 MT and maximum load ol vessel to be ийге shal be 
15,000 MT. For USA, Australia andlor Pakistan origin, а maximum ol 60,000 MT 
cach origin wil be awarded. 
Minimum oller shall be 15000 MT. 
Alinterestedoflerors are required tosubmittidofersin US Dolars per gross metic 
{on Free in and Out stowed and Trimmed (FIOST), basis, one loading роп, one (1) 
io wo @) sale berths and one discharging port, one (1) lo two (2) sale berths, as 
speci in tha NFA Ocean Freight Bid Terms. 
Likewise. al interested ollerors are required to post а bid bond equivalent lo 2 
of the highest value ofthe oltered right in the form o Cashier's andlor Managers 
‘Check issued b a reputable bank in Metro Manda or an irevocabile stand-by UC 
assued by a repuable commercial bank. 
Winng Bidders are required o submit a performance bond equivalent t 5% ol the 
‘valve ofthe awarded freight oller within tree (3) banking days aller receipt ol he 
Notice of Award ın the form of Cashier's andlor Managers Check issued by а 
reputable bank п Metro Manila. 
List of Ekgiblity Requirements and Instruction to Bidders may be secured thru MR. 
TOMAS A. ESCAREZ, Assistant Department Manager and MR. NESTOR U. 
PUANGCO, Division Manager, Department for Marketing Operations, FF. NFA 
майтуаз Bldg, 101 E. Rodriguez Sr. Ave., Quezon City, Telephone Nos. 712 
1564, 79-86-96 or 712.3341 Loc. 519 tring January 13,2006. 
The Terms ol ference (TOR) detailing the condilons ol he bid and Oller Sheets 
wil ikenise be avaiable staring January 13 up lo January 31, 2006 (800 AM 
5:00 PM) upon payment ol a Php 7,500.00 non elundable ee. 
The Ocean Freight Pre-Bidding conference wil be held on January 25, 2006, at 
2:00 PM at he FOOD DEVELOPMENT CENTER, ЕП Complex, Taguig, Meiro 
Mania. 
Submission о ерду requirements, technical proposal and price oflers wil be 
between 6:00 AM to 9:55 AM al the FOOD DEVELOPMENT CENTER, FTI 
Complex, Taguig. Metro Mania on February 08, 2006. Opening of bids wl start 
at erally 10:00 AM. 
The National Food Authority reserves the right lo reject any or al bid proposals, 1o 
waive any required formally or delect herein and may accep he bids which is 
deemed mosi advantageous othe Agency. 
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SMC set to issue $500M in bonds 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


FOOD AND BEVERAGE GIANT San Miguel 
Corp. plans to offer as much as $500 million 
in global bonds over the next few days, taking 
advantage of the favorable climate for Philip- 
pine debt issuers. 

Banking sources said SMC had solicited 
proposals from investment banks on the 
planned offering, with foreign banks CS First 
Boston, HSBC and Deutsche Bank expected to 
bag the underwriting deal. 

‘The blue chip company is expected to use 
the proceeds from the bond offering to refi- 
nance existing debt and bankroll expansion 
projects, sources said. 


SMCaimsto be a major regional player and 
has started expanding its operations abroad. 

One foreign investment banker said it was 
a very good time for the private sector to test. 
the offshore market. 

‘The strong investor appetite for the Philip 
pine governments $2.1-billion offering last 
week had likewise perked up demand for sub- 
investment grade corporate paper. 

Investors swamped the Republic of the 
Philippines offer of $1.5 billion in US dollar-de- 
nominated bonds and 500 million in euro-de- 
nominated bonds with $9.5 billion in tenders. 

It was the first new international bond deal 
out of Asia this year. 

"The stars are aligned," the banker said. 


WESM to start 
operations 


By Clarissa S. Batino 


THE COUNTRY'S WHOLESALE ELECTRICITY 
spot market or WESM is now set to start com- 
mercial operations. 

WESM, which is expected to help reduce 
the cost of power in the country, will start 
with a volume of 10,000 megawatts of supply 


“The issuance is slated as soon as possible,” "There's progress on the (domestic) fiscal 
front and both local and international (posi- 


one banking source said. 


© 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
‘The Commission on Audi through its Bids and Awards Commitee (BAC), 

invites contractors registered with and cassiied by the Philipine Construct 

Accreditation Board (РСАВ) lo apply or кау andi found еке, to bid fr 

the hereunder contract: 

Name of Contract 


Reublico tbe Dodippines. 
COMMISSION ON AUDIT 
Conontzcalti Avene, Guzon Esty, Фрі 


‘Construction of Thee (3) Storey 
СОА Dormitory 

СОА Compound, Commonweal 

P 69.598.790.45 

210 Calendar Days 

Prospective bidders should possess a хава PCAB License Category Large " 

applicable to the contract, have completed a similar contact wih ће value of at 
least 0% ol he ABC, and have key personnel and equipment (ited in he Eighty 
forms) available lor the prosecution of the contract. The BAC wil use non 

discretionary passffail стела in the Eligibility Check/Screening as weli as the 
Preliminary Examination of Bids. The BAC wil conduct post-qualication ol the 
lowest calculated bi. 

Al particulars relative to Eñgbility Statement and Screening, Bid Securily 
Performance Securty. Pre biddng Conference, Eraluaton of Bids, Post-qualiicabon 
‘and Award of Contaci shal be governed by ihe pertinent provisions of R.A. 9184 
апа is Implementing Rules and Regulations (IRA). 

The schedule of BAC actives is as lolous: 

Schedule BAC Activities 

January 31,2008 Receipt of Lets of Intent and Issuance 
ol Egby Forms 

Еру Screening @ 10:00 AM. 

issuance of Bid Documents 

February 16, 2006 - Pre-Bid Conference @ 2:00 PM. 

February 28,2008 - Receipt and Opening of Bids @ 10:00 AM. 

Prospective Bidders shall submit the Exgilty Requirements to be BAC Olice, 
Room 102, Ground Floor, Former SAADO Вю. COA Complex, Commonwealth 
‘Avenue, Quezon City. They may also obtain the results of е ФОН) Check by 
the ВАС al the same address. 

The ВАС wil issue Bidding Documents only lo Bidders declared by the BAC to 
be eligible lor Ihe bidding upon payment of a non-elundable amount ol Twenty 
‘Thousand Pesos (P20,000) to the Commission on Audi Treasury 

The Commission on Audi assumes no responsiblity whatsoever to compensate 
or indemnity bidders lor any expenses incurred inthe preparation ol net bis. 

(598) AsCom. ARCADIO B. CUENCO, JR. 
Charman 
Bids and Awards and Commitee 


Location 
err Bl ore Cota вс 
цас Duiston 


February 3, 2006 
February 6, 2006 


pos- Janean 2.2008 


and 5,000 megawatts of demand, according 
to the Philippine Electricity Market Corp., the 
company that will operate the WESM. 

As there are more sellers than buyers at the 
start of WESM's operations, the price of elec- 
tricity that will be bought from the spot market 
‘would likely be lower than the current rate. 

Energy Secretary Raphael Lotilla said the 
electricity market could start commercial op- 
erations this month, as soon as the pricing 
mechanism to be used was approved by the 
Energy Regulatory Commission. 

“Once WESM is in place, we are on our way 
to empowering consumers by giving them the 
chance to choose their electricity supplier” 
said Lotilla, 


tive) factors are 
aligning.” 

The banker noted 
that JG Summit Hold- 
ings recent global of- 
fering was raised to 
$300 million from 
$200 milion afer 
drawing some $1.5 
billion in demand. 

The seven-year 
bonds carried an in- 
terest of 8.25 percent. 


PRIVATIZATION AND MANAGEMENT OFFICE 
INVITATION TO BID 


through public bidding, as one whole lot and 

where-is" basis, are the buildings, machinery 
and equipment formerly belonging to Unisol Industries and 
Manufacturing Corporation (UNISOL), located at Barrio 
Makiling, Calamba, Laguna, for a total Floor Price of 
P10,431,670.00. 


Interested parties may request for the duly authenticated 
copies of the bidding documents for a nominal fee of 
PhP500.00 from the Marketing Department, Sth Floor, PMO 
Building, 104 Gamboa Street, Legaspi Village, Makati City. 
The deadiine for interested parties to avail of the bid 
documents shall be on 31 January 2006, 5:00 p.m. 

All offers shall be received, opened and tabulated in the 
presence of other bidders on 7 February 2006, at 3:00 p.m. 
at the PMO Conference Room, 6th Floor, 104 Gamboa 
Street, Legaspi Village, Makati City. 

For more information, please call Mr. John DF. Baldemor of 
the PMO Marketing Department at 817-6331 / 817-8762. 


(Por-samuary 20,218 2.2006) 
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TANA MANAGEMENT LLC and SEAWORLD MARINE SERVICES, INC. 


A Strong Partnership in Creating Jobs for Filipino Seafarers 


‘Ata time when the economic woes of the Philippines seem to be би 
from over and jobs are scarce, the entry of Quintana Management 1 

in the Philippine ship manning market through its local manning agent, 
Seaworld Marine Services, Inc. is a boon to the labor economy 


QUINTANA was founded in January 2005, by affiliates of Corbin } 
Robertson, Je. First Reserve Corporation and American Metals and Coal 
International, registered in the Marshall Islands and ope 
‘Athens, Greece. QUINTANA provides dry bulk marine transportation 
services world-wide, То date, it owns and operates а fleet of 2 
CAPESIZE and 8 PANAMAX SIZE bulk carriers, putting Quintana 
amongst the largest dry-bulk fleets in the industry with a toul 
carrying capacity of 916,072 dw, since it commenced operations in April 

2005, 


ied from 


SEAN'ORLD was founded by Capt. Romme! T. Gacutan in April 2005. 1 
“acquired its manning license in June 2005. The mission of SEAWORLD 
Яв to help in the generation of employment opportunities for Filipino 
‘seafarers, thereby uplifting the quality of their life and their families and 
‘contributing to the economic growth of the Filipino nation. To dare, it has 
already deployed over 200 seafarers on board 10 ships in a short span of 6 
months on a full crew basis. With the plan of its principal, QUINTANA. 
to double its fect in 2006, SEAWORLD can offer more job 
opportunities to the Filipino seafarers at the most competitive 
‘compensation package in the bulk industry. 


A QUINTANA and 
4 SEAWORLD formally 
unched their 
partnership last 
December 9, 2005 
through а Seafarers! 
Conference held at the 
Makati Shangri-la 
lod No less than 

the CEO of Quinta 


QUINTANA в SEAWORLD OFFICERS WITH GUESTS, PMA. 
rendent Rea Amal Реа Dinora B на, CAROLINA DE LEON of 
К=з 


A TOAST FOR LONG TERM PARTNERSHIP. (rom ел) Сар. Ron Gastar Mr George Tatar, 
NR Tus, tr Sonate Para, be hos Ралан & Сад Meee ose 

Mir. Stamatis Molaris flew to Manila to lead the momentous event. He was 
accompanied by other officers of Quintana namely Mr. Nikos 
Franzeskakis, Chief Commercial Operations Officers; Capt. Michael 
Koutsouridis, Operations Manager; Mr. George 
Manager; and Mr. Alex Tsitsonis, Crewing Officer. 
conference was Building Mutually B inerships. Rear Admiral 
Fidel Dinoso, President of PMMA graced the event and delivered a 
speech on “The Role of the PMMA in Developing Quality Merchant 


Officers”. Mr 
Carolina de Leon, Chief о 
the Seabased Employment 
Accreditation 
Processing Center of 
PORA also attended and 
talked about the "Role of 
РОКА in the Ship Manning * 
1 


Tartarakis, Quality 
The theme of the 
ficial 


Marine 


seafarers” in the bulk sector by offering not only competitive salary and 
benefit package, but also a bankable career. 


pi Rommel Gacutan, President and COO of SEAWORLD 
presented the mission and vision of his company, as well as che specilic 
programs to address the needs of his principal and seafarers, such as 
assured rotation plan, performance feedback facilitation as a basis for 
competency and carcer development, efficient document management 
and on time pay our of allotments. 


The coming out of QUINTANA and SEAWORLD in the manning 
industry culminated in their Gest corporate Christmas Party on 
December 10 atthe Palm Seafood Restaurant at The Fort. The affair was 
made more memorable by the awarding of the 1509001:2000 
Certificate to SPAWORLD by Mr Renato Navarete, Managing Director 
of Certification International Philippines (СІР). QUINTANA and 
SEAWORLD officers and staff, the seafarers and officers wives laughed 
their hearts out with Joy Viado and danced the night away with a live 
d. Teas certainly a beautiful night to remember. 


Qui & Seaworld: 
Quality-Driven 
Companies 


QUINTANA became а 
publicly listed company on 
July 14, 2005 at the New 
York Stock Exchange. The 
Companys competitive 
strength lies in its high 
quality and young fleet, its 
focus on larger dry bulk 
vessels, increased flexibility 
through the use of sister 
ships, low cost operations 
through internal 


{AWARDING OF 150 9001:2000 to SEAWORLD 
Present, Copt Rommel T. Gacutan by MR. RENATO 
TaVARETÉ Managing Director of Certification 
тараз (СР, Crome} George 
aras CI Horageg геог Hr Rate Navarete, М, 
Жо sro, Са. болтн басу, M. Mas 
Frennesase, He Stamm Mots and Сад. Bel 


management of its vessels, stable cash flow from reputable charterers 
s nit team. Ив high regard for excellence is 
nance programs, safety and environmental 
ied seafarers. 

SEAWORLD any, but its drive to excellence is manifested 
passing its 1809001:2000 certification audit, with zero non- 
ity. SEAWORLD vows to deliver value w its principals and 
providing only competent ship officers and. 
J efficient navigation and operation of their 
з 1o distinguish itself in the industry as a 
grity in ай its dealings, driven by excellence. 

fur the dignity of the Filipino seafarers. 


QUINTANA and SRAWORLD are 
committed in leading their respective 
organizations towards business leadership 
propelled by competent and committed 
Filipino seafarers. 
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Lenovo recommends Windows® XP Professional. 
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THE NEW E SERIES FOR SMALL BUSINESS. 
REAL THINKCENTRE. UNREAL PRICE. 


INTRODUCING THE NEW THINKCENTRE E SERIES. Look to the new ThinkCentre E Series desktop to give you an unheard-of 
combination of power, innovations, options, and support. With standard features like an Intel® Pentium? 4 Processor (on select models) the 
ThinkCentre E Series comes with one-button Rescue and Recovery™ that lets you recover from system crashes even when the computer won't 
boot up. The ThinkCentre E Series desktops are now products of Lenovo, а new global company uniting Lenovo and the former IBM PC Division 
under the Lenovo name. ThinkCentre service and support continues to be available from ІВМ in many countries. Find out more at lenove.com/pht 
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ЕБ F You can also buy your copy of the 
Domestic sales form the bulk of Nestlé’s Ic ipti i ou can also со 
cal coffe business, which has been growing We accept subscription services PHILIPPINE 5 A IN UT 
between percent and S percent yearly ia Angeles Pampanga 1 AILY INQI 
NPI is pushing local farmers to grow coffe е il П “ 
ina sustainable way by providing them infor- їп the following outlets: 
mation on organie farming techniques, as 
well as access to coffee seedlings from the 
Nestle Development Farm in Tagum, Davao JOHNNY'S SUPERMARKET MR J] SUPERMARKET 


del Norte, Nandkishore said. | BALIBAGO FIELDS AVE., BALIBAGO 
He added coffee cultivation should be en- 


couraged, considering the local climate was : 

{deal for this. JOHNNY'S SUPERMARKET K2 DRUG 

"The country has the potential to overtake CES MESAR ние 
Vietnam's lead in coffee development in the IN FRONT OF AUF ANGELES 
region, and even become one of the major ex- MEMRA DRUG 

porters in the world, he said. RIZAL CORNER BURGOS ST. MIX BAR 


Nestlé product lines include milk, infant ANGELES PAMPANGA, ANGELES 
nutrition, infant food, beverages, non-dairy 3 


creamer, food, ice cream and chilled dairy, 
breakfast cereals, confectionery and pet care. à GNG PHARMACY CCN CALTEX 
The firm also owns established brands such E RIZAL CORNER BURGOS ST., CUTCUT ANGELES 
as Nescafe, Nido, Milo, Nestea, Maggi, Bear л ANGELES: 


Brand, Nestlé and Alpo. Call ars йс 
4 a 
Share ... «es (045) 8610237 / 0920 9145427 


and 2,125.45. Volume was 1.97 billion shares or visit our Distribution Office at: 
worth P751.5 million ($14.22 million). " 3i 
The broader all-shares index fell 2.91 GQY Distributors inc. 
points to 996.85. Losers beat gainers 47 to 27, Dolores Homesite Extension, 
with 57 stocks unchanged. The peso was at Dolores, San Fernando, Pampanga 
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down P2.50 at P62. Top-traded Banco de Oro 
ended steady at P36. Philippine Long Dis- m асы » 
tance Telephone fell P5 to P1,800 while Globe. 


Telecom retreated P5 to P725. x INQUIRER | R zs 
San Miguel A shares were down 50 cen- мац Ry es; The Power of Knowing 
tavos at P63.50, while San Miguel B shares SALA VATERS FEM TIN P- 
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We wili deliver your daily copy right at your doorstep. 


5 

в 
‘CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING DIVISION 
Main Ofte: PASONG TAMO, MAKATI CITY 


уыз oreo 


Fora TA 
Snow: 


RAI eris 


T 
I CMM 


БОЛ 


ПУД) 
Gir Атин Buse, MAKATI AVEN 


тилин 


ЫС, AURORA BLVD. QUEZON CITY, 


ЧП 
m 
БЕ 


peo 


БИр ү“ 


ҮП 


# жїн 


™ PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


NAR 


FOTN AI 


CLASSIFIEDS 


The Widest Reaching 


534-992 * 531-0390 ° 439-6728 * 534-8350 * 5314-1384" 
; (0947) 85-7681 * (0920) 950-4626 * (920) 911-0002 
fagBGHastglon руду RSGHOME * Tol Free: 40-10-RSGHOME * wrwgueventcom | 


PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICES. 


САВМА CLINIC 
VD SPECIALIST 


GONORRHEA WARTS 


mius srà ens 


MORANAS ERECTION 
PROBLEMS 
NFERTLTYIMPOTENCE 
MOLECYSTSOARREVOVAL 
YELOIDPAP SMEAR 
comm ABORETORE 
Gama Big No 8 Purdue St, 
Cubao, QC. 
lores alti MOI 1o SAT. 


TEL NOS 4997706 / 100474 
aam 


RAPID Tx VD-STD 
E SWEAT PIMPLES KELOIO 
“ALLERGY WARTS SKIN PEEL 
15 Annapois Greenhils 
Cal 7276124 -25 9иътрт 


VDSTD CLINIC COMP LAB 


Тїї Manco Bldg 
217ê P.Tano KI Chy 


PTT House Pool Plan 
PET Land Survey 41. 
INTERNET CAFE / LAN | PC 
SETUP MANTAN - REPAR 
SALES + 0921-7246557 


T WeNTORSPLUS 9919767 
—— 


PENTAGON PSYCHIC 
т, LOVE PROBLEM SOLVER 
DG SH ASTRAL SOUL READS 
ALLRINDS OF PERSONAL 

1 GONFDENTAL CASES, UFO 

[rur 


773-0999:0914-7085816* 
nUEUETL 


илазтон AGENCY 07200 


“731-6833LIPAT 


BAHAY элем «иво 
LIPAT BAHAY 8990215 


SPIQ0OITRIP 742-14-57 


Loyola Hots Tunise LAIT 
о 58а FF OTH 


PAMELA век тїз? 
OD 


TAGAYTAY NEW HOUSE Pasu 
NEAR MCDO ROTONDA 2266, 
un TEL ISTITUTO 


Bot inspired menies 23 88. 
5 Disc Cash 10mins lo M. 
Airport Viewing 
d 


Rush РЫМ or Best er 
Hobart QC mew UP LATUS 
FAISS 189278 with maids m 
wan TAB well maintained with 
төш Сы ssl 1 
555071602982 

здуєянооо ToMONES 2 
ARANETA VILAGE MALABON 
ERED 


14M C5 Nr The Fort 
їймө. or 3. No b or 
ON DIP. LIPAT AGAD 249A 
OOD 


MAKATI CONDO 
PENTI SALE: MANY CHOKES 
READY FOR OCCUPANCY 
942-0897 / 887-5318. 
wuw.condo.com.ph 
‘The Condo Specialist 


VISTA DE LAGO 
MAR ше d RIS 
Global Ch 15min. lo Ayala 
YO ремадан N 
0920-6348545 


imam МА ШР. PON 
2 YRS owt. той 


BAY GARDENS roxas biva. 
TIeBRS nr. SH Man ot Asia. 
09209602940 


TET 
3 V2 TO Fir 2PKG Upgraded 
Fay Fum өтт 


Var. CondosfThsesiLots 
Wee eqni - дою S348610 


Zuty Toe т Sta Loela Malt 
Marcos Hway PLASM кые / 
Bank Financing 425-1508 1509 

"66065 Ос s опу 


PALM GROVE CONDO 
‘Sins 1o МКТ. NAIA а SM 
Bidam 120208 | 34288 
105 OP Move-in, 90%% Вә yrs 

тюз + 0917-8579020 


Mayon Plaza Cal 604-1212 


2sty Thee or Mindanao Ave & 
$н cny Passo | PLAS 
Ines Bank Расу 4264065; 
лили Ок тз олу 


"TEACHERS VILL“ 
‘anew tne 18 Marabagh St 
мур 19132701 09189050365 


PALATIW PASIG 407m? 
реш IDEAL 4 COMMERCIAL 
NR PASIG MABKET42X90 


‘SLANG на тута! ALONG зиз 
ARTUR ви TOES 


GRANO VILLAS Top Row 

eu back ATENEO LOTS 

ме & os able 4255650 
азлар 0918821235 


REAL ESTATE 
FOR RENT 


Сопиев Spaces tor iesse 
[uer 


Asian Mansion 1501o 
‘val Fab 28 09184204333 


180 шап St. Ayala Alabang 
ай (TB wipoo for PEST semi 
aot oszoszaiaon 21000 1 
1723907 | 9254566 


PASAY EDSA 1208 318573 


3908 SEALS Р. Binay St 
We) Зуп + 7527652 


CUBAO шо 88 Par эт 


ase WWW POOL жиз 


12308 Unit 4 Rent ar M Chy 
Wal e сш 899-0612 


0927-s6s0243/0928-7132567, 
ROOM & BOARD 


MARNSH PASAY BETES 

мв пе Arla РП шу OPP 

OFFICE SPACE 
FOR RENT 


MALATE MLA 526-3048 


REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE OR RENT 


‘SALE OR LEASE 
Reson Condo пк 30 
min So Alabang 09184208339 


TRANSPORTATION 
FOR SALE 


REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE 


HOUSE & LOT 


Lots, H&L C5 nr Fort 
узш V eke т ае 
lis DP or eto le OF 
fiia Fe Aya ONES 


NEAR SHAW BLVD 


Bose Theerdsteyrabus-tto 
mats 20903 870088061 


MARIINA Braw 49h STAB 
aun РЗ2М 9487112 
‘Ma gee Thee HAL Wo DP 
257-551 то 0927-2805153 


Pag Guest. a 20D 
PNT ю тше UD 


ARCADIA 960 SOM 
guam + бп» 


лиз пе KS NEW PiSu OF 
n 921025679967-09178865431 


ar допао 4 


—1 


LA VISTA Mansion type 

РУМ pat SWAP ef sall ОС 

pepeuh Call 4265650 + 
ie tem 09194012225 


Near Ateneo 400 & 60007 7800 
im Bolen 645-3791 


es Pampanga indi Land 
зна Оте Fe Bainiawsk 
Dy. 5203009 
Tao vw акле 09180204223 
ГГТ 
FARM FOR SALE 7,5000 P200 


һал. Neg. Calaca, Nr. Beach 
109209220534 


| soon or | 


Montage Pak 1624-1212 


0317-88 


Coma Low Roles даат 
үлүлү 
perm 


AKATAA RENT A CAR 
OS URVAN ESCAPADE, 
чан ts VOS 

csr EVEREST 
RENT A VAN 
Кен 
muc 
RO saver 


MLA: SEO «008 
[por + 420-4084 


Kotse мо ви ко «sinis 


1% Easy Car Losa 128 
Ta wout taking car 318577 
Ta wout taking cu тит 
155 Easy Си Loan тате 
15s easy cann 701938255 
15s wo taking Cu BES 
Lats wong Car э: 
15% валин си жыз 
FIIIT 


2% woTaking Car 8959454 


GENERAL 
ITEMS FOR SALE 


NARRA TABLES CHAIRS 
1213 M. ADRIATICO ER- 
MITA 5211910 


YAMAHA GRAND в UPRIGHT 
PIANOS © TERMS -17213124 


RESTAURANT EQUIPMENT 
1313 M. ADRIATICO ERMITA 
БЕЛ 


DOG TRAINER 0919-7219020 


Era 


A NAME YOU CAN TRUSTI 
MANAA WATCH EXCHANGE 


BUY SELL PAWN 
ROLEX+OTHERS 


OTHER SWISS WATCHES 
DIAMONDS | JEWELRY 
'WAPPRASAUFAST CASH 
REPARIPOLSH ANY WATCH 
теве 0484. 834-2886 


Buying Rolex 
чаа of any e Ss ach 
Tas Cun Cal OTST IOS. 


“PROFESSIONAL & CREDIBLE 
‘We BUY USED 


SWISS WATCHES 


ported 


SWISS WATCH LOANS 
LOW SN INTEREST 
AGENCIA DE MASAN мызи 


WE BUY AT HIGH PRICE 


ROLEX 
5646593 5897041 
5892742 0917-8473744 


Classifieds 


New Units 
For Sale 


INSPECT 


FRIDAY, JANUARY 20, 2006 


RATES 
P75 per line 
(pres exe) 


DEADLINES 
for reservations / cancellations / corrections 
Mondays to Saturdays Sundays 
12:00 noon 12:00 noon 

Day before publication every Thursday 


Starting at 


P245 per column centimeter 


PhP3.24M +Vat 


EPOCH PROPERTIES INC. with TIERRA INTERNATIONAL CONSTRUCTION CORPORATION 


* Enjoy the luxury of living 
in the heart of Quezon City 
in brand new 3 & 4 
bedroom units. 
110-210 Sqm 


т CARMEL 2 
SUBOMISION,] 


Ё 


70% 


ALREADY 


90 Banlat Road 
Tandang Sora 
Quezon City 


NI 


(just follow the signs of MINDANAO AVE) 


www.jubileevillas.com.ph 
Tel: 8921961 / 8922003 1 4541862 


HOME GUARANTY CORPORATION 
NOTICE OF SALE 


ean be опе! Ба he twig proper ol he Home Guaranty Corporaton ге veng oferea or sae- 


PROPERTY LOCATION me T 


тооп | 
ме | 


tor 
AREA 


SEUNGPNCE| REARS 


CONSOLIDATED TCTs 

cave 

81012 Jasmine ох Daisy Эз Vaga Pat Scd. Langa, Dasmaniies 
Эг L55 Rosai S- Vago Past Sub Largan. Озата 

809139. Joseph St. Capeses Resotwio P. 2.Langtzan Dasmariñas 
BIO IS Desrentas Are, Caytomos Resorts P 2 Langan. Dasranfen 
BI8 L11 Saver Э. Remesas Уба Sund. Salan 2, asmana 

BF os 19821 Mans Orve, Сауголез Bard. Ви Dass 

FBZS L77 2ле S. Goldene 522. gy Sebang. Dasmantes 

ILS Teams Goldene Subs Brgy. Sabang. Desmenfas 


СЕТ 


206000 
17508000, 
388300 
ЕЗ 
ETT 
КЕТ 
17380000 
27000 


Wer legal occupant 
Barocas 
[un 


ГЕТТО 


жа 
L32 Aey 25 Керо Vaage Brgy Baguntong Сват CY 
Un 41-E ot Ncano Reyes SL. Vassey HRs Brgy. оов. Ovazon Cy 
B-8 L12 Ауа. Кеа Vile, Brgy Bagurbong Caloocan Cay 
12 Gety S. cx Маз SL. Flees: Homes I Brgy Saison Нн. Quezon Ciy 
47122 Mey 35 Via шна. Brgy Baportong Caloocan Cay 
S Baraua S. Bey Partem, Уза Cty 
Caps 8. cor Casadcnes 5. Vinea Homes, Palok: Quezon Ch 


E 
зоною 

ETT 
soot 

"28620000 
112200000 
4270200 


win egal осом 


wen ga occupant 
Win hea occupant 
Wen egal ослан 
Wem egal occupant 


FOR CONSOLIDATION OF TCTs 
САТЕ 

80302 Magnesium St. Goldene За. Sung Dass 

B14 L6 tang fang S Copones gne P^ 1 Langasn, Dasmastas 


420000 
35850000 


ма Mega орел. 


эви шип тиге па 


BUYING ROLEX 
SWISS WATCHES BEST PRICE 
7260687 * 0317-5884040 


PUBLIC 


Notice в hereby given tat me 
‘sta ot me ша MA. TERESA 
©. SANTIAGO as been oxra- 
edcaby tad among wer 
fes beo Moy Pc 
DANILO В. BAÑARES as per 
Doc. Nosias7. Page Noii 
Book No.2 Series of 2006. 

Роса 13, 20 & 27, 2008) 


m— 
са 


Tear M, MU) 


INVESTMENT. 


NEED жю TO ташыт 
EARN NOW! 3784912 


‘RETIRE 2YRS 09189051567 


POULTRY IN TERESA RIAL 
AMD FRUIT TREESPLANTS 
TEL 508228 / озм: 


1% Auto gasy susi 


1e Car Lending 686-0140 
United Tres Car Lom Сар. 


те CONSGN гэн: 


тешен цин иг EB 


LAGUNA. 

л & LS goto Rond, Acacia Parnas Ph 1, Saimin, Colt 
22018 Bangas S. Alonso Homes Ph 1, Brgy. Labas. Su Ross 
SALIS Tees S Pegesom Vaage Brgy Tagapo. S Rosa 


оле 
Л 
2eoey | 


жм 
= 
m 


0000 
30690000 
12518000. 


Win occupant 
Wivscopint 


FOR МОЛЕ PLEASE CALL HOME GUARANTY CORP. 

TES S697 3149 OA VST US AT OUR OFFICE ADDRESS. 

ATH FLOOR, ADE BLDG. 395 SEN ба PUYAT AVENUE, MAKATI CTY 
IE эзе 


SS URGENTLY NEEDED SS. 
DONESHC HELPER DRESSIAKER 
АЛСИН ТЕП OR CAL 
EA 
WANTED 
SALES LADY wig wet a SU 
Mars TOUCH ART мр SH За 
Ren Md 1 FACTORY BOT 
та mama - Six 


Cook Mae, пара ом. 
3 years experince in TALIAN 
Food, Hard-working, 
Cal's Bee 832-8108 


SALES MANAGER SELLNG 


PANE CONDO Wi SUBSIDY 
COMMSSION-09209511477 


PuARMACST ү) 122598 


BSMATH BSSTAT OR cOMSCI 
FOR MARKET DEVELOPMENT 
PASSION TO MEET PEOPLE 
DANE TO PERFORM CALL 
МОРА 801801 + EU 
FOR IMMEDIATE HIRING 
SECRETARY Fa2-25yr 0 
теде уза колер. 
SALES REP M7228 ya old 
p 
‘Beng resume & 10 реше 
Сай 361-9959 447-2833 
Оке Base i Moon] C 


NOVENA TO THE MOST 
SACRED HEART OF JESUS 
AND SADT JUDE 

May та mosi бале Heat ot 
esa ы pad, Беноа ved 
тазаа gatas mostoa PO 
wie word now элё оит 


p 
чон Sors Heat ol Jesas 
Papia 
"B doe, wotor ol micas, 
epo lr ba перо, pay o 


Say rino тез a dy bor ane 
dors Рата wie aero by 
те eger day thas revo fated 

rvs youve mc Mos Se 
сова нато otus and St J, 
‘riser panes 


career 
off the 
ground. 


108 


ww jobmarketonllae co 


(Sp) RAFAEL P. DELOS SANTOS 
teri Chao. Vce Present 
Proc Maraganoni uted Ri 
Dsposeon боф 


етиу — e^ 
SPRAOI 


Ta ih 


E 


Minas ins 
V soto. жит 


| 
| 


FRIDAY, JANUARY 20, 2006 


(CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING DIVISION 
INIRE, awa AVENUE HAKATI GRY en 
Кокуй toon sti due 


i Duss ritis 
BAS diee aln, азаб дыге comp 


Й 


КАТЕ 
P245 per column centimeter 
(utp d NAD 


DEADLINE 
for reservations / cancellations / corrections 
Monday to Sunday 

12:00 noon 

Day before publication 


4 


Honesto “Tichong” De Lara De Jesus 


Peacefilly joined his Creator. 
on January 16, 2006 at the age of 88. 


His loving wife Lilia Jara; children: Jose Carlos “Jacy”, 
‘Noemi Corazon “Baby” & Frumencio Nicolas “Nick” 
Lagustan and Soledad Emilia “Joji” & Ramoncito “Chito” 
‘Cruz; grandchildren: Jericho, Jason, Jerome. Angelo 
‘and Dominic: brothers and sister; relatives and friends 
request the pious readers to pray for the eternal repose 
of his soul. 


McKinley Road, Forbes Park, 
January 20, 2006 at 5: 


Interment shall be on Sunday, 
at the Heritage Park, Fort Bonifacio, Taguig City 


EN at 10:00 AM after the funeral Mass. 
9 


on the 16th Death Anniversary 


MERCEDES R. CUADRANTE 


who died in the Grace of our Lord 
оп January 20, 1990 


Masses will be offered at the following churches: 


‘Sanctuario de San Jose, Greenhills, San Juan, ММ. .........7:15 AM 

6:15 AM 

sme 6:00 AM 

7:00 AM 

6:00 PM. 

Her family, relatives and friends request the pious readers to say а 
prayer in her memory for the eternal repose of her soul. 


Mary The Queen, Greenhills, San Juan, MM. 


WE DESIGN 
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Message of Thanks 


His wife Virginia, children: Gov. Robert Lyndon, 
Rep. Robert Ace, PTA Gen. Mgr. Robert Dean and 
Mary Grace; daughters-in-law Tricia, Badette and Nana; 
son-in-law Lauro Baja III; parents Ret. Judge Felix and 
former Vice Gov. Regina; brothers and sisters, 
grandchildren, relatives and friends of the late 


Senator Robert Zabala Barbers 


wish to convey their heartfelt gratitude 
to all those who paid their last respects, 
offered Masses and prayers, sent flowers, 
messages of sympathy and Novena Masses, 
donated to his favorite charity - RZB Foundation Inc. 
and who in various ways gave comfort to the family. 


50 loved the 


Our Dearly Beloved MAMA 


* CORAZON HERNANDEZ DELOS SANTOS 


of Ligao City 


wm 
i 


Peacefully joined her Creator and her Beloved Husband, 
BRAULIO BAGAPORO DELOS SANTOS of Iriga City on January 18, 2006 
ut the age of 84. 


helieves in 


one 
Aim shall 
JOHN JEREMY, JANE, JILL & RAHUL, 


‘peti ‘CHRISTABEL & VON, great grandchildren, MATT-MATT, ¥ 
but have 


Mr. 

everlasting "The Concelebrated Mass of ihe Resurrection will be offered at 2:00 PM., Monday, 23 January 
fe” 2006 at the St. Stephen Parish Church, Ligao City 
ife. 


ly at the LIGAO CATHOLIC СЕМ! 
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Her remains lie in state at the NUESTRA SRA. DE SALVACION Funeral Chapel, 
Ligao City. 


Ber di ERY, City of LIGAO. 
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Manila Branch is open to serve your Classified Ads requirements, 


(PNGSC, MNSAJ (Re. 
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MANILA 
BRANCH 
ок TRINITY BLDG. 
ERMITA MANI 
TEL NO.: 527-13421572-4406 


Contaci Persons 
‘Babes блу 


of San Francisco, Gebu, by е graco & mercy of God 
ood Hm on отону 16, 2006. 


Ha wo. ots (zn) Мов. Gong, агана, Boy 
ston a reneand Louie & Nonis reason Kur, Moika, 
‘oy. Sp conse, Kyle, Necla, Nathanial Luigi à Nayana. 

vió "Papas" олон 


Saturday, dary 21, £00, ore Bam Moss oi Lorgan 
а та Буп, Baars Poad, Воо, Tapp Су. 


"He eine bo in tato м tho mortuary Чоо. 
пата Bayan, Bayan Rond, FL Bonne, Тауар CY 
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ie hird Death Anniversary 


Justice Porfirio V. Sison 


(COURT OF APPEALS) 


September 6, 1918 - January 20, 2003 
Former Board Member, Vice Governar, Acting Governor Province ol Pangasinan 
Founding Charman, РМ. Rated Justces ol ne Cout ol Appeals Association 
Founding Chairman, ийриле Counc of Law Deans (PCLO) 
Founder Formar Doan, Cage of Law University ol Pangasinan 
Former Dean, Nanla Law Colege 
Past Prosident, Phippine Corsttlonal Associaton (PHILCONSA] 
Fist lino President, United Way Iniematonel 

On the occasion of his Third Death Anniversary, his wife Governor Nancy Q. Sison; 
their children Judge Anthony and Josephine, Mita and Dr. Salvador T. Duque, Могу, 
Roberto and Ma, Leonor, Nancy and Justice Vicente О. Ro: irose and Raul L. 
Garcia, Dr. Evita and Dr. Pablo L- Torre, and their families request relatives, friends and 
pious readers to pray for the eternal repose of his soul. 

‘brated for him at the following 
churches today, January 20, 2006: 

Epiphany of Our Lord Cathedral, Lingayen, Pangasinan 5:00 AM & 500 PM 
Cur Lady ofthe Holy Rosary, Manaoag, Pangasinan AM 
Parish ol S1. John he Evangest, Dagupan Cty 
SL Poter and Paul Church, Calasiao, Pangasinan 
Mary Help of Christians, Mangaldan, Pangasinan 
8. Isidro tho Farmer Parish, Labrador, Pangasinan 
SL Andrew the Aposto, Bugaldon, Pangasinan 
SL Joseph the Patriarch, Aguiar, Pangasinan 
1а Strada, La Vista, Quezon Cy 
‘Chis The King, Greenmeadows 
Mary The Queen, Greenhills 
Sanctuai de San Jose, Greenhills 


Sanctuario de San Aniorio, Forbes Park 
Santa Rosa Do Lima Parish, Pasig 
теке Chapel, Philippina Slock Exchange Center. 
Immaculate Conception Catadal, Cubuo, Quezon Ciy 
Sacred Heat ol Jasus and Mary, New York Cily 

"d 


An obituary with a picture can be a fitting 
tribute to your departed loved one. 
n WR ADORET Омат OADE 


OBITUARY REQUIREMENTS: and bank-to-bank payments 


© Copy of Deh Ceniticste, Ө Any Kenifcuin documen (1 


MANAGER 


- Pref. female, 25-35 years old 
- Has worked for a retail store 
for at least 2 years 


Leave resumé with the guard at: 


122 Dofia Consolacion Bidg., 
Jupiter St., Makati City 


NATIONAL FOOD AUTHORITY 
Quezon City 


ERRATUM 
In connection with the Invitation to Bid for IT 
Equipment and Software published last Sunday, 
January 15, 2006, Lot 4 should read as 
"DB2 UDB V8.2”. 


(Sgd.) PEDRO S. HERNANDO, JR. 
Deputy Administrator 
& BAC Chairperson 


ГИЛ 


ATTENTION: 


UPGrade 2006, The 17" University of the Philippines Job Fair will be on 
January 23-27, 2006 at the Ang Bahay ng Alumni, UP Campus, Diliman. 


23-27 JANUARY 2006 

Ang Bahay пы Alumni, UP Campus 

Ditlman, Quozon City 

8:00am - 5:00pm ‘oer i үйү elcome ny qs 
tego hs eat though tho folowing: lol 
Nafna o: 926.4162. Yow maya noc 

| "sthghony ol ho living 0920 4080587, 
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Palace cuts tariffs on petroche 


Move seen to soften impact of VAT hike on downstream players 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


MALACANANG ISSUED LAST WEEK AN 
executive order that lowered the tariffs 
оп petrochemical imports from South- 
east Asian countries to 5 percent. 

EO No. 486, dated Jan. 12, reduced 
the duties on 41 tariff lines, including 
raw materials for plastic products and 
finished goods, from the present range 
of 7 percent to 10 percent. 

The products covered included poly- 


t 


Take control of your life - 


mers of ethylene, propylene or of other 
olefins, styrene and vinyl chloride or of 
other halogenated olefins. 

‘Coverings of plastics for floors, walls and. 
ceilings; plates, sheets, film, foil and strips 
of plastics, and plastic twine, cordage, 
ropes and cables are also covered. 

The order superseded EO 161 which 
suspended the imposition of a 5-percent. 
duty on these products, which should 
have been done starting 2003 under the 
common effective preferential tariff 


Store more 


regime of the Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations free trade agreement. 

EO 486, however, provides that tar- 
iffs would revert to the EO 161 levels 
Once a local naphtha cracker plant 
starts commercial operation as deter- 
mined by the Cabinet-level Committee 
on Tariffs and Related Matters. 

President Macapagal-Arroyo said the 
government “recognizes the need to 
provide an enabling environment” for 
the naphtha cracker to attain interna- 


pictures & songs 
on your FREE 512MB 


miniSD Card 


tional competitiveness. 

“The lowering of tariffs had been the sub- 
ject of a squabble between downstream 
players who said high duties caused price 
distortions and midstream players who 
supported the naphtha cracker project. 

Philippine Plastics Industry Association 
welcomed EO 486, saying it would soften 
the impact of the 2-percentage-point in- 
crease to 12 percent ofthe value added tax 
starting February and the increase to 35 
percent ofthe corporate income tax. 
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Insurance 
Commission 
raising fees 


THE INSURANCE COMMISSION IS SET 
to increase by more than 100 percent the 
fees and charges it slaps on insurance 
companies, saying the move is necessary 
to complement efforts to enhance the 
delivery of its services, 

Insurance Commissioner Evangeline 
Escobillo said the increase would be im- 
plemented in February or March. The 
specific amounts are still under study by 
the National Tax Research Center, 

"The increase will be huge because the 
rates have been the same for about three 
decades now,” Escobillo told reporters in an 
interview. 

Escobillo said the Insurance Commis- 
sion intended to align its rates with 
those imposed by counterpart regulato- 
ту bodies, such as che Bangko Sentral ng 
Pilipinas and the Securities and Ex- 
change Commission. 

Escobillo said the increase in fees and 
charges was needed to cover for its oper- 
ating expenses, which were presently 
shouldered by the national government. 

Currently, fees on the renewal of an in 
surance company's registration from only 
P100 to P1,200. Examination fees for in- 
surance agents are set at only between 
PISO and P180. 

Escobillo said the Insurance Commis- 
sion intends to improve its computer sys- 
tems to better monitor the financial con- 
dition of insurance firms. Computeriza- 
tion efforts would also aid in the Insur- 
ance Commission's plan to move toward 
a risk-based approach in supervising in- 
surance firms. Michelle V. Remo 


NTC asked 
to step into 
PT&T-Smart row 


PHILIPPINE TELEGRAPH & TELEPHONE 
Corp. of the Santiago family is contesting the 
computation of the interconnection fees 
charged on it by Smart Communications Inc. 
since 1996. 

PTET accused Smart of overcharging and 
was seeking a refund. It had asked the Nation- 


Preview & download your wall 
& polytones from Ho: 
2 Megapixel camera with bull 


al Telecommunications Commission to inter- 
cede on its behalf. 
‘Smart, however, said it had been billing 


+ 65536 clot screen 
* Integrated hands-free speaker 


& 5x digital zoom 


Kung Hei Fat Choi from Nokia! As a special gift on this occasion, 
we are giving you a free basket of Mandarin Oranges for every purchase of a Nokia phone*! 


*Nokla 1100 and 1110 are not included in this promo. 
*hvallable at selected Nokia stores In Metro Manila. 
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PTET based on their compromise agreement 
signed earlier. 

PT&T originally owed Smart P72.38 mil- 
lion in access charges, or fees on PT&T calls to 
Smart, from October 1996 to December 1998. 
However, PT&T claimed it owed Smart only 
P48.54 million for the period. 

“in 1999, due to the financial condition of 
PT&T, Smart accepted PT&T's plea to use its 
record on the condition that PT&T would set- 
Че the amount until May 2001 based on its 
committed payment schedule,” said Smart in 
its letter to PTRT. 

PTET was supposed to pay Smart P1 million. 
a month from September 1999 to June 2000; 
P2 million a month from July to September 
2000; P2.5 million a month from October to 
December 2000, and P3 million a month from 
January to May 2001 for a total of P38.5 mil- 
lion. But PT&T was able to pay only P13.8 mil- 
lion from October 1999 to March 2001. 

"With this, Smart would have reverted to 
its initial figure as per the agreement, yet it 
gave PTT another chance to settle its out- 
standing account through an offsetting ar- 
rangement involving Smart/Piltel and 
PTRT/Capwire, which reduced its outstand- 
ing account to P11.11 million,” said Smart. 

Clarissa S. Batino 


JGSH debt offer 


raised to $300M 


JGSH PHILIPPINES LTD., AN OFFSHORE 
Subsidiary of taipan John Gokongwei Jr, isin- 
creasing its seven-year debt offer to $300 mil- 
lion due to strong investor interest, parent 
firm JG Summit Holdings Inc. told the Philip- 
pine Stock Exchange (PSE) yesterday. 

JG Summit has agreed to act as the guaran- 
tor for the fixed rate notes due 2013. 

"The notes will have an interest rate of 8 per- 
cent and will carry a put option on the fifth year, 
allowing bondholders to sell back the bonds to 
JGSH at parat the end of five years. 

JGSH Philippines originally planned to 
200 million of the debt paper. 

Credit Suisse First Boston (Europe) Limit- 
ой was engaged as the lead manager for the. 
offering. Proceeds from the notes issue will be 
used to repay $100 million in debts of the JG 
Summit Group due next month. А portion of 
the proceeds will be spent for “general corpo- 
rate purposes." Elizabeth L. Sanchez 
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Lifestyle crowd gets busy this year 


MORE FRIENDS AND b ~ doesn't happen overnight. pr: 
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and life while chart- 2 I've been meaning to learn a 
ing their direction in ,, ایر‎ third language. Since : = 
the new year: Thelma “Elish” is not offered, am ry 1 д « 
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who's designing the cuisine А career as a hot telenovela 
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day guests, to the reinvented Teak Bistro in chising of teen health quarters to be adopted 

Rockwell (the place to go for your pizza these urestviec3 MIKE de la Rosa THERESE Coronel Santos CESAR Gaupo 
days; its Gorgonzola 
is smashing): "I plan 
to do community 
work for Nene 
Lichaueo and the 
Bel-Air Heritage 
Cookbook, do con- 
sulting for Splendido 
in Tagaytay or with 
Heny Sison, do a few 
feasts for Filo at the 
Fort, do volunteer 
work for Magsaysay 
Lines, and finally do 
groundwork for my 
cookbook.” 

Leica Carpo: “Do 
more yoga, golf, 
French. 1 need to be 
patient more and ex- 
pand career options, 
Shop and eat less, 
travel, read, go to 
Church and work out 
more, come up with 
an amazing fruit cake 
recipe, enjoy single 
life, and love every- 
one a little more." 

‘Wynn Wynn Ong: 
"This is the best place 
of my life so far—my 
second skin. I'm com- 
fortable with who I 
am and excited about 
who I will evolve in- 
to, My design philos- 
ophy reflects my be- 
lief that change and 
our ability to learn 
are constant.” 

Therese Coronel 
Santos: “I start by 
being conscious of 
my health, eating 
right and prioritize 
daily exercise, giving 
more time for my 
personal and spiritu- 
al well-being." 

Raymund Isaac: 
“simplify life, work 
and loves. 1 love to 
reset my life, look [at 
it] through a child's 
eye. Love like the 
first time and dream 
thinking all will come 
E 


Alya Honasan: 
“it’s the year of tak- 
ing things to a differ- 
ent level, pushing my B - oe э { 
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Мех Vergara: "i 
don't usually make 
plans just because 
some people have 
unwitting ways of 
killing them... 1 will 
пу my best to rein in 
my cynicism. Jt has 
been a long hard m. 
climb to where 1 am = д © Р 
—not that I'm at the f - z 3 
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EDD FUENTES (center) with the Nivea rah! rah! marketing team: Alice С: 


Ida Dizon, Dez Duran and Roselle Cua 


ARANETA Center N e 
Inc. VP for marketing 


Grace Magno 


ARANETA Center's Tot 
Portugal, and Tina Cabanayan 


GIGI Mabanta, Joanne Rae Ramirez and Joy 
Wassmer 


MODELS Robby Mananquil and Valerie 
delos Santos 


Palileo and Darlen 


ANGELO Valenton, Judith Dayrit, Liel Gonzales and Rochelle 


У / di 


MOI and Philippine Tatler publisher 
Irene Martel-Francisco 


CITIBANK'S Florian Pascasio with 
Julio deta Cruz 


MASTERCARD International's Anton 
Corro and British Airways’ Natalie Puey 


LIFESTYLE 


ayaban, marketing director Rica King, Belle Ortega, 


FUENTES PUBLICITY NETWORK, ONE 
ofthe country's leading PR agencies, cel- 
ebrated 15 awesome years in the public 
relations industry with an intimate gath 
ering that drew top clients and media 
ViPs—all tres visible, palanggas. 

The action took place at 
the trendy Mezze in Greer 
belt 2. The anniversary bash 
had a very exclusive guest 
list, which hinted at the fan- 
tastic agency's enviable 
clientele that includes some 
of the worlds most recog- 
nized brands and multina- 
tional companies—from 
banking to retail, fashion 
and beauty, business and 
health, manufacturing and 
electronics 

We were welcomed by no 
less than the company presi- 
dent and founder, everyon 
pal, Edd Fuentes, who estab- 
lished the company at first in 
the basement of his house in 
Malate. 

What started asa one-man 
operation is now a super major industry 
player, providing PR services to big 
multinational and local companies in the 
country, specializing not just in corpo- 
rate PR and marketing communications, 
but also in events management, below- 
the-line advertising and graphic design 
services. 

According to Edd, "Most of our clients 
have been working with us for years, 
some even going as far back as 1990, 
which is our founding year.” 

Соо! singer Shanice Michaels enter- 
tained us with a cool jazz number, 
palanggas. 

Naturellement, what's a p 
prizes and goodies raffled off to guests? 
Given away were Pizza Hut and Taco Bell 
gift certificates, Citibank shopping 
vouchers, Nivea and Imedeen beauty 
packs, and a hot Philips mobile phone. 

Hey Edd, here's a toast to 15 years of 
publicity power! Cheers, palangga! 


Hot photo exhibit 

‘The city's social set flocked to the chic 
Red Resto at the Makati Shangri-La, 
natch, where Nokia and Metro Society 
unveiled the “Society on Society” photo 
exhibit. 

‘The exhibit featured photographs of 
Manila's movers and shakers taken by 
some of the country's popular photogra- 
phers, palanggas. 
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Photos by Alex Van 
Hagen using 
Kodak EasyShare 
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THEBRILLIANT Fuentes team: Cheers to 15 years of publicity power. 


15 years of PR success; 
power photo exhibit 


bel, Claudia Bermudez, Joel Tantoco, 
Imee Marcos, Georgina Wilson and 
moi 

The featured photographers were Jo- 
јо Guingona, Pancho Escaler, Monique 
Villonco, Amanda Luym, Bengy Toda, 

Victor Consunji, Butch 
Baluyut and Pepper Tee- 
hankee. 

We were introduced to 
Nokia's chi-chi N70 and N90, 
two imaging devices that аге 
part of the powerful Nokia М 
series. Everyone was swoon- 
ing over the phones, palang- 
gos. 

“No other mobile phone 
has state-of-the-art features 
such as “the N90's Carl Zeiss, 
optics for camera lens, 20- 
time digital zoom, and a 
range of capture scene set- 
tings, such as scenery, por- 
trait, night and sports, that 
result in stunningly clear 
photos explained Nokia's 
Luanne Emi, dahlings. 

A distinguished few Were 
handed out (just for that night) the hot, 
hot Nokia N70 and N90, so that they 
could serve as “official photographers" of 
the event. Then the photographer of the 
best photo was given—yes, you guessed 
ira brand-new Nokia N70! 

All the photos taken were printed by 
Kodak via Bluetooth p 

After careful deliberation, the winner 
of the Nokia N70 was Anton Barretto of 
Pineapple. His winning photo was a shot 
of Lizzie Zobel. 

Two Nokia hot shots were beaming 
with pride over ће smashingly success- 
ful event: Nokia's popular country gener- 
al manager, Parikshit Bhasin, and prod- 
uct manager, Mike Smith. 

‘The entire Metro Society famille, 
headed by the brains behind the maga- 
zine (among other publications of ABS- 
CBN Publishing), Thelma San Juan, 
was on hand. Also present were Metro 
Society's Raul Manzano, Philip Cu-Un- 
jieng and Mia Borromeo. 

Dashing in late-ish was glamorous 
Vicky Zubiri. DJ Montano, Miguel Ros- 
ales, Shu Uemura's Tina Tinio and 
Patrick Reyno enjoyed the drinks. ABS- 
CBN' young hot couple, Ernie Lopez 
and Jeena Llamas, were there, as well as 
Chu Chu Madrigal Eduque, gorgeous 
Bianca Valerio, super fun Melissa Mar- 
tel, Eva Abesamis, Jojo Zabarte, and 
Bulgari’ top man, Mario Katigbak. 


PEPPER Techanikee and Monique Villonco 
try out the imaging features of Nokia N90. 


ACE PHOTOGRAPHERS Jojo Guingona, 
Pancho Escaler and Victor Consunji 


METRO Society's Raul Manzano with 
‘moi and Nokia's Luanne Emi 


WORLD-CLASS photographer Bengy 
Toda with Metro and Mix Boutique's Mia 
Borromeo 


Emm] 
METRO Society's Thelma San Juan and 
couturier Rhett Eala 


The photographic subjects were An- 
ton Huang, Richie Santos, Ting-Ting 
Cojuangco, Bianca Araneta, Sofia Zo- 


There were other guests, of 
course—all in nirvana over Nokia, 


HARBOUR Center CEO Mikee Romero palanggas 


ANTON Barretto with his prized Nokia 
and Marvee Espejo 


N90 award for Best Photograph 


WORLD-TRAVELER Menchu Katigbak photographs 
Ernie Lopez with the Nokia N90 as Stores Specialists 
Inc.'s Anton Huang gets a big laugh over it. 


MAN of all seasons Louie 
Cruz and Annie Ringor 


LIZZIE Zobel tries out the Nokia N90 
with Doris Magsaysay Ho. 


BUSINESSMAN Honorio Poblador and wife, attractive Sandy Castro, with Nokia 
country general manager Parikshit Bhasin and Mario Mamon 


undtraek 


Mall launches own s 


AYALA GREENBELT LAUNCHES THE COM- 
pact disc of Anton Ramos, the first compl- 
lation initiated by а mall, at 10 p.m. today, 
Jan. 20, at the M Café, Ayala Greenbelt. The 
launch event will have an open bar 11 p.m- 
12 midnight. Margarita King and Millar 
Beer will be served during the open bar. DJ 
Ramos’ compilation is Ayala Greenbelt's 
exclusive soundtrack. Shoppers will get 
‘ane CD for a minimum purchase of P5,000 
al Greenbelt establishments. Promo ends 
Feb. 2. 


ACCREDITATION PROGRAM. The Do La 
Salle-College of Saint Benilde’s School of 
Hotel, Restaurant and Institution Manage- 
ment (SHRIM) ls offering the Expanded 
Tortlary Education Equivalency and Accred- 
Itation Program (ETEEAP) for people with 


по college degree. Cooks, chefs, executive 
housekeepers and front desk staff, among 
‘others, can now earn a BS-HRIM (Bachelor 
of Sclence in Hotel, Restaurant and Institu- 
tion Management) degree while they work. 
The ETEEAP Is officially recognized by the 
Commission on Higher Edu- 
cation. Itis very suitable for 
working professionals be- 
cause ol its flexibility. Ona- 
on-one sessions are held. 
Сай 4007407, 4007408, and 5257562 оге- 
mall shrim@dls-osb.edu.ph. 


SALE. French clothing line Lulu Castagnette 
holds Из end-of-season sale until Jan. 31 
The brand offers up to 70 percent off on 
Jeans, blouses, T-shirts, skirts, shorts, 
dresses, jackets and swimwear. The Lulu. 


GoiNGS ON 


Castagnette End of Season Sale ls ongoing 
atts branches at 2/L Glorietta 4 and Rus- 
tan's U Ноог at Alabang Town Center. 


POST-GRADUATE PROGRAMS. The De La 
Salle-College of Saint Benilde's School of 
Professional and Continu- 
ing Education (SPaCE) is 
offering modules for pro- 
fessionals starting Jan. 28. 
The modules may be taken 
separately or as part of a program leading 
up toa post-graduate diploma. А short 
‘course on Tactical Sales Negotiations will 
also be offered. Classes are held 12:30- 
7:30 p.m., Saturdays, at the Angelo King 
Interatlonal Center, Estrada cor. Arellano. 
Sis., Malate, Manila. Call 4005425, 
5238888 loc. 341-342 or e-mail 


spaceGidis-csb.edu. ph. 


REUNION. The Marcelo Н. del Pilar High 
School Class 1954 will hold a reunion оп 
Jan. 28. A dinner dance will be held Jan. 29. 
at Westin Philippine Plaza hosted by the 
United States-Canada chapter. Call Higino 
de Castro (4264212) and Rodolfo Gonzales 
(044-6626284). 


ENGLISH SEMINARS. Corban Communi- 
cations Inc. is offering a new series of Easy 
English seminars for students, housewives. 
and professionals, 2-5 p.m., Feb. 4 and 5. 
Сай 8426685, 8093050 or 0917-6297718. 


PHOTOGRAPHY WORKSHOPS. Photogra- 
phy seminars will be held Feb. 9-14 at the 
Asian Institute of Management (AIM), 


Makati. Call 8435341 or 8137420, 


WEDDING FAIR. Philtrade Exhibits pre- 
sents a wadding fat, "Kasalan sa Pill 
pinas,” Feb. 11-12, at the Activity Area of 
Markat! Marketi, Bonifacio Global Clty, 
Taguig. Call 8253482/0804. 


ALUMNI HOMECOMING. The Asian Insti- 
tute of Electronics (AIE) and Aslan Collage 
of Science and Technology (Аса!) had an 
alumni homecoming recently at the Acsat 
бут on Aurora Boulevard. Foundor Con- 
sstancio Sla led the celebration. Dinnor was 
prepared by the faculty and students of the 
Hotel and Restaurant Management Depart- 
ment, The event featured performaneos by 
Аса! alumni and students, including mod- 
ol and television personality lya Уап. 
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Philip Rodriguez: "To expand my RTW at 
Crees ae ae | а few SEPS TOM 


and endless possibilities, knowing how far I 


can go as well as my limitations, but with |. 

hope in my heart” Я e neig 

Donnie Ramirez: “Slow'down in my PR Кы us x T 
[business], travel more. I'm at a point where f f h 

Ding exces me anymore except perhaps ot Tasnion. 
the prospect of good sex." T : 

Marissa Lopa: “{It will be] another year of 
biting the bullet as far as my personal life is 
concerned: 1 will start my new year by filing а 
{petition for) annulment.” 

Marissa Fernan: “I like to do more things I 
truly enjoy even if it means having to reinvent 
myself. 1 am at a point when my life roles as 
daughter, sister, aunt and friend are most im- 
portant to me." 

Dave de Jesus: “Diet, work out, make 
Thailand the top destination of Filipinos. Pm 
in the prime of my life. Life begins at 40some- 
thing." 

Bonjin Bolinao: “To carry on the challeng- 
ing but enjoyable work for 25 years of PR and 
communication management. Writer Flo- 
rence King says there are four stages in a 
woman's life. l'm at stage three, between 
siren and dear old thing. It lasts about 15 
years, from 50 to social security, but they are 
the best 15 years in a woman's life—debrief- 
ing years, detoxification years—when a wom- 
an can shed her skin and become, for a brief 
shining moment, a good ol’ girl." 

Mike de la Rosa: “To get my RTW online 
and going live on the web. 1 have content- 
ment and appreciation for what I've accom- 
plished, looking ahead to new trends, ideas 
that will continue to stimulate my creative 
juices." 

Tess Vargas: “I'm turning 50 and Га like to 
slow down and be more conscious of my 
health. 1 have two smaller children to care for. 
I still have a lot of goals to fulfill; Га like to do 
these with the least stress. 1 don't have to be 


E 
filthy rich. just want to enjoy the good quali- | STEP 1. PICK UP THE PHONE AND CALL 888-0000. STEP 2. ASK ABOUT THE£ 


ty of life with my loved ones." 5 B 

Tintin Bersola Babao: “To renovate, ex- iS Q LU M N S 
pand our home, to pursue [further] studies, 

publish my second children's book. Am at the Legazpi village 
crossroads, thinking out of the box, breaking | 5 Un br ER 4 
tamea eco gon wt es  HLURG License fo Sel No. 19551 ive a few steps from everything. 

Anton Barretto: “I will make a conscious 
effort to be self-indulgent. In the past years 
T've been generous and charitable—not a bad 
thing, but this time around, 1 will include my- 
self as one of the top beneficiaries. Travel and 
arta perfect way to pamper my spirit.” 

Tes Pasola: "To come up with more un- 
tapped design concepts that would not just 
give pride but add to Filipino identity... Гат 
at a happy-but-still-willing-to-reinvent-my- 
self mode. Maybe switch career to ‘passion 
design?” 

‘Rachy Cuna: “More than artistic gratifica- 
tion, my work now provides great opportuni- 
ty to promote not only myself but also the 
country... when I can finally say 1 am proudly 
Filipino and I want the whole world to know 
why I am proud to be so." 

Cesar Gaupo: "To create more lifestyle 
brands for the international market. l'm at the 


7 
most exciting time of my career.” 
тоа igh Style 
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‘And in essence, that's what walking distance, keeping everyday from 10 am to 8 pm (Sunday lo 


Community Innovations is up with the latest trends, or Thursday), 10 am to 9 pm (Friday and 3 " 
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aspirations of its customers. 5 
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` More texts to your pals 


. On other networks 
with 


With Sun Convert-a-Load you'll get as much as 20 additional text messages to jam with your pals on other networks. 
NOW IN EASY-ON-THE-POCKET DENOMINATIONS WITH MORE TEXTS! 


| Number of Texts Number of Texts "e 4 
Peso Load | without Sun Converta-Load — with Sun Convert-a-Load Extra Texts Validity Period 


To convert you should have at least P25 regular load and follow this: 
‘+ Via SMS, Text CAL «space» 33 or 70 and send to 223 
+ Via The Mall, visit The Mall, Mall Assistant» My Account> 


Prepaid» Buy Convert-a-Load» CAL 33 or 70 
SO GET THAT THUMB MOVING AND CONVERT YOUR LOAD, NOW! 
NOTE: + 
> Only regular loads via Regular Call Cards and Xpressioad are eligible for.Sun Convert-a-Load, 


Loads via 24/7 Сай & Text Unlimited, 24/7 Text Unlimited, Daylite Call & Text Unlimited and Тор 
10 IDD cards cannot be converted. 


"Your converted load is only applicable for texting non-Sun subscribers and may not be used for 
calling and texting Sun subscribers. 


For more details, call the Sun Hotline: Dial 200 toll-free using our Sun Cellular phone or 
02-395-8000 via landline. You may also visit the website www.suncellular.com.ph. 
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WHITE sil top by Jerome Salaya Ang, to order at (02) 2520067. Pink pants, P5,280, from Fornarina. Shoes, P1,195, from Catch 
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GD FOCUS GLOBALIN 


С. Pioneer cor. Reliance Sts. Mandaluyong Cty Tal: 64-8587 www: ocusgabainc com Emal:corporate@focusglobalinc соп 
XC. open on Tues 5а, 10РМ-ТРМ Sun TPRESPM 


P100,000.00 


PER 40 FT CONTAINER 


P30.00 


PER PAIR 


ZENCO SALES, INC . INFORMS THE PUBLIC 
THATITIS THE OWNER OF THE TRADEMARK 
“ISLANDER AND RAINBOW DEVICE", WHICH 
MARK IS DULY REGISTERED WITH THE INTELLECTUAL 
PROPERTY OFFICE WITH REGISTRATION NO.52506. 


ZENCO SALES, INC., IN PROTECTING ITS INTELLECTUAL 
PROPERTY RIGHTS FURTHER INFORMS THE PUBLIC THAT 
IT HAS DECIDED TO GRANT MONETARY REWARD TO ANY 
PERSONIS WHO SHALL HAVE CONTRIBUTED ANY 
INFORMATION THAT MAY LEAD TO THE IDENTIFICATION 
AND APPREHENSION OR ARREST OF PERSON OR 
PERSONS INFRINGING ON THE "ISLANDER" MARK ANDIOR 
THE SEIZURE OR CONFISCATION OF THE FAKE ISLANDER 
SANDALS BEING MANUFACTURED, DISTRIBUTED, 
PRODUCED OR SOLD BY THEM. THE AMOUNT OF REWARD SHALL BE 
ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND PESOS (100,000.00) 
FOR EVERY 40 FT CONTAINER FULL OF FAKE ISLANDER SANDALS 
OR THIRTY PESOS (30.00) FOR EVERY PAIR 
OF FAKE ISLANDER SANDAL THAT MAY BE SEIZED OR CONFISCATED, 


FOR INQUIRIES, KINDLY CONTACT ATTY. DOMINADOR В. LAO AT 
TELEPHONE NOS. (02}242-0522 AND (02) 242.0525 IN METRO 
MANILA: IN THE PROVINCES, YOU MAY CONTACT 
THE MANAGER OF ANY ZENCO FOOTSTEP BRANCH 
STORE IN THE LOCALITY. 


ZENCO SALES, INC. 


= PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER = — —— 
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y crim one terit SAREE 


WHITE 
off-shoulder top 
from Gas (P6,695); 
super slim jeans 
from YR.YS 
(Р1,100); belt 
from Fornarina 
(P800); shoes 

from Catch 


D 
By Cheche V. Moral (Р1,195) 


KINNY, LEAN, THIN, DRAIN- + 
pipe, slim, tapered, 
stovepipe—these will be ev- 
ery fashionista's (and wannabe's) 
guidewords to finding springs 
most intoxicating jean tonic. 
But it goes without saying that this jean 
style is limited to a certain body type. If you 
sadly don't belong to that exclusive gene pool 
thats blessed with gams stretching the 
length of Edsa and are as nar- 
row as the side streets of 
Metro Manila, stop a oy 
reading and turn i ү PLEATED sheer 
he page now. Just fei К tom 
idding... age) ing (P699); 
Its slim pick- green knit layer 
ings, literally and л from Catch 
otherwise, these | (P595); wooden 
skinny jeans. And ме II^ necklace from 
do know fashion trends Topshop (P945); 
can sometimes be like 1 jeans vith ankle. 
that—harsh. These new jeans ME zipper from jag | 
taper at the ankle so it's a no-no if j (P829.75); shoes | 
you have voluptuous hips. Instead, e from Catch H 
get boot-cut pairs to balance off those (1,195) 1 
‘curves. Ifyou have thighs that are, well... [Ei 
Lets not even go there. 
So unless you honestly think you are a Mi 
randa and can justifiably resurrect your moth- 
f a balled skinny pair from the '805, move on to 
GRAY vest (P2,745), nm : the next rack and browse for a cut that truly 
silver necklace ; 2 flatters you. 
(P645/set) and faded Wo F Because, let's face it, starving and two- 
gray pants (P2,945), hours-a-day on the elliptical machine can on- 
all from Topshop; з IY do so much. If you can't slip nicely into a 
fei uc p trendy drainpipe pair, its not the end of the 
kon Маны + 5 г world. Concede with no hard feelings and 
François Girbaud з leave it to the Nicole Kidmans and Kate Moss- 
(P3,600); maroon ? es to do justice to this trend. 
puff-sleeve top from one more . And to yos, lucky leggy few, heres one 
|н дев ? more chance to turn the spotlight on those en- 
(P1,298); вагі viably endless, reed-like limbs. Opt for pairs 
from Vintage B deem that show s those sexy ums. orones with 
1 pocket styles and stitchings that compensate 
M d 3 Chance to ЇШГП forthe ack of em. Because lets be realistic: 
A QURE бор, Cobu. 1 having long, long skinny limbs is one thing, 
(P280); glittered t and having a Beyoncé derriere with long, long 
ее skinny limbs is another. 
т К i So, you see, having infinite poles alone 
eras cat | he spotlight оп аео recent 
from Catch (P495) 4 "Xu You can add an extra dose of fatal factor to 
those skinnies with killer heels. But they go 
| : justas well with your easy flats or under those 
m А those enviably stili citeraiy) hot knee-high boots. On what 
7 a goes best on top, look to these pages for some PINK cardigan 
MAR AND TAKE ABBY ARENAS DELEON spring inspirations. (P749), slim-fit Euro- 
Tonner знатне асна 5 So there, romp off and take pride in your wash jeans (P1,199) 
MODLGUPIOLORES 2 3 |. zene, uh, jean pool. and belt sash (P299) 
endless, reed all from Penshoppe; 
inner top from Plains 
& Prints (P695); knit 
А e 4 $ 3 ą bolerofrom Topshop 
like limbs i * (P2745); shoes from 
ass, Catch (РІ,195) 


E-mail the author at cmoral@inquir- 
ercom.ph 


MODEL CITIZENS MODEL C CITIZEN MODEL CITIZENS 


Ayes 
Text and photos by Gene Padilla | Sig thë perfec ite black des DONG Ronquillo 
nity дерев оті ofthe young and ۴ Mea coo in M 
NS Ns Ye senii-tenéed ше, К iê nd white 
Nites), Jean: esie Pashign’s influence uident « Posee piri 
Dungusei s (Dus. [phe materials, evolution, and 
J е Versa: But for all of fashion’s » 
: давое" о "кайа jeajs ake Y 
comfy Д a E урот" thg panty’ They, just“ 
Nin: and dn jus about al а М STYLISH party 
egple, from everyday Working.” EID 
еп plans rock ştars aod pair of lowly 
RA КО cut-offs. 
AS 


his trendy 
getup. 


MICHELLE 
бей соо нөн 
cold brew SENA N 90 NY takes time out. 
bet n. SEN с ae for a aput 
skirt and О bu wardzobeo Hava eet ТАХ qê 

flip-flops. 3 SERA RA s tile ind RN e 


^ 
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It’s in the jeans! 


EVEL IN THE FACT THAT ALL 
Ree are shaped differently. We are 

all born with particular body types 
and no matter how hard we try, we simply 
have to accept that there are certain things we. 
cannot change. 

Sure, we can enhance and improve specific 
areas or body parts but certain factors will 
stay the same—height and bone structure, for 
example. 

J.Lo will never be a Kate Moss. And Oprah, 
no matter how many times she visits the gym, 
will never achieve Tyra's slim, toned body 
‘And yet, these women all look great and ex- 
tude cool confidence. Stylists and designer 
clothes aside, this is probably because they've 
соте to accept who they are, what they're 
born with and, in the process, learned to dress 
accordingly. 

‘The four women featured today also know 
what suits them best. They understand that a 
great figure does not always translate to a size 
2. Here they show us how to go about choos- 
ing the right pair of jeans for their particular 
body type. 


Email the author at afashionQinquirer. 
com.ph 


Waif-like 

Опе can't help but visualize a young 
Kate Moss upon meeting beauty editor 
Ria Francisco-Prieto. The fragile-look- 
ing, ultra slim 28-year-old has long limbs 
that make het ook taller than her actual 
S4 4" height. 

Luckily, she can wear almost any style 
of jeans, including those up-to-the- 
minute straight-leg styles that hug from 
hip to ankle. The only cuts she avoids are 
the extra-baggy varieties that over- 
whelm and drown her slight frame. 

Ria's tips: 

* Comfort is key so jeans should al- 
ways feel good. 

* Find a pair that does not need alter- 
ations so you're sure that the fit does not 
change. 


Oe ыы н” 


Curvy and voluptuous 
Twenty-year-old Katrina Padilla has 
accepted the fact that she is not and nev- 
ег will be supermodel thin. In fact, she 
has learned to celebrate and accept the. 
body she was born with. As 
a result, she comes across 
as far more confident 
than а typical меп 
tysomething. Women 
double her age could 
learn a thing or two 
from this wise young 
lady. å 
Katrina’s tips: 


* Don't be scared 
to show your assets. 
Choose jeans that 
emphasize апа 
make your "assets" 
look good. 

* Opt for flared 
jeans to balance 
your curves. 

* Accept your 
body type and 
dress accordingly. 


MANGO knit top, 
Tilt jeans, Banana. 
Republic sandals, La. 
Elegancia diamond. 
studded hoops . — 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER =e 


LIFESTYLE 


These four women understand that a great 
figure does not always translate to a size 2 


APPLES’ 
PICKINGS 


Petite 

The secret to dressing well is in creating the 
right proportions, says 26-year-old Che Bar- 
retto. To prove her point, the diminutive 
chitect (she stands а mere 5'1") from New 
York elongates her appearance by choosing 
pieces that help create vertical lines that draw | 
the eyes upward. 

She favors slim pants, as these give her the | 
option of folding them into cuffs and wearing | р refed 

jacket and 7 for 
\ Mankind j 


fats. And although she prefers wearing heels 
that make her look taller, she needs stylish 
jeans options for flats simply because she 
does a lot of walking in Manhattan. 


i. 


Pear-shaped 

Most women have pear-shaped figures 
akin to 32-year-old Theresa Santos body 
type. Through the years, Theresa has learned 
what styles of clothes best suit her figure, in- 
cluding the type of jeans to disguise her flaws 
and accentuate her assets. 

Theresa's tips: 

* Bootleg or slightly flared jeans 
ance off curvy hips. 

* Choose mid-waist jeans instead of an ul- 
tra-low waist style. 

* Stretch jeans that provide support and | 
hug and shape the hips is a good option. 

* Opt for long jeans that you can wear with 
heels to create longer gams. Р 


bal- 


Che's tips: 
* Jeans should not be too flared. Stick to 
straight, bootleg or slightly flared varieties. 
* When choosing the length, make sure the 
hem falls just above the floor (half an inch from 
the floor would be good) so that most of your. 
heel is covered. This way, legs will look longer. 
* You can also elongate your torso by 
choosing jeans with a waistline that falls just S 
below your belly button. TYLER Victorian- 
* Look for vertical stitching along the sides inspired top and 
to create the illusion of length. Joe's Jeans. 


Apples Aberin- 
Sadhwani 


moro 
FANK HOEFT 
булчу нО‚ Т con 
MAKEUP LOURO OF MAC 
USING THE-UNGERE™ 
COLLECTION 
HAR ENPHASSSALON 


к 


Letiet Veloso 
Bridal Boutique 


is now at Dacon Building 
2281 Pasong Tamo Exter 

(near Lumbang Gate Dasmarinas and Pancake House) 
Open Mon 

Tel. 8190411, 


sion 


Saturday, L am. =7 рли. 
8448604, 09187022125, 091065: 


SKIN PERFECTION, 
'SYSTEMIZED SOLUTIONS 


3 
1 
1 
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whitening system 


youthfulnessyou 
“preserve! 4 


La n 


age reducer system 


lawlessness you 
«achieve! 


pimple control system 


For every skin problem, there is a trusted solution 
New T T sin 1203 A 
Hortaleza, М 


The Authority in SI 


© в 
Only at Zl hbe bome of beauty exclusives 
Home JE 


ose of beauty excuses 
Tatak exclusibo. Iba toyo! ia ke HEC ны s BEI Sac at GOL езй ни онн фсе or iik pees 


With over 150 stores nationwide. 


1 


ыала Liao aol 


i 


Hortaleza, M.D. 
Trusted Мате, Proven Skin Expertise. 


You would eras your ore and unity dn to just about 
Mere For you peace of mind, us опу produci Val 
ay e Horudem MD, bend ol expertise Theyre ресу 
тимей. rug tested and parsing escrched 
by сепйе dermatologists о ensure ta you gol опу e 
фа and esaet care for your in. 


Whitening you can wear! 
Hortaleza, M.D. Whitening System 
Whitening i not allin-one а continuous and integrated 
process at needs ample tne to make you МЫ reap ls 
ее. Thats why serious whitening requires nothing 
less than a comprehensive sin care rem 
О» prettier! Ноплеза MD. Whitering Stent Gives 
Tou lin radiance by day and ightering by night, Used 
Tur he system worka hard to elect меп 
тале and du. spots we prong protecion Fom 
the ski дотам eec of o sun and the ener 
Soter icones lo den where po wih Mona, MD. 
йс Stel 
са Wigner ony P 


Whitening you can swallow! 

Hortaleza, M.D. Illuminous 
Whitening Capsule 

айе росовеневе, cee 

Gapiana and mula e i 

croceo та goes beyond е usual 

есер жыю. Tanks ta бе 

сеу ы Ошол potira mor 

fermer rents т sy become 

acne 


Смлиноле & essentially а паша, immunity boosting 
уеде ino ace та fundi he body. Керә кше 
ti Ошиһоле hes been este and proven lor i postive 
Sile": whitening of ark sid No wonder, has boen 
"ibd as he ‘prescription ole moment by Holywood 
тасар, Рал cing s suture 3s one ofthe most 
Coveted, "o de or" beauty arsenals among colobriies 
дез d pracy anyone who ап о 

However. wih the tin edge expertise of Hortaleza. 
MD. te once reb priced Ciuatione s row made 
cesse wih new Horulea, MD. Marrinous. Whitening 
Casu Enjoy Ve máli bends of Canne whitening 
Слар pha Viamins C and E with Alpha Upor 
Rad Ai Br capsule for опу P3315 each Tits 53% 
ore lords than other brands! Get К packs of 30: 
d 10s at al HBC Home of Beauly Exclusives Stores 
‘hone: Now is ha nang news lor your stin 


Youthfulness you can preserve! 
Hortaleza, M.D. 
Age Reducer System 
осу teow hat 40 the пен 308 Now, more san ever 
Эа тене boen о sexy beyond #0 Youd dn 
Д бетю stay ange where rey second counts, count 
ende МО. Ару Recs Sem ope aet n 
Тогол быа. koe un wl eai t le 
thes compet 
peuvent 


Flawlessness you can achieve! 
Hortaleza, M.D. 
Pimple Control System 


Acre or йн! Tum to the нолае MD. биде Control 
rao amazngiy censes putes, Nds and pure sin 
i ши ord Ве acne doc cis goodie Ll noa, 
мез stn nde 


ta Pepe — 1 


+ Passe to cag ibn peste 


“Hortaleza, M.D. 


FREE FACIAL! 
Text FREE FACIAL to 09169215820 to aval of an 
ме fec facial service at selected HOC 
нее nationwide: Present yout cll phone with 
Bomam message from HOC Customer Care 
Sitter fe good Irom очну 20 10 Арн 30 2006 


Delighting You Always 


FOXTROT 


ConicRelief mosen 


BY BILLAMEND A.LIPIN 
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BY JESS ABRERA 


PAIGE, CAN YOU 
HELP ME TAKE 

THESE BOXES то HAVE 

THE BASEMENT? То? 


T HATE бомо INTO 
THE BASEMENT. 
THERE'S ALL SORTS oF 
FRIGHTENING THINGS 
DOWN THERE. 


‘ce... SPIDERS.. 
DADDY'S OLD 
LEISURE SUITS... 


"TU T USAN s, ANG. 


g/P м YA 
BAKIT KA WALOLUHAS/ [Pl мо KAY Al TAG РА 


{TUMBA__ANC 


TALONI Ko 
Buc N6AYoN 


BY TOM ARMSTRONG 


THEY'RE STUDENTS FROM THE 

LOCAL UNIVERSITY DOING AN 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STUDY 
ОЕ MY DIAPER PAIL- 


T 


BABY BLUES 


BY JERRY SCOTT 


[secas 
тарат 


te 
d 


‘coFr’-0H, EARL, SNIFF 
X COULD 'CoucH' USE 
Аі, CHICKEN SOUP! 


BY LYRA GARCELLANO 


ТМ CAPTAIN FLoo- 
BAROO AND I'M A 
Real SUPERHERO 
WHY Don’t Чоу WANT 
+o Be мч MINION? 


I won't Ве Your 
MiNioN! X won't 
Ве ANYBoDY'S 


gesipeS Super- 
Hegoes Never 
Have MiNioNS 


WHAT Agout 
Goons? CAN I 
Have Goons? 


Horoscope 


BY FRANCIS DRAKE 


YOU BORN TODAY: You have two distinct sides: In one way, you are warm-hearted, generous, fun-loving and enter- 
taining, but in another way, you are focused, serious, dedicated and resilient. You're very alive, and very genuine. In 
the year ahead, close relationships and partnerships will become your primary focus. Some partnerships will end; 


DIVINE COMEDY 


BY PATRICK McDONNELL 


HERE- I MADE You 
A NICE VEGETABLE 
MINESTRONE. 


سم 


HISTORY'S 
FAMOUS 
INQUISITORS 


MIKROKOSMOS 
SABI NG NANAY ko, 
BAWAL NA RAW AKONG 
MAKIPAGLARO SA'YO. 


BAD INFLUENCE. КА 
Raw KASI E- BAKA RAW 
МАТИТО-РА Ako NG 
GAT NAMAN) MEA BISYo PASLAK Ke, 
кїтклт? 


BYJOMIKETEJDO 


HINDE ‘No! уда KA 
MANIWALA DUN! TARA, 
DUN TAYO SA AMIN, y 
MAY NATIRA PANG 
BEER. YUNG KUYA 


some will begin. 
Birthdate of: George Burns, comedian; Bill Maher, comedian; David Lynch, director. 
generosity of others. If 
people want to give you 
for attached strings. Just say thank 
you. 
now and for the rest o 
the year. This is a lovely 


€ ARIES (March 21 to 
things (and in the 
TAURUS (April 20 to 
May 20): Partnerships 
and close friendships 
time to enjoy the company of oth 


April 19): Beopen to the. 
months to come they do), don't look 
эге warm and endearin 


GEMINI (May 21 to 

® June 20): — Without 

question, your Job can 

Sealy improve this year 

А change of duties, а 

change of jobs, a change of working 

Sondiions-simeting happens 
(Maybe your evil boss leaves.) 

© Jou can expect one of 

ре happiest, most care- 


free years in more than a decade. 
Romance, love affairs, vacations and 


CANCER (June 21 to 
July 22): Plan on a va 
сайоп this year Now 
and for most of 2006, 


the arts shine! Enjoy children. 


LEO Quly 23 to Aug. 
22): In the year ahead, 
you can expect one of 
the most joyful, pleas- 
ant times with home 

and family. You will be blessed with 

feelings of abundance. Lucky you! 

é ) cause your all-around 

‘optimism and your be- 

lief about your future are positive 


and hopeful This makes such a dif 
ference in youre. 


VIRGO (Aug. 23 to 
Sept. 22): This is an ex 
cellent year for you be- 


Set TOLD 
Yous cou 
MIT THE TREE! 


Олпү CROSSWORD 


ACROSS 
1 Holding a 
dge against 
'shemuarís 
dun 
10 Read, as a ber 
code 
14 Writer Segal 
15 Part of a foot 
16 Wier Lots 
17 Roast host 


toa bigger! 


е 


LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 
22): You сап definitely 
earn more money 

year. Count on it. You 
will also be spending 


more. It looks like you're moving in- 


league. 


SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to 
Now. 21): This is an ex- 
tremely fortunate year 
for your sign. For the 
first time in 12 years, 
Jupiter is back in Scor- 


18 Patela's place 
19 Leave out 


piot This attracts good things to 


HARDCORE GRABE KASI 

ко оир, 

SKED NG KLASE KO NGAYON, 
mace, Зе. ТАРО; SUMoP | | 
4-5 зо NA! NOOR! MANTAN, 

"fo, SIK HOURS BAKANTE- 


BY MANIX ABRERA 


(7177172 


EXISTENTIAL. LANG 
LINGGO KO NA RIN 
Ginagawa то. IM ON 

A ROLL PARE, SKE. 


20 Clicking sound 
2 Where rich 


birds Wve? 
24 Daughter of 
Ops 


26 in conclusion 
21 Sets to rest 


29 Sudden shock 


31 Brock and 
Coselo 


32 Trampled (or) 
34 Helpers 


E] 


Mert 


‘By Norma Steinberg 
‘San Francisco, CA 


40 Transmis 

42 Go by car 

43 Low jolt 

45 Shuttle 

46 °O don fatale? 
or "Vissi dane” 

41 County on the 
Mekong 

49 Tak show host 
Wiliams. 

51 Minster 

55 Kind of boom 

56 Crow 
camaraderie 

59 That guys 

62 Grow weary 


4 Half a паша! 


9 "Sometime —_ 
Ме a war. T 
sandburg) 

30 Winter als 

11 Дах rival 

12 Disney 
‘mermaid 

13 Dapper 

22 Avian abodes 

23 Casual farewell 

25 Stand lor art 

21 Soprano Gluck 

28 Butchers cut 

29 Vaccine 
pioneer Salk 

30 Bettor's info 

33 Cintoris AG 

35 Тарт resident 

36 Inexpensive for 
аск 

3] Felco or 
Brickell 

38 Navy 
commando 


70 Former Majorty 
Lender Trent 
т Ralroad hib 


DOWN 
1 Bump into 
2 Appendages 
3 Bandstand 
chicken? 


H 


58 Check for typos 
60 laco 

51 Fak or Fonda 61 Proofers 

52 Slage whisper 


rotation 
53 Binge 85 Actress Ruby 


you. 


9 


1994 is coming to a harvest in the 
next two to three years. 
enjoy good times with 


friends, your profession- 
al association with others will im- 
fortunate this year, dear 


prove аз well. 
Aquarius. Your career 


prove beautifully! Whatever you do, 
"Everyone thinks you're the cars me- 


the media and further 


education will come to 


you this year. Keep your bags packed 
and your plants watered. 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 
1o Dec. 21): This is defi- 
neis time of prepara. 
tion for you. Everything 
you worked for since 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 
to Jan. 19): You have a 
‘wonderful, popular year 
ahead! Not only will you. 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to 
Feb. 18): You are very 


PISCES (Feb. 19 to 
March 20): Travel op- 
portunities and chances 
fo explore publishing, 


MANJAN NA KIAT 
FOY MAGLALAKBAY ки. 


guum NA ORAS! 


LOVEKNOTS 


JOWA, GALIT КА BAJ H-HA A 
SA AKIN? HINDI 
ү EU 


BY ELIZABETH CHIONGLO 


SEVEN SENTENCES’ 
YA LAMANG ANS 
МАШАК MD SA 


TULDOK BY PAPU AND TATUM MILAMBILING 


SIGE, BINTIN MO 
ANG OLOKO FT NANG 
TONPECO TOYO! 


ЕЕЕ +) 
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Brand new beauty booty 


ONE OF THE BEST THINGS tenso Digital Perm. Unlike old- ЭШЕН foliate dull surface cells and !obelievethatthisnewmame s als. Both products have taken 1 
about being in the beauty indus- school manual perms that use ا و‎ truly one beauty force to reck- space on my dresser. They're a 
try is the fact that fresh, new harsh chemicals to squeeze Whats more, the treatment O With. breeze to use, non-sticky and 
products and services are avail- ringlets out of straight hair, this boosts your complexion a Cool Feet Airbrush Catwalk smell wonderful! 
ble to aficionados almost all the digital perm use the same anti- Босо e Comins infused into Heels is like an instant foot spa То fight off the effects of sun 
time. breakage X-tenso for К. "And because no ican. When your feet are beg- and pollution, make Nivea Vi 

‘This is not an at- mula that protects Painful pricking and extraction sing for TLC, reach for this nifty age New Skin Intensive Rejuve- 
tempt to completely hair during the pro- s involved, you can bet you сап 3ргау and pamper your feet mating Care part of your daily 
drain what's left of cess. The high-tech See the smooth, glowy results Without the need for profession- regimen. The pure Vitamin C in 
your life savings, but AN digital perm ma- $ immediately. al tools. One spray, with its deli- its formula boost your skin's nat- 
simply to give you, { | chine, on the other Clean Fresh Laundry. Cult Ciously minty, cooling effect, is a ural defense against free radica 
faithful followers, hand, produces cal- fare Clean Eau de Parfum hasa slice of heaven—or atleast your and repair earlier damage 
more and more op- culated, precise re- new fragrant variant. Those who ticket out of high-heel hell. well 
tions and the chance > gr] sults that look never- tant ger enough of that famous. _ The famous Lash Wand pos 
to finally cinch those |.“ "| theless natural. ly crisp, soapy scent can add ™ hing risk, while Nivea is available at all major 
must-haves (апа We love how you Clean Fresh Laundry to their col- is a definite sta department stores and Watson's; 
must-dos!) that truly |, can ор for lection, a perfect blend of florals for the tweezer-happy. ModelCo. at Beauty Bar Rockwell 
work for you. ws Goldilocks ringlets or that duplicates the smell of new- Nivea. The shelves have been Powerplant; Clean at Rustan's Es- 

LOreal Profes- head of slight wasted Buff towels, only stocked with Nivea's easy аб. senses; Loreal Digital Рет at 
sionnel X-tenso Dig- gz . That's maxi- much, much sexier fordable beauty supplies, so David's Salons; Belo Medical 
ital Perm. You've had ModelCo. A few months ago, makea run forth Group at the Medical Plaza, 
your fill of the re- h jus ч di dé Кош Australia finally The whitening craze is on Makati, Connecticut St, Green 
‘bonding trend, we're y This DIGITAL perm found its way ошо our shores With Nivea Visage Triple White hills, Tomas Morato, Rustan's 
sure, and by now we bet you're service is now available at а had kikay queens hoarding Whitening Eye Cream for hard- Makati, Westgate Alabang and 
pretty ‘much ready to move оп David's Salon. if more and more Belo regulars their Airbrush Moisturizer-and  !9-bust dark circles and discol- Tektite, Ortigas. For appoint- 
Prey e stiffs of stick. Jet Peel at the Belo Medical start lining up for this brand- Та Can. oration that the eye area is prone ments and inquiries call the Belo 
straight oc Group. While the famous micro- new facial treat. fe то. Forunderarm-conscious gals, helpdesk at 8442939. 

The great behind the dermabrasion treatment, Power- Тһе Jet Peel uses a liq through Nivea Deodorant Whitening 
an re Журо araighen. peel, willalwayshavealoyalfol. (read: no more major ouch!) іп covered a couple more reasons Night Cream i bound to be an E-mail the author at rbeau- 
igtreatmentnowbring us the X. lowing, I would not be surprised place of the usual crystals to ex- integral part of pre-bedtime ritu- tyGinquirercom.ph 


Take your hairdressing career to greater heights! Make your 
mark by creating the" Retro-Future Look” for 2006. 


Choose your competition category & get the chance to win 
exciting prizes! 


Break the traditional mold of hair design while maintaining the 


cosmetic quality and integrity of hair. Create a fashion color G rea t e our 


statement. The directional hairstyle of next season's much 


coveted look far the modern Filipino Woman. A total look that 
blends cut, color and style. 


Grand Winner: Php250,000-TAX FREE Php50,000 TAX FREE 


1st Runner Up: Cut & Color Training in Malaysia Php25,000 TAX FREE 
+Php25,000 pocket money 


2nd Runner Up: Cut & Coloi Training in Malaysia Php15,000 TAX FREE 
+Php15,000 pocket money 


COVER LOOK Php10,000 TAX FREE 
AWARD +Media Exposure 
FOR INQUIRIES: LOOK FOR MARLIT SUAREZ 632-0280 LOC. 401/638-8146. 
Php 10,000.00 tax free + Media Exposure CO - PRESENTED BY: 


Php 10,000.00 tax ree + Media Exposure MEGA G A 


The Philippines Best Fashion Magazine 


Develop-li- Yourself 
is now possible with the 
Canon Selphy Photo Developer 


E ) 


Digital Camera e 


FREE YOUR IMAGE 


Canon Marketing (Philippines) Inc. ZF Marvin Plaza, 2153 Don Chino Roces Avenue cor. У.А. Rufino St., Makati City 

Tel. 884-9000 "Рах 810-9797" infodicanon.com ph * www.canon.com.ph 

METRO MANILA: Abenson + Ambassador « Anson Emponum Automatic Cenlet * BCG Computers» Brenicam » Camorahaus Солтан CS) « 
LA: рутин: Utratech + Eleciroworid Enigma Technologies » Island Photo» Kam ation * New Canary Photo 
ena Супа 4 Me PC Comer * PC Options « Photolne - Picture City + Quickine Mic decal + Siicon Valley * SM Appian 
rs Octagon cing PROVINCIAL: AAG Tech = Shoppers Mart » Color Master * Colours Foto Stop langle Мак Jelicoe 


longer inseam. longer leg. limited to only the very tall. 


o 


Available in 30", 32" and 34" lengths. 


(нэм) INV3SNI 
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Contributing editor Ria Francisco-Prieto 


Aging skin 
is not limited 
to the face 


TRULY, I AM NOT AS YOUNG AS I 
used to be. Before, I could devour 
all the unhealthy holiday treats yet 
my skin would stay toned and my 
bodys defenses would beat cel- 
lulite away. 

Recently, however, I have spent every wak- 
ing moment road-testing treatments and 
products that firm up 
the thighs, butt and 

st area. This is due MAKEOVER 
to the fact that 
though I did not gain 

ht over the holi- 

› the sleep depri- 


has caused cellulite to 
emerge — with 
vengeance. 

s have caused the 
skin to slacken, making the appearance of cel- 
lulitea lot worse. 

All the products in this column are my 
tried-and-tested cellulite busters and respon- 
sible for my smoother, firmer and slim 
stomach, hips, thig! 
days. 


Strategy A 

Get rid of the water retention in the morn- 
ing and use the firming, toning and fat-burn- 
ing cream or serum during the evening. This 
will prevent these areas from accumulating 
water as the day progresses. Notice that 
you're thin in the morning, then your 
butt and tummy usually swell, and by 
уошг pants are bursting and shoes are killing, 
your feet. 

Instructions: After the morning 
apply the “draining” formula lik 
Eau Oil, Ecla-Cell Draining Micro-emulsion 
(the newest one 1 tried), Afina Contouring 
Gel, Phytomer Body Declic Anti Cellulite/Anti 

au, Shiseido Body Creator sculpting gel. 
Start from ankles and work up to waist, Damp 
‘skin ensures easier spreading and is more eco- 
nomical in the long run. 


Strategy В 
irm and tone in the evening so when you 
wake up the next day, your thighs are more 
compact and contracted. 1 promise you, jea 
that are straight from the wash will just slide 
on and zip up like you are a supermodel. Af 
going to bed, apply the 
firming ild be the likes of 
Clarins Total Lift Mi рага 
from Anti Eau oil), Ecla-Cell slimming and 
toning cream (sold together with draining 
emulsion), Aferligne cream, Phytomer Body 
Declie Contour emulsion, and Shiseido Body 
Creator Firming Cream. 
"The following can be used both day and 


cream, which 1 
оп warm to hot. You wil 
or m and thigh circum- 
е really gets smaller by a few centime- 
ters. The active ingredients are metabolism- 
and circulation-revving red pepper, black p 
per, green tea, bitter orange and ginger 
TOccitane Gelee Minceur shaping gel is 
at Tuse when I want instant results. apply. 
the gel on my thighs and buttocks and rub it 
E rh the skin toner/massager, also by 
LOccitane. It seems to break down the cel- 
lulite and make skin look smoother and con- 
паст 

* KoseJunkisui—a 2-in-1 fat-burning, anti- 
cellulite, and skin-whitening formula. The 
brand also has a detoxifying and whitening 

ower cream. 

+ Avon Cellu Sculpt—a classic favorite. 

For those who want to commit to a serious 
anti-cellulite elimination program, Murad has 
the Firm and Tone Dietary Supplement pack 
(tablets) to battle cellulite and stretch та 
It can be partnered with the Firm and Tone 
Serum for cellulite and stretch-mark manage: 
ment, an eight-week program which requires 
serious commitment, 

This is the next best thing to doctor's treat- 
‘ments if done correctly, The serum is reported 
to improve skin's overall look by 94 percent. 
via reducing appearance of cellulite by 77 
percent, and increasing skin's firmness and 
elasticity while masking imperfections. 

"The supplements show the following re- 
sults after eight weeks: 47 percent improve- 
ment in stretch-mark appearance and 78 per- 
cent for skin firmness based on appearance 
alone. Do not panic if the cellulite-ridden ar- 
сав puff up during the first and second weeks. 
‘The puffing will subside after that and the 
skin will contract, firm and smoothen out. 


Tor inquiries on Ecla Cell, сай 6888062; on 
Verligne and Afina, 8442939. Apivita, Kose 
‘Junkisui, Murad and LOccitane are exclusively 
‘available at Rustan's Clarins and Phy- 
tomer are exclusively available at Rustan's De 
partment Store. 


